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The Infinite Contrariety between 


POPERY and PRO TESTANTISM, 


INRESPECT OF 


COMFORTABLENESS 1xn DEATH. 


The wicked is driven away in his wickedneſs : but the righte« 
cus bath hope in his death. PRov. xiv. 32 
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To the PROTESTANT READER, 


HESE Diſcourſes contaming no doctrines but 
thoſe in which all Proteſtants are apreea, if we 
may judge of their principles by the eſtabliſhed doc. 
tines of the reſpective Proteſtant churches,—is the 
reaſon of accoſting the Reader under the deſignation of 
PROTESTANT. 

Well, the preſent Aſpects of Providerce in theſe 
nds are at leaſt a loud call to all Proteſtants, to be well 
efabliſhed in their Proteſtant profeſſion. To ſhew Pro- 


n the following Sermons directed to view them in the 
light in which a death-bed will place them. — People in 


they are but too apt to do in the days of their proſpe- 
rity. It has been a common obſervation, that it may 
be good living with corrupt clergymen, but that it is 
bad dying with them. Mr Croolſbanł, in his Hiſtory 
of the Church of Scotland, vol. 2. p. 109. reports con- 
terning the Duke of Rothes as follows : © When he felt 
the pangs of death, he called for ſome of his Lady's 
miniſters ; for it ſeems his own were good to live with, 
but not fo die with. Accordingly he had the afhſtance 
o the Reverend Mr. 7ohn Carſtairs and Mr George 7obn- 
aun; who dealt with great freedom and faithfulnefs, 
rehearſing many wicked acts of his life. — When Mr 
Vunſtaun was praying, ſeveral noblemen and bithops 
overhearing him in the next room, — ſome of the former 
laid to the biſhops; He is a Preſbyterian miniſter that 
i praying; the d— ane of you can pray as they do, 
hugh your prayers wodd keep a ſoul from hell.” 
This obſervation holds eminently, true, with reſpect to 
Popiſh clergymen, on a compariſon with Proteſtant mi- 
niſters, 

It is a fearful thing to die under the direction of thoſe 
who forbid the uſe of the holy Scriptures; who dey 
there is any ground for the aſſurance of faith, or that 
A any 
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teftants how important their privileges are, they are 


death will make a quite other eſtimate of things, than | 
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any man in this life can be ſure whether he be going 
to heaven or hell when he dies; whoſe beſt cord} 
are auricular confeſſion, good works, extreme unction 
purgatory, and the prayers of mercenary prieſts. It i; 
a bleſſed and comfortable thing to die under the in. 
ſtruction of thoſe who hold forth the exceeding great 
and precious promiſes of God's everlaſting covenant, 3; 
an effectual relief againſt all that burdens or perplexes 
the dying perſon ; and as a ſure ground of the faith and 
hope of an immediate and direct paſſage to the land of 
everlaſting bliſs. People may ſafely judge of a religion 
by what grounds of faith and hope, peace and comfort, 
it lays before perſons on a death-bed. Let people con- 
ſider themſelves as on the eve of eternity, and realize 
the awful import of death; and they will not heſitate a 
moment to abhor Popery as the heavieſt plague, and to 
prize Proteſtantiſm as the greateſt mercy. To lead peo. 
ple to this exerciſe is the intention of the following 
Eſſay, by 


TAMES MORISON, 
NoRHaAM, { 


Jan, 13. 1779. 1 
of t] 
fobr 

N. B. The Notes concerning Popery, which are full 
moſtly too long, or too near each other, for being con- xte 
veniently placed at the foot of the pages, —are placed at chu 
the end, with proper references. nto 
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Tzuz CONTRAST, &. 


In FouR SERMONS, 


ON 


Rev. xiv. 13. 


tnd heard a voice from heaven, ſaying unto me, write, 
Bl ſſed are the dead which die in the Lard, from bences« 
forth yea, faith the Spirit, that they may reſt from: 
their labours, and their works do follow them. 


SERMON I. 


EAT H is either the greateſt curſe, or the 
greateſt bleſſing. To all that die in their fins, 
it 1s the greateſt curſe. To all that die in Chriſt, it is 
the greateſt bleſſing. It is eminently fo, in theſe laſt 
days, —-agreeably to the text. 

This book of the REVELATION contains a prophecy 
of the great events that ſhould befal the Church, from 
fobr's time to the laſt judgment. So tif it is not the 
fulleſt and moſt minute, it is at leaſt the trueſt and moſt 
extenſive hiſtory (in prophecy) of the New- Teſtament 
Church. Ir divides the hiſtory of the Chriſtian Church 
nto three great periods, Under the emblem of the 
opening of ſeven ſeals, it contains a prophecy of what 
honld befal her under Rome Pagan, till Chriſtianity 
decame the legal eſtabliſhment of the empire ; ſome- 
ime after the beginning of the fourth century. Under 
the emblem of the ſounding of ſeven trumpets, it con- 
tans a prophecy of what ſhould befal her under Rome 
#ntichriſtian, —from the foreſaid period, till the begun 
wwnfal of Antichriſt at the beginning of the Reforma- 
lon; about the middle of the ſixteenth century. Un- 
ler the emblem of the pouring out of ſeven vials, it 
contains a prophecy of what ſhould befal her, from the 
begun 
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begun downfal of Antichriſt till his final overth;Q, 
and the end of time. Only, you will obſerve, that the 
ſeventh ſeal comprehends under it the ſeven trumye:; 
and the ſeven vials, —giving a ſummary view of What 
was to fall out under them; and that the ſeventh trum. 
pet doth in like manner comprehend under it the ſe. 
ven vials, exhibiting a compendious view of what was 
to be the ſtate of the Church under them. 

We undoubtedly live in the laſt of theſe great pe. 
riods. This chapter, at leaſt from the beginning of the 
6th verſe, is ſuppoſed to refer to it. And the words! 
which we now propoſe to conſider, we apprehend to 
reſpect the firft five vials in common. So that God i; 
juſt now ſaying, with ſpecial reference to the times in 
which we live,--Ble/Jed are the dead which die in the 
Lord, from henceforth - yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they 
may reſt from their Iabours, and their works do follyy 
them. In this reſpect therefore, as well as in general, 
this muſt be a ſubject of the laſt importance, of the moſt 


intereſting nature. It is ſpecially to us, that God is of 
proclaiming theſe good news. And to engage our at- «; 
tention unto them, we are told, — that ' John heard a i 
voice from heaven, ſaying unto him, Write, Bleſſed « | 
« are the dead which die in the Lord, from hencetorth : ſtep 
« yea, faith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their inn 
« labours, and their works do follow them.” Put it on In 
| record, — for the certainty of it, for the intereſting na- wat 
ture of it—to living and to dying Chriſtians ; and let this 
them frequently review it, and take the comfort of it.— ſelf 
| He is commanded to write the whole of this book, pox 
| chap. i. 11. But he receives a ſpecial command to write wh 
| this paſſage, — putting it, as it were, into capital charac- bro 
| ters. | this 
| In this bleſſed record, we have a moſt comfortas:- nau 
truth; the ſeaſon to which it ſpecially refers, and the the 
ſtrongeſt confirmation of it. We ſhall explain thee, nd 
and then apply. apf 
| In the firſt place, we have a moſt comfortable truth; on 
in theſe words, Bleſſed are the dead which die in the {ar 
Lord. And here two things only are neceſſary to be W 


ſpoken 


2 — = , — * 2 n 
8 r A 7 py nd KF 2 „ * 4 * —— a "ID £2) _ 8 3 7 * 2 
* oo 20 _ py 18 EY 1 UF * 1 0 8 mY a” 4 q «ati - OAT by 9 "2 
—— Err 7 RE ny — PI en 1 
L * 7 


+ 4 * 4 
. —— 9 


1 | 


ſpoken to: What it is to die in the Lord, and the bleed. 
ns of ſuch as do 1o. 

%, We ſhall conſider what it is to die in the Lord. 
To die in the Lord, is to be in him; to be ripe for 
death ; and to die in a ſtate of ripeneſs for death. 1. It 
is to be in him. To be in Chriſt, is to be united to 
tim, as the Lord our righteouſneſs, —as the living and 
lfe-giving, Head, as the fountain of all ſpiritual life and 
grace. It is to be united to his perſon, clothed with 
his righteouſneſs, and endowed with his Spirit, Thus 
it is to be brought off all dependence on ourſelves, our 
own righteouſneſſes, our own doings, exerciſes or at- 
winments,—to Chriſt, as the All of our righteouſneſs 
and ſalvation, To unite with Chriſt, is to fay,—* In 
«the Lord have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength,” Ifa. 
xiv. 24. This is effected by the Spirit's laying hold of 
the dead ſinner, putting life into him; and determinin 
tim to lay hold of Chritt, as having fulfilled all righte. 
ouſneſs for him, and as having the fulneſs of the Spirit 
ef all grace lodged in him for his behoof. © I follow 
" after (ſays Paul), if that I may apprehend that 
« for which alſo 1 am apprehended of Chriſt Je- 
« ſus,” Phil. iii. 12. And here lies the very firſt 
ſtep of all genuine practical religion. Religion does not 
immediately lie, in putting on a profeſſion, abounding 
n religious duties, —nay, nor in being very devout, 
warm and affectionate in the performance of them; All 
ths may be only a cover to a legal heart; wedded to 
ſelf.righteouſmeſs, and conſequently lying under the 
power of ſin. At beſt, it is only the ſuperſtructure, 
which is to be built on the good foundation of being 
brought out of ourſelves to Chriſt. It is excellent, if 
this good foundation be in the firſt place laid; it is 
naught and will fall to the ground, if it is not. So 
me great thing we have to do, in the firſt place, and 
ndeed all our life-long, in the view of death and an 
2ppearance before God, —1s to make ſure work of bein 
on a right foundation for eternity; brought off the 
ſandy foundaticn of a broken covenant of works z—or, 
which is the ſame thing, our own good doings and 
good 
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good duties, —and built on the ſure foundation which 
God hath laid in Zion, Chriſt's finiſhed work. 


2. It is to be ripe for death. It is 1 to ripen ö 
for death, and at length to grow ripe for it, To ripen * 
for death, is to perſevere in the exerciſe of faith and of 6 (| 
all grace to the end; and to hold out in à courſe of * 
new obedience, and of all the fruits of faith to the end. * 

(1.) It is to perſevere in the exerciſe of faith and of "0 
all grace to the end.—lIt is by faith, that we take u * 
our ſtanding on the ſure foundation of Chriſt's finiſhed 8 
work. Faith is juſt a doing our death-bed work betimes, * 
even all our life-long ; a caſting off our beſt righteouſ. . 
neſſes as well as our worſt, our beſt doings as well as * 
our worſt, behind our backs; and flying. wretched and de 
miſerable, and poor and blind and naked, —as we are, tor 
to Chriſt, as having done all for us, and as having all 43 
ſalvation in him for us. All genuine religion is begun fully 
in the exerciſe of this faith, and carried on in it too, In. 
We mult live and die in it, if we would indeed die in p 
the Lord. wii 

And where this faith is, it will be attended with the 10 
exerciſe of every other grace. It will be attended with Fir 
love. For faith worketh by love. It will natively in- P 
fluence love; love to Chriſt, to his perſon and to every af 
thing that bears a relation to him. It will neceſſarily 4 F 
influence the believer to love Chriſt truly and ſincerely, * 
vehemently and ardently, ſteadily and perſeveringly. . 
A true friend loveth at all times. It will influence hom 
him to love Chriſt more and more ;-—and when he has ho 
loved him as much as ever he can, to look down on all & 1 

his love to him, as nothing; as nothing to the love wih Wl. 
which he ſees Chriſt loves him, as nothing to the love & w} 
with which he deſerves to be loved by him, —and as no- cn 
thing to the love with which he deſires and hopes yet en; 
to love him, © As the Father hath loved me, (lays W«.. 
„ Chriſt), ſo have I loved yon; continue ye in my pete 
* love,” John xv. 9. And ſuch love is the beſt prepa- o th 
rative for dying, as being an anticipation and beginning 70 
of the exerciſe and enjoyments of heaven, the land ot 77 
love. (6 gra 


Again, 


1 

Again, where this faith is, it will be accompanied 
with repentance; according to the promiſe, © They 
« ſhall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they 
« ſhall mourn for him,” Zech. xii. 10. When Chriſt 
ſeen, and as often as he is ſeen, in the exerciſe of 
fith,—as having had all our {ins laid on him, as having 
horne the puniſhment of them, and as having carried 
them all away into the land of everlaſting forgetfulneſs ; 
-when this is ſeen, I ſay, it will make fin very bitter, — 
t will make it a deteſtation, an abomination, an abhor- 
rence ; it will engage the believer in a reſolute, ſteady 
ad perſevering mortification of all fin, without ſparing 
the moſt darling idol ; it will make him aim at nothing 
ſhort of its de 6, 4 in the view of his death ; it will influ- 
ence him to walk very humbly, cautiouſly and watch- 
fully all the days of his pilgrimage. See Ezek. xvi. ult. 
la, xxx. 22. Mic. vi. 8. 

Further, where this faith 1s, it will be attended with 
xatience ; patience and ſubmiſſion under all :rofles, and 
patient waiting for the accumpliſhment of the promiſe. 
for faith endures, as ſeeing him that is invilible ; and 
ke that believeth, ſhall not make baſte. Faith, in the 
glaſs of the croſs of Chriſt, ſees all croſſes, even death 
nd the grave, unſtinged, difarmed of every thin 
whereby they might hurt us,—becaufe diſburdened of 
de -urſe ; and therefore fees cauſe to triumph over 
hem. The Chriſtian does not boaſt beyoad reaſon, 
when he ſays, © O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, 
"where is thy victory? The ſting of death is fin ; and 
"the ſtrength of ſin is the law : but thanks be to God, 
"who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jeſus 
"Chriſt,” 1 Cor. xv. 55, — 57. © Chriſt bath redeemed 
"us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for 
" us,” Gal. iii. 1 3. Though he has not yet obtained com- 
pete victory over them, — faith, through the proſpect 
lf the promiſe, ſees it is ſure. I will ranſom them 
"from the power of the grave, I will redeem them 
"from death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O 
(gave, I will be thy deſtruction : repentance ſh?! be 
dd from mine eyes.” Hol. xiii. 14. Nay, Feth ”_ 
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all the promiſes, the promiſes of all bleſſedneſs as wel 
as of an happy outgate from all tribulations, to be firm 
and ſure,—as being all Yea and Amen in Chri/?, t the 
glory of God by us ; and is therefore encouraged to 
wait, under all preſent wants and diſtreſſes, till God's good 
tine for the accompliſhment of them come. «© por 
« the viſion is yet for an appointed time, but at the 


„et 
c end it ſhall ſpeak, and not lie: though it tarry, wat « w 
« for it; becauſe it will ſurely come, it will not tarry “ t 
Hab. ii. 3. It fees no reaſon for wearying of the Lord's the | 
way, or of well-doing ; as aſſuredly knowing that the tut 
time of enjoyment is undoubtedly and continually draw WR bt 
ing near. © And let us not be weary in well. doing hang 
« for in due ſcaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not,” G hive 
vi. 9. com 
Moreover, where this faith is, it is inlaid with that rant 
joy which is the beginning and foretaſte of heaven, 1 
„ Whom having not ſeen, ye love; in whom thong au 
«« now ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with jo of 
“ unſpeakable and full of glory,” 1 Pet. i. 8. Thong = jr 
the believer has experience of ſorrows, great {orrows i. 
perhaps greater ſorrows than the world are acquainte; * th 
withal; 2 would not give the joys he has alſo expert « th 
ence of, for all the world. See Pſal. iv. 6. Prov. xiv. 10 « th 
Now, wherever this faith is, it ſhall be made to per pr 
ſevere. It is in conſequence of the Spirit's apprehend s 
ing us, that we apprehend Chriſt, Phil. iii. 12. Andi « J0 
never loſes the hold of any whom he has once appre « ye 
hended ; and his holding us is, as it were, his holdin [2.1 
the arms of our faith about Chriſt. We have a pre, alive 
nant promiſe of this, Iſa. lix. 21. © As for me, this dan 
my covenant with them, ſaith the Lord; my Spirit tl their 
“is upon thee, and my words which I have put in W EU 
«© mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out « « th 
ce the mouth»of thy ſeed, nor out of the mouth of tl « -þ 
ce ſeeds ſeed, ſaith the Lord, from henceforth and fe TOR 
« ever.” And we have thus the higheſt encourageme ever 
ty give all diligence to the full aſſurance of hope uu most 
the end. but 


(2.) Lis to hold out in a courſe of newobedience, 21 
of all the twnits of faith to the end, To ripen for chin 
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u the Lord, is to perſevere in the exerciſe of grace, as 
if now explained, —and in the practice of all holineſs, 
zit becometh ſaints. It is to hve and die in the faith, 
« it is ſaid of the ancient worthies, Heb, xi. x3.; and it 
to be found in the conſcientious and diligent diſcharge 
of duty, at the Lord's coming, according to Solomon's 
lretion ; Eccleſ. ix. ro. © Whatſoever thy-hand find - 
„eth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no 
« work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in the 
« orave Whither thou goeſt.” If we would be found in 
the Lord at death, we muſt never once give way to flothy, 
dot hold on in the narrow way which leadeth to ever- 
yihng life — with all diligence. There is a heavy woe 
hanging over the head of the ſervant who dares be- 
have ill, upon a pre ſumption of his Lord's delaying his 
coming. —as you read in Mat. xxiv. 48,—51. No ſer- 
rant would with to be found by his maſter idling. 

There are particularly the few following dunes, that 
dur Lord wills we ſhould be employed in at his coming. 
ü.] Livehneſs in faith, and indeed in all grace and duty, 
x jaſt now hinted ; and as the Apoſtle exhorts, Heb. 
ni. 11, 12. © We detire that every one of you do thew 
the ſame diligence to the full afturance of hope unta 
the end; that ye be not flothful, but followers of 
(them, who, through faith and patience, inherit the 
« promifes.”” See 2 Pet. i. 5,—11. [2.] Watchfulneſs, 
as our Lord exhorts, Luke xui. 35, 36. Let your 
„Joins be girded about, and your lights burning; and 


ye yourſelves hke unto men that wait for their Lord.“ 
a z.] Heavenlineſs, —being mortified to the world, and 
re alive ro God. Where ſhould the hearts of dying Chri- 
us | ſans be, —but where their Lord is, their inheritance is, 
thi their home is: © If ye then be riſen with Chrift, ſeek 
th « thoſe things which are above, where Chriſt ſittethꝭ on 
at 0 * the right hand of God; ſet your affection on things 
tl "aove, not on things on the earth.“ To fee one 
| 10 bowing down to the grave, but graſping as eagerly as 
me ever at the periſhing riches of this world, —is one of the 
unt nolt rueful ſpectacles that this ſinful world exhibits ; 
; Wt to ſee one gradually looling all earthly gripes, but 
** B at 
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at the ſame time taking a death's gripe of the f 
of the purchaſed er 2 the R 
ſing, edifying and heavenly fights that is to be — 
[4.] Longing to be rid of a body of fin, and to be with 
the Lord. “ For we that are in this tabernacle d 
«« groan, being burdened : not for that we would he 
d unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be 
{wallowed up of life.” 2 Cor. v. 4. x 
Such is the attainment that all ought to aim at, 3 
ever they would be found to die in the Lord. Ang in 


ſo far as they come ſhort of it, they ought to be deeply 


humbled before the Lord, to cry for a merciful reco. 
very,—and to give themſelves no reſt till they obtain it 

3. It is to die in a ſtate of ripeneſs for death. Hz. 
ving gradually ripened for it, it is to fall off like ripe 
fruit, according to the promiſe, Job v. 26. Thou 
* ſhalt come to thy grave in a full age; like as a ſhock 
6 of corn cometh in, in his ſeaſon.“ Doleful enough 
has ſometimes been the death-bed exerciſe of even oe. 
nuine faints,-who had given way to unbelief, floth and 
untenderneſs. Their fins ſtared them in the face; their 
evidences for a comfortable meeting with the Lord were 
loſt ; for any thing they could fee, they would have to 
make a leap in the dark; nay they had diſmal appre- 
henſions of meeting with an angry God, and of having 
their portion with ſinners. But blefled, thrice bleſſed 
they, who have gradually ripened for a happy immor- 
tality. They ſee that their ſalvation is now nearer than 
when they firſt believed. They can look back on the world, 
as a deceitful vanity; and their hearts, through a foretaſte 
of the fruits of the better country, are looſed from it. 
"They can look foreward to the world to come, wich com- 


Fort and joy; and they know ſo much of it, as makes 


them long for it, having a deſire to depart and to be 
with Chriſt, "They look on their {ins and ſhort-comings 
with grief and ſorrow, it is true; but they do it allo 


with comfort, as ſeeing them all done away by the blood 


of the Lamb. They refle& on the Lord's way toward 
them with ſatisfaction and gratitude. We have a fe- 


markable inſtance of this in Jacob. His lot had perl 
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ven as afflicted as that of moſt others. Yet, when he 
ame to die, ſeeing that God had intended good and 
lone good to him, by the molt afflicted parts of it; he 
effec God, under the character of the Cod who had fed 
wn all his life-long unto that day, and the angel who had 
eme him from all evil, Gen. xIviii. 15, 16. And, 
11 word, they take the ſtaff of the promiſe in the hand 
faith 3 and therewith wade through the Jordan of 
each in ſome degree of aſſurance and comfort, —as Da- 
id hoped to do, Pſal. xxiii. 4. © Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear 
«no evil: For thou art with me, thy rod and thy {talt 
they comfort me.“ 

Room indeed muſt be left to ſovereignty. The Lord 
my ſurprize even backlliding Chriſtians with a vilit, 
-mercifully recovering them from their departures 


e him, and making them meet to be partakers of the 
tberitance of the ſaints in light, —ſo as they may die in 
ee and comfort. And he may fee cauſe to hide his 
a xe even from the molt upright and tender, —fo as their 


in may ſet under a cloud, Iſa. xlv. 15. But comfort 
ere i readily attend diligence ; and the want of it, floth. 
Thou meeteſt him that rejoiceth, and worketh righ- 
_ | teoulneſs 3 thoſe that remember thee in thy ways.“ 

a liv. 5, However, we mult add here, that the ſor- 


ing 

ed which may attend the death-bed of the genuine 
or. uictan—will ſoon be over. © Weeping may endure 
han for a night, but joy cometh in the morning,” Pſal. 
rid, a} | 
ate uy, We ſhall confider the bleſſedneſs of ſuch as die 
1 It, [the Lord. It is beyond deſcription, nay beyond con- 
on. den. It is fo great as to be comprehenſible only by 
des bimſelf, Iſa. Ixiv. 4. © For ſince the beginning of 
bel de word, men have not heard, nor perceived by the 
ines! er, neither hath the eye ſeen, O God, beſides thee, 
alſo ' what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for 
lood lin.” However, ſo much of it may be known from 


ad Bible, as is enough to attract all hearts to it. We 
lure that thoſe who die in the Lord ſhall be bleſſed 
Elyerance from all their trials, in the perfection of 


been all 
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all their grares, in the perfection of all their enjoymers, 
in the fulfilment of all their hopes, in the accompliſh 
ment of all the promiſes, in the viſion and fruition 0 
God and the Lamb, and in the ſatisfaction of all thei 
deſires. 

1. They ſhall be bleſſed in deliverance from all the 
trials. They will carry fin and forrow with them +, 
the very brink of the Jordan of death; but they vi 
carry neither the one nor the other through it with 
them. The wicked fhall carry none of their enjoyment 
with them: and the righteous ſhall carry none of the; 
trials with them. At the ſawe time that they. bid 
long farewel to their deareſt friends and acquaintance, 
they will bid an eternal farewel to all troubles—ariſi 
from indwelling corruption, from a deceitful wor 
from a tempting devil, from untender and unfaithſt 
friends, from anxious and perplexing cares, and from 
crazy body. | 

(1.) They thall no longer be plagued with indwelli 
corruption. This had been their trial all their day 
and the heavieſt of all their trials too. Paul was a note 
inſtance of manifold and heavy trials: “ In priſons fi 
* quent, in death oft: Of the Jews five times receiv 
© he forty ſtripes, fave one: Thrice was he beate 
« with rods; once was he ſtoned ; thrice he ſuflert 
<© flipwreck ; a night and a day, he had been in tl 
« deep; in journeyings often ; in perils of waters, 
4 perils of robbers, in perils by his own countryme 
«© jm perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in! 
ce rils in the wilderneſs, in perils in the ſea, in perils 
% mong falſe brethren ; in wearinefs and painfulnels, 
« watchings often, in hunger and thirſt, in failings 
ee ten, in cold and nakedneſs,“ as he himſelf tells 
2 Cor. xi. 23,27. But in all theſe he was hap; 
Only, under indwelling corruption he was wretche 
« O wretched man that I am ! who ſhall deliver 

e from the body of this death?” Rom. vii. 24. 
this wretched foe purſues the beſt of ſaints to the V 
ates of death. Nay, it may be, they are in the 3 
nies of a twofold death at once; the death of the na 
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ul body, und the death of a body of ſin ut the mo- 

ment they leave the frail and dead carcate, which can now 

he of no ule to them, till it be new formed for the 

furpoſe of everlaſting uſe, — they will be conquerors, 

nay, and more than conquerors over their wortt toe. 

Immediately on parting with the lothſome carcaſe, till 
it be faſhioned again like unto Chriſt's glorious body, — 

they'll find themſelves well, everlaſtingly well; —in Food 

health, in everlatt! health : No longer Jiable to be 
difquieted by unbeheving fears and deſpondencies; no 
more obnoxious to vain, earthly or unworthy thoughts ; 
no longer in danger of having their luſts and corruptions 
wake ned by tempting objects, — not only as being for 
ever infinitely removed trom all tuch ol jects, but as ha- 
ring no more any Jufts or corruptions in them. I hey?l] 
find themſelves at once fit to affociate with the ſpirits of 
int men made perfect. 

(2.) They will no longer be troabled with a deceit- 
ful world. Often had it promiſed them ſome fatisfac- 
tion; and as often had it deceived them, till they be- 
gan to feel the deceit. © I have ſcen all the works 
„that are done under the fun, (lays Solomon); and 
« behold, all is vanity and vexation of ſpirit.“ Ecclef. 
1.14- Sometimes they were in danger from its ſmiles; 
and ſometimes, from its frowns : Always were they in 
hazard from the one or the other; — in hazard of ſin- 
ning, — of being .alled atleep in fecurity, or of fretting 
againſt God; of being immerſed in eatthlinefs, pride, 
vanity, and forgetfulneſs of God, - or of being 1wal- 
lowed wp in axous and carking cares, deſponding and 
mbelieving fears. This workd had thus been a hard 
ſtepmother to them. But now they bid a gladſome 
adieu to it, wath all its plittering toys or dittratting mil- 
chiefs. And they have the full comfort of the accom- 
plthment of Chrifſt's cheering promiſe. John xvi. 33. 
In the world ye thall have tribulation; but be of good 
* cheer T have overcome the world.” Nay; they have 
now no longer the burden even of thoſe whom it had 
been greatly their duty to take the charge of; as ſee- 
ing, perfectly ſecing, then God and Father to have the 
| | charge 
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charge of them. Even the neareſt relations have 90 
longer the charge or burden of one another, Hence 
God ſays, © Leave thy fatherleſs children, I will pre. 
«« ſerve them alive; and let thy widows truſt in me » 
Jer. xlix. 11. 

(3-) They will no longer be annoyed by a tempting 
devil. From the moment eſpecially that they had given 
heart and hand to the Lord Chriſt, —he had never once 
failed to go the whole length of his chain, to tempt, mo. 
leſt and harraſs them. It was not from a want of malice 
in him, if they had at any time a moment's reſt. Hence 
the Apoſtle warns us, © Be ſober, be vigilant ; becauſe 
** your adverſary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, ſeeking whom he may devour.” 1 Pet. v. 8. 
And ſometimes he had rendered their life ſcarcely ſup. 
portable,—an inſtance whereof we have in Paul : Such 
was the unſupportable torment of the thorn in the fleſh, 
the maſſenger of Satan permitted to buffet him, —that for thi; 
thing he beſought the Lord thrice and moſt ardently, that 
it might depart from him, 2 Cor. xii. 7, 8. Sometimes 
he had put on the guiſe of a friend; and tempted them 
to what was pleaſing to the fleſh, or even had an ap- 
pearance of good. Thus through Peter he tempted 
Chriſt. Our Lord having plainly foretold his death and 
reſurrection,-— ** Then Peter took him (it is ſaid) and 
* began to rebuke him, ſaying, Be it far from thee, 
*«. Lord: this ſhall not be unto thee. But he turned 
* and ſaid unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan, (he 
e knew and allowed it was Satan ſpeaking out of Pe- 
ce ter), thou art an offence unto me: for thou ſavour- 
c eſt not the things that be of God, but thoſe that be 
« of men,” Mat. xvi. 21,—23. And ſometimes he had 
put off the maſk, appeared (JI may fay) in his own like- 
neſs, and tormented them with horrible ſuggeſtions,-- 
which, I ſuppoſe, the Apoſtle means by fiery darts in 
Epli. vi. 16. And very readily, on knowing that they 
mult ſoon be beyond his reach, he had muſtered all his 
force againſt them on a death-bed,—even as he made the 
moſt reſolute attack on the Head, in the hour and power 
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ed, eternally fixed, between him and them, — that it 
an never be in his power to annoy them more. While 
ve ſojourn in this apoſtate world, we are continually 
within ſpeech of the prince of the power of the air. 
But heaven 1s infinitely beyond the reach of his cry. 
dee Iſa. xxx v. q, 10. 

(4.) They will no longer be made uneaſy by unten- 
ler and unfaithful friends. David had ſevere trials 
from thoſe who owed him the greateſt kindneſs, as he 
complains, Pſal. Iv. 12,—14. And all are warned to lay 
their account with heavy croſſes even in their neareſt 
relations, Mic. vii. 5, 6. Falſe-hearted profeſſors are 
often as briars and thorns in the ſides of the upright 
nd faithful; which made Paul ſay, I would they 
« were even cut off who trouble you,” Gal. v. 12. 
Nay, the beſt, by reaſon of indwelling corruption, are 
bmetimes a diſcouragement and ſnare to one another. 
Even Peter was a ſnare to Barnabas, as you read in 
Gal, ii. 12, 13. This makes the loſs of the deareſt and 
beſt friends to be no loſs at all to departed ſaints, In- 
tead of the fellowſhip of weak, unſtable and ſinful 
nen, — death brings them to an innumerable company 
; of angels, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. 
| (5.) They will be no longer liable to anxious and 

perplexing cares. Often had they been diſturbed by 

thoſe, in the hours of their cloſſeſt retirement and the 
noments of their neareſt communion with God. But 
wy they bid an eternal adien to them all. They 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as 
the angels of God in heaven,” Mat. xxii. 30. 
Nay, it is ſometimes no ſmall burden to the ſaints, to 
ewe the church and their dear Chriſtian friends be- 
find; while the intereſts of Zion are in an unproſpe- 
ous ſtate, eſpecially while they ſee a ſtorm of judg- 
nents hanging over it. But ſuppoſing departed ſaints 
o have all knowledge of things reſpecting the church 
gere below,. which may perhaps be true; and all the 
mth of concern for her welfare, - which is undoubt- 
day true: Death will at once eaſe them of all the bur- 
e by bringing them to ſee all things reſpecting the 
| churcl; 


1 „ 


Les Te... TR. 


n 


= 


* 1 —— 


iO ona og Cf OA IG 


nay, under the charge of covenant-love. Sce Pal. xvi, 


„ 
church fo entirely in the hands of the church'; 
faithful and tender Head, and all theſe things going on 
ſo ſteadily and ſucceſſively towards her welfare aud per. 
fection, as to leave no room for anxiety. Could we 
ſee things as they fee them, we would never have; 
troubled heart either about ourſelves or the church. 
(6.) They will no longer be burdened with u cart 
body. Often had this been a fad incumbrance to th; 
embodied faint. The ſpirit was willing, but the #c< 
was weak. Seldom was the frail and lumpiſh taber. 
nacle of clay able to keep up with the ſpiritual and im. 
mortal foul. But now it lays afide its clog. The 
ſoul, while in the body, was, I may ſay, immured in 1 
dungeon. But now the earthly houſe of this taher. 
nacle turns ſo crazy, that it falls down about the fon!'s 
ears; and without finding itſelf hurt by the fall, the 
ſoul perceives itſelf at once in open day-light,—and ſee: 
even as it is ſeen, and knows even as it is knoun— Þ| 
And though the foul ſtill retains all affection to its ſallen 
carcaſe, it feels no uneaſmeſs for it. no even though 
it ſhould be burnt, and tae aſhes thereof ſcattered to. 
wards the four winds of heaven; as feeing every par. 
ticle thereof under the charge of divine Providence, 


wite, 


„ 10; 

Thus to thoſe that die in the Lord, death is no loſs, 
Nay, it is great gain. 

2. They ſhall be bleſſed in the perfection of all their 
graces.— | he wicked ſhall carry nothing through death 
with them, but their ſins, —their luſts and corruptions— 
now grown up to full ſtrength, with the curſe of God 
lying on them, as the juſt defert of their fins. Though 
they have ever ſo great abundance of the pleaſures, pro- 
fits and honours of this world, — they can carry nothing 
of them hence ; they muſt bid an eternal, though rue 
ful, adieu to them all. Nay, though they excel eve 
fo eminently in knowledge, —all the knowledge that the 
world counts excellent, uſeful and delightful,—ſo as eve 
to ſurpaſs a Bacon, a Newton, a Locke, and the mo: 
learned men that ever were; they muſt at once plunge 


inte 
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to utter darkneſs, without ever having it in their 

wer to recal a pleaſant thought, or indeed to reflect 
on any thing but their fins; the dreadful folly of ſtudy- 
ing every thing but the one thing needful, and there- 
b coming ſhort of it, The ſaints, on the other hand, 
ill carry all their graces with them. It will be no 
ofs to them, that they do not carry thoſe things with 
hem which one way or another were a continual ſnare, 
harden or hazard to them; while they carry every thing 
that is of worth about themſelves with them. Death 


er. f b E 1 * 
* that will fwallow up all their corruptions, will at once 
* perfect all their graces. They'll in the twinkling of an 


we find themſelves arrived at the ſtature of perfect men 


0 2 3 . | 
er n Chritt. On cloſing their eyes on this valley of tears, 
WT ad opening them in glory, —the very firſt fight they 


et of God and the Lamb, will perfectly aſſimilate 
them to the object ſeen, * We ſhal) be hke him; for 


ge hall fee him as he is,” 1 John iii. 2. The elect 
len bebe that never ſaw the light, will find himſelf at no 
190 ofs for ſight, -- -but will in the firſt inſtance be raviſhed 
ich the light of eternal glory. Though the old ſin- 
„ die an idiot; the young veſle} of mercy dies in full 
„ce, mturity. © There ſhall be no more thence an infant 
r, (of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: 
for the child ſhall die an hundred years old; but the 
„banner, being an hundred years old, ſhall be accur- 
© ſed.” Ia. Ixv. 20. 
heir There will be no room indeed, in the immediate vi- 
ah bon and full fruition of God and the Lamb, for the ex- 
„ ecie of grace as now, under a diſpenſation of ordi- 
God ances and only a partial accompliſhment of the pro- 
ugh mile. For what a man /eeth, why doth he yet hope fon? 


Fach will be ſwallowed up in viſion, and hope in frui- 
won, But the new man will not be mangled ; none of 
lis members will be cut off. Faith acts now, by truſt 


rue 
eren an unſeen Saviour; it will act then, by ſeeing what 
the 2 believes. Hope acts now, by patiently waitin 


for the promiſed good ; it will act then, by erernally 
(king it in. Love will no longer pant after an ab- 
ent Chriſt ; but will eternally ſolace itſelf ia him ma- 
C nifeſting 
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chriſtian friends of the precious ordinances, nay nt 
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nifeſting himſelf in all his glory. And joy will i 

longer be mixed with ſorrow z but ſhall be uninterrupt 

edly and eternally carried up to the very higheſt Pitch 
of raviſhment. 

3. They ſhall be bleſſed in the perfection of all the; 


preſent enjoyments,—If the enjoyments which thi 


happ 
ſome 
dinar 
cying 
ſee 1 


0e 

world affords were worth the mentioning, —they {hal 
be bleſſed with what are abundantly more deſireae bun 
In place of the pinching poverty or deceitful rd 
which this world allots to people, — they ſhall be bleſs « tl 
with riches and honour, yea, durable riches and ren 
teouſneſs. The Lamb who is in the midſt of thelfiM« t; 
* throne ſhall feed them, and {ſhall lead them unto |; N. 
“ ving fountains of waters: and God thall wipe away 4 
* all tears from their eyes,” Rev. vii. 17. And et hopt 
worthy of obfervation, that in the viſion which M es: 
had of the heavenly Jeruſalem, —the /treet of the ci poll 
was pure gold, as it were tranſparent glaſs : So h hin 
what the world are now moſt of all enamoured with mis 
they ſhall trample under their feet; being bleſſed with dear 
infinitely better enjoyments, they ſhall make no accou © 1 
of what the world are now moſt eagerly in purſuit of i toc 
But when we ſay, that they ſhall be bleſſed in the com 
perfection of their preſent enjoyments,— we mean tho the: 
of a ſpiritual nature; ſuch as are adapted to the nature to ; 
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faculties and cravings of the precious and immortal ſoul. 
Chriſtians have enjoyments which this world doch not 
afford, and which the men of the world know no- 
thing of; they have ſweet ſatisfaction, great blelled- 
neſs, the very beginnings of heaven, —in COmmunion 
with God and with one another, in word and ordinan- 
ces: And the heavenly ſtate will be a perfection ot 4 
thoſe. Thoſe who are got home to the heavenly Je: 
ruſalem, will not need to regret the loſs of their dear 


of the precious Bible. To loſe the ciſtern for the founs 
tain-head, is no loſs at all. At the ſame time that dead 
will put a period to the preſent method of their enjoy: 
ments, it will bring them to a far better; it will bring] 
them to the | immediate and full enjoyment 2 all tha 
jappinels, 
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jappineſs, of which they have in the mean time only 
ſome diſtant and ſcanty proſpect of in word and. of 
anances. Inſtead of being under the neceſſity of ſtu- 
going the mind of God from his written word, they'll 
oe ir at once in the face of him whoſe name is, The 


1:8 #54 of God. In place of fome ſcanty drops, through 
half de medium of word and ordinances,——they?ll drink 
ble ininterruptedly and erernally at the fountain- head. 


„They ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied with the fatneſs of 
« thy houſe : And thou ſhalt make them drink of the 
« river of thy pleaſures. For with thee is the foun- 
« tain of life; in thy light thall we fee light.“ Pal. 
xxxvi. 8, 9. 

4. They ſhall be bleſſed in the fulfilment of all their 
hopes. What happineſs is enjoyed in this world, ari— 
ſes moſtly from hope, It is not fo much what a man 


cio poſſeſſes, as what he hopes yet to obtain, that gives 
a hin ſatisfaction. The worldling's hopes are all from 
h this world; and they'll all deceive him: So that at 


death he will have dreadful reaton to fay, “ All is 
« loft,” The Chriſtian's hopes are all from the world 
to-come 3 and let them be ever fo high, aſſured and 
comfortable, — the heavenly ſtate will tultil, nay outdo 
them all. Iſa. Ixiv. 4. When the {inner dies, —he goes 
to priſon, to ly there, till he be brought to account for 
al his preſumptuous hopes of impunity in ſin; and all 
his confident hopes of well-being on the footing of his 
well-doing, When the faint dies, —he goes homie, to 
enjoy all that ever he had been made to hope for, in 
the times of his moſt comfortable aſſurance, and in the 
moments of his ſweeteſt communion with God. Yes, 
Chriſtian, now is the time of hope; hereafter is the 


; ime of enjoyment : And the ground of your hope will 
dea not fail you. For the needy ſhall not always be for- 


" gotten 3 the expectation of the poor ſhall not periſh 
forever, Pal. ix, 18. „ Thus ſaith the Lord 
* God, Behold, I lay in Zion, for a foundation, a 
* ſtone, a tried ſtone, a precious corner-ſtone, a ſure 
foundation,“ Iſa. xxviit. 16. You may form ſome 
ant conception by this, what heaven mult be; juſt 
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the uninterrupted and full enjoyment of what you have 
in the mean time fome taſte of,—and been made to 
hope for, when your hopes, under the cheering inſt. 
ence of a bright glimpſe of the Sun af righteouſneſ 
have been molt aſſured, comfortable and joy ful. 

5. They ſhall be bleſſed in the accompliſhment of 3 
the promiſes. It is impoſſible to tell, nay, or conceire 
how much goodneſs is laid up in the exceeding great 
and precious promiſes of God's everlaſting covenant 
See Pal. xxxi. 19. But great and precious as it is, the 
full and everlaſting enjoyment of it is inſured to a 
{zints. *© Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt, who, according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, by the 
« reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead; to an 
« inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fa. 
deth not away, reſerved in heaven for you: Who 
« are kept by the power of God, through faith unty 
« ſalvation, ready to be revealed in the laſt time,” 
1 Pet. 1. 3.—5. The promiſe is in the accompliſhing ; 
the far greateſt part of it yet remains to be fulfilled : 
But as ture as God has ſpoken it, and as ſure as he 
hath begun to accompliſh it, —he will go on to perform 
it fully, to the everlaſting comfort and ſatisfaction of 
all that truſt it. Thy word (ſays David,) is true 
<* from the beginning; and every one of thy righteous 
« judgments endureth for ever,” Pſal. cxix. 169.— 
Look through the precious Bible then, Chrittian ; 
ſtudy the contents of it well; and as an encourage. 
ment to you, under all preſent loſſes and croſſes, and 
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in the view of death—which will put a final period to! 


all earthly connections, —aſſure yourſelves of the full 
accompliſhment of all the promiſes thereof. As God 
ſaid to Abraham, “ Lift up now thine eyes and hoh, 
« from the place where thou art, north-ward, aud 
© ſouth-ward, and eaſt- ward, and weſt- ward. For al 
© the land which thou ſeeſt, to thee will I give it, and 
ce to thy ſeed for ever,” Gen. xiii. 14, 15: — S0 may 
we ſay to you, Look from the beginning to the end ol 


your Bibles, without overlooking the {malleſt jota ac 
title, 
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bee, aud aſſure yourſelves all is yours : ** All things 
« are yours,” ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. ni. 21. Pre- 
ſently yours, ſurely yours,—and ſhall be eternally 
ours. 

| 6. They ſhall be bleſſed in the immediate viſion and 
@ll fruition of God and the Lamb. This will be the 
ſumnit and centre of all their bliſs; even as it is the 
mate intention of all that we have ſpoken of. 1hey?ll 
he compleatly delivered from all annoyances from with. 


he or from without,—that they may ſee God; even as 
al when the diſciples, on the mount of transfi Turation, 
rd had lift up their eyes, they ſinu na man ſave Feſus only, 
rcy Mat. xvii. 8, Their graces thall be perfected, —that 


they may ſerve God and fee his face. Herein all their 
preſent enjoyments, all their hopes, and the full accom- 
plilment of all the promiſes— will be fined up. —_We 
know indeed but very little of it. However, we may 
vell know, that it mult be all bleſſedneſs and perfection. 
God himſelf is and muſt be the chief good, the reſt of 


W the heart, the centre of all the deſires of the immor- 
4 : a foul. To ſee and enjoy him therefore, muſt be the 
ne perfection of happine ſs. 

rm And all ſaints hall uninterruptedly and eternally ſee 
of hin. They ſhall fee his face; they ſhall ſee him face 
rue to face; they ſhall fee him as he is. They ſhall ſee 
"0s him, as in Chriſt. They mall not only tee the man 
— Chritt Jeſus.; which will indeed be a moſt glorious and 
an; bielled fight 2 But they ſhall fee God in him. © God, 
ge. „ho commanded the light to ſhine out of dar neſs, 
and * hath thined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
“knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jeſus 
full * Chriſt,” 2 Cor. iv. 6. And that light which is now 
God dut dark and dim, ſhall be brig.nened into perfection; 
ok, enabling all fra uninterruptedly and eternaily to bes 
aud bold all the glory of God ſhining in him, —atl the glory 
r all of all his pertections, all the glory of all his pertectt- 
and ons as centering in him who is Immanuel, their Redeem. 
may er, Huſband and Head; all the glory of divine love, di— 
d of me wiſdom, divine juftice and holineſs, divine power 
> nd omnipotence, divine goodneſs and mercy, ſhining 
title, 
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un their everlaſting redemption. Thus they'll ſee Goa 
to be for ever infinitely well-pleaſed with them; they'll 
fee him to be uninterruptedly and eternally rejoicing 
over them to do them good, all poſſible good; they! 
ſee his very heart to be all love towards them. They 
be led into the whole myſtery of grace and the whole 
myſtery of providence, reſpecting the church and them. 
ſelves, as the ſame lie in the divine mind. They wil 
not need to ſtudy thoſe myſteries as in the preſent 
ſtate, —by a careful ſearching of the ſcriptures and ai. 
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1 a1 
ligent obſervation of providences. "They'll ſee thema 
once in all their glory, in all their plainneſs, and in the MM v: 
connection of all their various parts, as the ſame lie n vin 
the divine purpoſe and decree ; the plorions Immanuel bus 
continually holding up the book of the divine decrees tu t!: 


them, for their looking into it, as it were, with their 
own eyes, — he having prevailed to open the book and 1 
logſe the ſeven ſeals thereof. Thus they'll ſee clearly in. 
to the whole plan of redemption, particularly as cen. 
tering in the glory of God and their falvation. And 
they'll ſee that God's thoughts and ways were all along 
thoughts and ways of peace and not of evil,—to give 
them an expected end, 

And they'll thus be uninterruptedly and eternally bleſſed} 
with as large communications of the divine goodneſs, ag 
they ſhall be able to contain. Seeing God perfectly, they 
ſhall enjoy him perfectly too. They ſhall be as innumer: 
able ſmall veſſels in the ocean; ever full, though nevet 
able to comprehend all. What a wonderful difference it 
that between earth and heaven! Here the moſt favours 
ed ſaints have only a taſte, a ſip or a drop at ſeldomf 
and rare times. But in God's preſence 1s fulneſs off 
joy, at his right hand there are pleaſures ſor ever+ 
more, Thus | 


Ia, 
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7. In one word, they ſhall be bleſſed in the ſatisfact- re 
on of all their deſires. The enjoyment” God the chiet © t 
good 1s that beyond which the heart of man, hungry = © | 
and immenſe as it is, neither needs nor can defire ori tri 
enjoy more. All the defires of renewed fouls are coi-W for 
lected and centred in this one individual point, the en- 


joyment 
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Go opment of God here and hereafter. ® One thing 
=" IG I deſired of the Lord, that will I ſeek after, 
ng WF that I may dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the days 
ey" BF of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
ey FF inquire in his temple.” Pſal. xxvii. 4. And now 
hole hey reach the point they ſo ardently deſire. And 


« jt ſhall be ſaid in that day“ (to far better purpoſe and 


em. | . +: 
wil Wo far higher ſenſe than ever it had been ſaid be- 
ſent More) © Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, 


„ and he will ſave us: This is the Lord; we have 
« waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his ſal- 
« vation.“ Iſa. XXV. 9. God's love and coodnets will 
minterruptedly and eternally flow into their inmoſt 
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nel us. He ſhall enter into peace; they ſhall reſt in 
esto their beds, each one walking in his uprightneſs.“ 
heir la. leü. 2. And they ſhall be uninterruptedly and eter- 


rally ſwallowed up in love and gratitude, joy and praiſe. 
Unto bim that loved us and walhed us from our fins 
ein his own blood, And hath made us kings and 
{ rrieſts unto God and his Father; to him be glory 
„and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” Rev. i. 
6 6. It is not for us to have diſtinct apprehenſions 
f all this bleſſedneſs. But all ſaints have ſome expe- 
rence of glimpſes of the beloved's face, and of inetfable 
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„ 25M ftisfaction reſulting therefrom. Now, ſuppoſe thoſe 
they s be as full as they would with, and ſuppoſe them ne- 
ner- ee to be interrupted or ended; this is juſt heaven, or 


eve mething very like it. 
ce 1} We ſhall now conclude this diſcourſe in ſome im- 
our. jrovement of this moſt comfortable truth, © Blefled are 


dom! 
's off 


ver « 


the dead who die in the Lord.” Hence ſee, 

1. What a dreadful thing it muſt be, to die out of, 
Chriſt, If it may be ſaid, © Bleſſed are the dead who 
„die in the Lord ;” it may with equal but dreadful 
ralon be faid, “ Curſed are the dead who die not in 
the Lord,—or who die out of Chriſt and in their 
„ fins,” The reverſe of what has been juſt now de- 
crided, muſt be their wretched and miſerable condition 
br ever, Chriſtians, or thoſe who die in the Lord, 


ha!l be bleſſed in deliverance from all their trials. But 
death 
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death to all Chriſtleſs ſinners, inſtead of being 1 rej 
from preſent tribulations or even the agonies of death 
will only be the heginnings of their ſorrows. Suppel 
them to have been afflicted all their Ife. long, and wy 
m the ſevereſt agonies of both body and mind; 
were to follow them but one ſtep mto the other wor * 
would fee them, —plunged at once into torments on! 
compariſon with which all the miſeries they had hither 
to endured were perfect eaſe. 

& Snares. fire and brimſtone, furious ſtorms 
« on ſinners he fhall rain: 

This, as the portion of their cup, 
% doth unto them pertain.” Pfal. xi 
The rich man (in the parable} died and was buried 
and (it availed him nothing that he had a honoural 
burial, or that his friends praiſed him for having ade 
ſuch an induſtrious part in life, Pal. xlix. 18, 19,—for 
in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, Luke u 
22, 2J. 
Again, Chriſtians ſhall be bleſſed in the perfectio 
of all their graces. But at the fame time that Chritthet 
finners ſhall leave all that is lovely and commendahl 
about their temper and diſpoſition, carriage and beha 
viour, behind them ; and the worſt have ſomething a 
miable and praite-worthy about them: They'l! carr 
all their fins, al} their luſts and corruptions—now grov 
up to fall ſtrength or rather perfect deviliſhnels, wit 
them. A depar ted faint is one whoſe ſoul is thor: oughh 
cured of the diſcaſe of fin. A departed finner is on 
whoſe caſe is grown everlaſtingly incurable. A * 
ed faint is, I may ſay, a glorified angel. A dep 
ſinner is in like manner an imprifoned devil. And b 
luſts and corruptions, particularly his ill conſcience, wil 
be an eternal torture to him. © Their worm ſhall nog 
« die, neither ſhall their fire be quenched, and the 
« ſhall be an abhorrivg unto all fleſh.” Ifa. IXvi. 24. 
The dead bodies of the ſaints ſhall reſt in their graves, 
under the guardianſip of the covenant of pr omiſe, i 
order to a reſurrection in eternal glory, in par tnerfhi 


with their bleſſed fouls. The dead bodies of ſinner 
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dall be held faſt in their graves, as in ſo many dark 
nriſons ; in order to a reſurrection in ſhame and ever- 
failing contempt, in partnerſhip with their accurſed 

. 
22 Chriſtians ſhall be bleſſed in the perfection 
all their enjoyments. But all the enjoyments of 
Chriſtleſs ſinners are eternally at an end, the moment 
they leave this deceitful and miſerable world. Only, 
the remembrance of having miſimproved and abuſed 
them will ſting them with the keeneſt remorſe for ever. 
It is a dreadfully cutting word which Abraham (in the 
arable) ſays to the rich man in hell; “ Son, remember 
that thou in thy life-time receivedſt thy good things.“ 
Luke xvi. 25. As if he had ſaid, you have got all 
the good things you ſhall ever get ; and you muſt now 
ine in eternal want: Becauſe, inſtead of improving 
the riches that providence laviſhed on you for God's 
glory and your ſoul's welfare, you had nor fo much 
15 houſe-room or a morſal to ſpare to good Lazarus. 

Whereas Chriſtians ſhall be blefled in the fulfilment 
of all their hopes; all hope, all ground of hope, all 


hadow of ground of hope, of deliverance, nay, or of 


the leaſt abatement of their miſery,— ſhall at once ut- 
terly fail all Chriſtleſs ſinners. Perhaps, they had 
bouyed themſelves up with the hopes even of everlaſt- 
ng bleſſedneſs; but now their deſpair is deep and tor- 
menting, proportionably to the height of thofe pre- 
umptuous hopes. See Mat. xi. 20,—24. And 
whereas Chriſtians ſhall be bleſſed in the accompliſh- 
nent of all the promiſes of God's word; Chriſtleſs ſin- 
ners ſhall be miſerable under the execution of all the 
wreatenings of it. Notwithſtanding their preſumptuous 
bopes while in the world, they had alſo fears, far 
greater fears than people were ready to apprehend, or 
than they were willing to acknowledge ; and in death 
al their fears came upon them, nay, and infinitely 
more than all they ever feared,—the execution of all 
the threatenings of God's law. Nay, whereas Chri- 
ans ſhall have the joyful aſſurance of a bleſſed reſur- 
Kon of their dear bodies, of a glorious acquittance 
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in the great day before all worlds, and of a large ad 
| dition thereupon to their bleſſedneſs ;—Chriſtle(s g. 
| ners ſhall have the horrible proſpect of the reſurrech 
| 8 on of their curſed. bodies, of being haled before th 
1 dread tribunal of Chriſt, of being for ever baniſhed 
| from his bliſsful preſence, and of an inconceivable ad. 
| dition thereupon to the already inſupportable wv 

| of their woe. 
iﬀ/ Moreover, whereas all ſaints ſhall be bleſſed in the 
unmediate viſion and full fruition of God and the 
Lamb,—a ſeeing of the heart of God to be for eve 
all love towards them; all ſinners ſhall be eternally 
Wt curſed with the continual ſight of God,—a ſeeing gf 
| his heart to be all wrath againſt them. Thus, in 
one word, whereas all ſaints ſhall be bleſſed in che fl. 
it tisfaction of all their deſires ; all {ſinners ſhall be eter: 
nally brimful of wrath, horror, anguiſh and deſpair, 
There ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. 
2. What a prudent and wiſe part they act, who pre. 
pare and hold themſelves in readineſs for dying in the 
Lord. All things call aloud for this. Mankind are 
made for eternity. We are guilty of the moſt attrod. 
ous blaſphemy, I may ſay, againſt ourſelves,—a degra. 
ding of ourſelves below the dignity of human nature, a 
debaſing of ourſelves to the rank of brutes; if we do 
not conſider and carry ourſelves as immortal beings. 
Time itſelf bears a direct reſpect to eternity. It is in. 
ceſſantly moving forwards to it ; and the whole valve 
of it lies in affording opportunity of preparing for it, 
All the comforts of this life bear a reſpect to eternity. 
They are brutes or worſe, who can be ſatisfied with 
them as adequate to the deſires of their ſouls they are 
| really of no worth, but as giving leiſure and conve- 
niency for our journey heaven-wards. All the triais01 
1 this life bear a reſpect to eternity. They loudly pro- 
in claim that our reſt is not here, and excite us to provide 
for an eternal hereafter. Eſpecially, all divine ordinat- 
ces bear a reſpeC to eternity. The primary delign of 
them is, to bring us off the ſlippery foundation We are 


naturally upon for an eternal world; and to build oY 
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e ſure foundation which God hath laid in Sion. They 


ak re the moſt arrant fools, therefore, who, ſighting the 318 
tte -n guage of all things about them, provide only for an | | i 
hell certain moment. They are the wileſt of wiſe men, Ne 
. be, improving the language of preſent things, make | | 
ige work of everlaſting bleſſedneſs, when the world : 
and time ſhall be no more. To provide for time and 
then ot for eternity, for the body and not for the ſoul, is 
theW:fnite folly. © For what is a man profited, if he hall 
erer gain the world, and loſe his own ſoul; or what {hall 
nally © man give in exchange for his ſou] ?”” Mat. xvi. 26. 
10 of hoſe who are wiſe for their ſouls and wiſe for eter- 
s, ini, are wiſe indeed. Lay hold on eternal life.“ 
e fa. Tim. vi. 12. 
eter. J Good reaſon for trying what caſe we are in for 
(pair, jing. Life is quite uncertain ; “ Boaſt not thyſelf of 
' to-morrow : for thou knoweſt not what a day may 
bre. bring forth, Prov. xxvii. Death is quite certain; 
| thei 1 know, (ſays Job) that thou wilt bring me to death, 
dae and to the houſe appointed for all living,” Job xxx. 1 
d-. And a matter of ſuch infinite moment and import- ki 
gra. re as dying in the Lord, or in our fins, muſt not be \} 4 
re, eit to mere venture or chance. "Thoſe that can find 1. 
e (0 8: their hearts, without horror and diſmay, to make a 1 1 
Inge in the dark into the vaſt ocean of eternity,— have | | 
1 xi o notion of the importance of death, and will very ſoon wht 
valbe te awakened our of their dream. 9 
* i.) Let us try therefore, if we have had realized 210 
n, rpreſßons of death, of the great and infinite import of it | 
wü, and of what muſt be the immediate iſſue of mat- (arg 
are ers with us in death; let us try, I ſay, if we had rea- 1 
ee impreſſions hereof made on our ſpirits and conſci- i} 1 
'a\s 0! WWrces. There is nothing more common than for people e 
Pre, uppoſe they muſt at laſt die, - though indeed the ge- 198 
ovide frality are for putting the evil day afar off. But there 1-48. 
Tina nothing more rare, than for people to have proper nh! 
BY : apreſſions of the importance and conſequences of death F | 
LY aiding on their ſpirits and conſciences. If we have I | 
mo right thoughts of death,—it has been fixed in our 1 


—nds and conſciences, by the law and ſpirit of God,— 
that 
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your conſciences ; and to God in him, as the alone bi 


3 32 
that we are liable, on account of ſin, to death with the 
ſting or curſe of the law in it; and that there is not a 
poſhbility of eſcaping the curſe, by all our own endes. 
vours,—or otherwiſe than through uniting with obe 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who bore the curſe that we mipht 
go free. 

(2.) Let us try what foundation we are upon, in the 
view of our appearance before God at death. There 
is nothing more certain, than that we are all by nature 
on a wrong foundation, — the foundation of a broken 
covenant of works, or which is the ſame thing, our ow; 
good doings and good duties. And we are ſtill on tha 
ſandy foundation,— unleſs we have found it underni. 
ned, as it were, and ſinking under us; through thy 
Spirit's convincing us of the naughtineſs of all our ow 
en. good doings and good duties, Nay, {g 
vehement and reſolute is our natural attachment to the 
way of doing for life, that we will {till labour in tha 
way,—till we be brought, in the day of the Mediator 
power, weary and heavy-laden, even with the ſentene 
of death in ourſelves, to Chriſt as our alone, but ſure 
reſt. Conſcience mult always have ſomething d here 
to reſt ; and therefore, till Chriſt be revealed therein 
will cling to ſelf-righteouſneſs, even as for life. 

(3.) Let us try what we know about begun meetgel 
for dying in the Lord. It is preſumption to expe ti 
be made meet for death, by a few faint wiſhes on ; 
death-bed ; and therefore in the mean time to deja! 
preparation for it. God may in ſovereign mercy a 
even the moſt heedleſs ſinners at the eleventh hou: 
But none have reaſon to expect it; and leaſt of all tho! 
who, upon a preſumption of it, delay doing their deatl 
bed work betimes.—Verily, preparation is uſually 
gradual work. Try therefore what you know aboul 
being. brought to Chriſt, as the alone but ſafe reſt 0 


ſatisfying reſt of your hearts. See Mat. xi. 28. Pal 
cxvi. 7. Try what you know about being gradual) 
mortified to the world and ſin, - through the virtue 0 


Chriſt's croſs. Sec Rom. vi, 6. Gal. v. 24. vl 
| 1 


139 
And WY what you know about having your hearts gra- 
lually drawn towards God and the things of God, — 
through the virtue of Chriſt's reſurrection. See Cal. ili. 
1-4 Iſa. XXVI. 8, 9 | 

4. Good reaſon why thoſe who are in a ſtate of be- 
gan preparation for death ſhould rejoice. If tbe good 
Cork is really begun, it will moſt aſſuredly be carried 
orward to perfection; and in the faith of it, you may 
ue all diligence with all cheerfulneſs. See Pſal. cxxxvili. 
? Phil. i. 6. And whatever fights of aſflition you 
may have abiding you, in your wilderneſs-ſtate, —the 
own of glory will abundantly counterbalance all ; and 
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r0u onght in the mean time to ſupport and encourage 
ourſelves in the faith of it. See 2 Cor. iv. 16,—18. 
. Good reaſon why thoſe who are in a backgoing 
Me hould repent and do their firſt works. Back{lidin 
b a terrible ſin and judgment. © The backſlider in 
« heart ſhall be filled with his own ways,” Prov. xiv. 


ator” 14. Backſliding, however gratifying to the fleſh, is at- 
tence tended with no true pleaſure or fatizfaction, We may 
(ure zppeal to the confciences and feelings of all ſorts of 


backlliders, for the truth of this. But however ſweet 
t may be in the mean time, it wil! make a comfortleſs, 
ſorrowful and doleful death-bed. Ro terrible will it 
be in that awful hour, if the Spirit of God ſpeak into 


creo! 
ere 


etnel 


ect ti the conſcience, what the Apoſtle ſays, Rom. vi. 21. 
on What fruit had ye then in thoſe things, whereof ye 
deni © are now aſhamed ; for the end of thoſe things is 
-y d „death.“ You thought you had fruit; but now you 
hour feel it is all a moſt perilous deceit. | 

thoſe 6. Good reaſon why all thouid be diligent ; diligent 


death 


in preparation for dying in the Lord. This is not a 


ally matter to be trifled about. The bleſſęedneſs to be loſt 
about by negligence or attained to by diligence, is infinite—is 


reſt o everlaſting. Eternally miſerable muſt they be, who 


ne bu wind only earthly things and neglect ſpiritual things. 

Pal Eternally bleſſed are they, who give all diligence to 
dual run ſo as they may obtain.——Let the molt diligent be 
tue ol more and more diligent. You will preſently and eter. 


1. 14 


nally reap the fruit of it. See 1 Cor. xv. 58. Gal. yi, 
An 
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refuge. Lou have no time to loſe. God is peremp. 


3 
9. Let the ſlothful ſhake off ſloth, and beſlir then, 


ſelves in a matter ſo infinitely intereſting. Who way, T 
not tremble at the thought of being found flunhery 

and ſleeping, when the midnight alarm is ſounded, 
«« Behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to mee 
« him?” Let thoughtleſs and heedleſs ſinners he. 
think themſelves betimes. You muſt die. You muy 
die ſoon. Your ſecurity marks you, as perſons on the 
ſiraight road to eternal death. There is only one way 
of eſcape. Chriſt is the way. You are beſeeched u 
come into this way, — by gripping to him as your 1 


tory with you. © The Holy Ghoſt faith, To-day if ye 
«« will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.” Heh, 
ui. 7,8. And remember, your everlaſting happineſs res 
miſery muſt be determined by the entertainment zu 
give ro God's gracious invitation.“ For whatſoever a Jad 
© man ſoweth, that ſtall he alſo reap.” Gal. vi. 7 


Tuz CONTRAST, Ge. 


REV. iv. 13. 


nd heard a voice from heaven, ſaying unto me, write, 
Blefſed are the dead which die in the Lord, from hence- 


* forth bY yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from 
12 their labours, and their works do fall them. 
ed to 


SERMON II. 


NTICHRISTIANISM, or Popery, is the greateſt 
curſe; and the Reformation, or Proteſtantitm, the 
reateſt bleſſing. Paul, under the inſpiration of the 
ſpirit of prophecy, ſets forth Antichriit as the molt 
eadly and ruinous evil that ever plagued the Church 
rthe world. He calls him“ That man of ſin,—the 


above all that is called God, or that is worſhipped; 
'{ that he as God ſitteth in the temple of God, ſhew- 
ing himſelf that he is God. Even him whoſe coming 
is after the working of Satan, with all power and ſigns 
and lying wonders, and with all deceivableneſs of un— 
ghteouſneſs in them that periſh ; becauſe (lays he) Cu 
readful warning to this goſpel-deſpilmg and indiffer- 
it generation]! they received not the love of the truth 
that they might be ſaved. And for this cauſe (adds he) 
God ſhall ſend them ſtrong delution, that they {hould 
believe a lie: that they all might be damned, who be- 
leved not the truth, but had pleaſure in unrighteouſ- 
neſs.” 2 Theſſ. ii. 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 12. It is enough to 
lll one's blood, ſo much as to hear of the hideous 
Im under which he is repreſented in viſion to John. 
And I ſaw, (ſays he) a woman fit upon a ſcarlet- 
coloured beaſt, full of names of blaſphemy, having 
even heads and ten horns :—Flaving a golden cup in 
ber hand full of abominations and filthineſs of her 
lornication. And upon her forehead was a name 
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ſon of perdition: who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf 
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(. 30-3 
« written; MysrERVY, BaBYLON THE, GREAT, xy 
% Morhzx of HARLOTS, AND ABOMINATION; 0 


* THE EaRTH. And I ſaw the woman drunken wy ] 
e the blood of the ſaints, and with the blood of ui 
* martyrs of Jeſus.” Rev. xvii. 3, 4, 5, 6. The Romer 
clergy are not one whit better than their monſrom be 
head. It is a moſt frightful repreſentation which : 
got of them in Rev. ix. 111. And the fifth aneh“ 
* ſounded, and I ſaw a ſtar fall from heaven unto : 
earth: and to him was given the key of the botton 2 
* leſs pit. And he opened the bottomleſs pit; “ 
* there aroſe a ſmoke out of the pit, as the finoke of WW » 
great furnace; and tlie fun and the air were daten“ 
«ed, by reaſon of the ſmoke of the pit: and ther 
* came out of the ſmoke locuſts upon the earth; Me 
« unto them was given power, as the ſcorpions of tht f 
* earth have power: and it was commanded them thai | 
ce they ſhould —hurt—only thoſe who have not the (Mt 
* of God in their foreheads: And to them it was ge! 
ce that they ſhould not kill them, but that they ſoul © 
*© be tormented five months: and their torment was ai # 
« the torment of a ſcorpion, when he ſtriketh a mu 
& And in thoſe days ſhall men ſeek death, and ſha n 
ce find it; and ſhall deſire to die, and death ſhal e 
% from them: And the ſhapes of the locuſts were Ii t 
te unto horſes prepared unto battle; and on their he 
ce were as it were crowns like gold, and their fac 
« were as the faces of men: And they had hair as th 
« hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth i t 
e lions: And they had breaſt-plates, as it were brei, 
* plates of iron; and the found of their wings was Ap”) 
te the ſound of chariots of many horſes running to val! 
ce tle: And they had tails like unto ſcorpions, and tn ! 
% were ſtings in their tails : and their power was to hu F 
© men five months: And they had a king over then ly 
« who is the angel of the bottomleſs pit; whole nan 
© in the Hebrew tongue is ABADDON, but in the Gree IPec 
„ tongue hath his name APOLLYON.,” But fright! A 

e 


as this repreſentation is, the woful experience 8 il 
| hut. 


5 


church and of che world has now for hundreds of years 
-oved it to be no exapperation of the truth. 

It is with great pleaſure, that we may now compare 
this horrible ſcene with the deſcription which the {ame 
aracles of God give of the Reformation; particularly in 


TH 
5 01 
wit 
f the 
mil 
fro « Lamb ſtood on the mount Zion; and with him an 
« hundred forty and four thouſand, having his Fa- 
« ther's name written in their foreheads : And I heard 
(4 voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, 
« and as the voice of a great thunder ; and 1 heard the 
voice of harpers, harping with their harps : And they 
„ ſung as it were a new ſong before the throne, and 
before the four beaſts, and the elders; and no man 
could learn that ſong, but the hundred and forty and 
four thouſand, Which were redeemed from the earth: 
( Theſe are they which were not defiled with women; for 
(they are virgins : Theſe are they who follow the 
Lamb, whitherſoever he goeth : Theſe were redeem- 
'ed from among men, being the firſt-fruits unto God, 
and to the Lamb: And in their mouth was found no 


70 


ange 
© 


_ „ guile; for they are without fault before the throne 
all na of God. — And I faw another angel fly in the midſt of 
il! ge beaven, having the everlaſting goſpel to preach unto 
re lik them that dwell on the earth ; and to every nation, 


rhea and kindred, and tongue, and people: Saying, with 


r face x loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him, for 
as th the hour of his judgment is come; and worſhip him 
-eth [that made heaven and earth, and the fea, and the 


bread fountains of waters.“ It is good to hve in ſuch 
was is, and good dying in them too; it is ſingularly fo, 
to bana compariſon with the times of Antichriſt's reign, — 
then In the text now again read, 

to hui Having formerly explained the comfortable truth 
rc ten lich is here declared, —fJed ane the dead who die in 
ſe nant Led; we thall now confider the ſeaſon to which it 
e Gre ecially refers, expreſſed in the words—from hence- 
right”! That is, from the time to which this prophecy 
ef ers; which, as hinted in the entry, is doubtleſs from 
Une = beginning of the Reformation from Popery, and for- 


E W ard 3 


the firſt7verſes of this chapter. © And I looked, and lo, 
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BE 
wards to the end of time. It was always a truth 
«© Bleſſed are the dead who die in the Lord; hy, ; 
is now eminently ſo. It was always a bleſſed thing 8 
die in the Lord; but it is now ſingularly fo. And 

1/?, To prevent miſtake, we muſt obſerve, 7 ha f 
| was always a bleſſed thing to die in the Lord. It un 
* ſo, in Old-Teſtament times; it was ſo in the firf 3768 
i of Chriſtianity ; nay it was ſo, even in the darkeſt tine 
of Antichriſtianiſm. 

1. It was a bleſſed thing to die in the Lord, in Odd. 
Teſtament times. All ſaints, from the very beginn 
died in the faith of an happy immortality ; and died in 
comfort too, proportionably to the meaſure of the; 
faith. — The very firſt goſpel promiſe was a promiſe o 
| eternal life. Eternal life, we know, was promiſed ir 
| the covenant of works. And the firſt goſpel promi 

Gen. iii. 15. was a promiſe of a compleat recovery fro 
j all the ruins of the fall. And therefore the at«4-1; 
i} vian behevers mult all have died in the faith of a bleſs 
immortality, proportionably to the underſtanding hid 
they had of the meaning and import of the promiſe u 
which their faith leaned, By faith Abel, (the fir 
that fell a ſacrifice to death,) offered unto God a mire ex 
165 cellent ſacrifice than Cain, Heb. xi. 4. And his faith, | 
nt proportion to his underſtanding of the ground of it 
mult have carried in it a belief, that the promiſed ſe: 
| ſhould in due time offer himſelf a facrifice, hereby t 
| bring him to God. By faith Enoch was tranſlated, thath 
! ſhould not fee death, Heb. xi. 5. ; that is, what we call death 
for he no doubt underwent fuch a change as thole wh 
are found alive at the ſecond coming of Chriſt— ſhall un 
#4 dergo: And therefore muſt ſurely have departed th 
11 life, in the full and comfortable aſlurance ot immediat 
48 and everlaſting blefledneſs. Beſides, we are aſſured, | 
8h propheſied of the ſecond coming of Chritt ; to deve 
ih his people from all their tribulations, and to aveng 
them of all their foes. See Jude 14, 15. 

It is expreſsly recorded of Abraham and Sarah, jad 
and Jacob, that they died in the faith of a far better il 
heritance than the carthly Canaan,—as we read in Heb 
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x, 13,.— 16. Nay, 7b, who it is likely lived in a very 
dark age and place of the world, profiled, even under 
the ſoreſt frowns of providence, his faith of a bleſſed re- 
ſurrection to eternal life, Job xix. 25,—27. No doubt 
hereof can be made about David, By the ſpirit of pro- 
phecy, he foreſaw his own reſurrection to everlaſting 
oy, through foreſeeing the bleſſed ground of it, the 
reſurrection of the promiſed Meſſiah. © My fleſh (fays 
« he) ſhall reſt in hope: For thou wilt not leave my 
« ſoul in hell ; neither wilt thou ſuffer thine holy One 
« to ſee corruption : Thou wilt ſhew me the path of 
« life : In thy preſence is fulneſs of joy, at thy right 


ruth, 
Dt it 
Np to 
d, 

hat it 
t VR 
t ages 
ume 


| Old. 


mmg, 


led 1 


thel ; : 
ne hand there are pleaſures for evermore.” Pal. xvi, 
(4 9, —11. Nay, to add no more here, the Apoſtle bears 


teſtimony concerning thoſe who ſuffered under Antivchus 
Epiphanes, and other perſecutors in the latter days of the 
ſewiſh church; the Apoſtle, I ſay, bears teſtimony con- 
ceruing them,—that they cheerfully ſuffered the cruel- 
eſt uſage and the crueleſt deaths, rather than renounce 
the faith of the true God and his inſtituted worfhip' : 
Which it was impoſſible they could do, without the 
faith of a bleſſed immortality, —unleſs we muſt ſuppoſe 
them to be fools or madmen. See Heb, xi. 32,40. 
It is thus a moſt abſurd notion, to ſuppoſe that the 
014-1 eſtament contains no promiles of eternal life; and 
conſequently, that the ſaints under that diſpenſation had 
not the faith of it. In the childhood of the Church, it 
$ true, there was not ſuch a clear revelation of ſpiritual 
ad everlaſting things, as now. But there was never- 
thelels ſuch a revelation of them, as ſupported the ſaints 


onule 
y iro! 
tedely 
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of it 
0 ſee 
by t 
that , 
| death 
le wh 
all un 


ed tina ſteady attachment to the good ways of the Lord 
nedia n ite and death. And would to God! that, under the 
red, r clearer revelation of life and immortality that we en- 


oy, many did not bewray a far weaker faith. Thoſe 
ho attempt to reduce the Old- Teſtament to a ſyſtem 
dt mere carnality, certainly do fo. 


dellve 
aveng 


þ, 1/108 2. It was a bleſſed thing to die in the Lord, in the 
tter ett ages of Chriſtianity. If it was ſo, under the Old- 
in He Ledment diſpenſation, —it was {till more ſo under the 


\' , — 1. 1 
New, even in that early period, —proportionably to 
the 
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the mereaſe of light, and of the grace and comfort of 
the Holy Ghoft. With reſpect to this period, before 
Chriſtianity became the legal eſtabliſhment of the em. 
pire, and while Chriſtians were almoſt continually ex. 
poſed ro the rage of their Heathen perſecutors, it i; 
faid,—** And they overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of their teſtunony ; and they 
« loved not their lives unto the death.“ Rev. ii. fl. 
In the aſſurance of a reſurrection to everlaſting life, they 
overcame their very perſecutors. This was the ve 


ni thing which ſupported them under the crueleſt uſage 
| and the moſt frightful deaths, and made them trüunph 
wa over the fame. The lHeathens, to deprive the Chritli. 

F ans of thoſe ages, of this grand ſupport, —burnt their 


1 —— — 


bodies, and ſcattered the aſhes thereof into the air and 
rivers ; but all in vain, while thoſe magnanimous (uf. 
T ferers aſſuredly believed that every grain of their duſt 
4 was precious in the ſight of the Lord, —and reſted under 
the charge of him in whoſe cauſe they died, in order to 


wy a blefled reſurrection. 
1 3. It was a bleſſed thing to die in the Lord, even in 
bhi the darkeſt times of Antichriſtianiſm. Even when Anti. 
Wet! chriſt raged moſt furivuſly againſt the ſaints, God had 
wr ſtill a few hidden ones. At the ſame time that thx 
il court whith was without the temple was left out, and nit 
| meaſured, — as being given unto the Gentiles, corrupt 
g and ſuperſtitious Chriſtian - Who had become as Gen- 
| tiles ; and the holy city was trodden under foot by theſe Gen- 


l tiles forty and two months the temple of God and the altar 
| and thoſe that whr ſhipped therein were meaſured, as we 
1 read in Rev. xi. 1, 2. They were meaſured, becauſe they 
1 were to be preſerved ; though the Gentiles were to be 
kg permitted to tread under foot the outer-court, they 
1 were not to be ſuffered to enter into the inner- court; 
[ as it was ſet apart as an lum or ſanctuary for God's 
little remnant. Accordingly, even in the times of the 
hotteſt rage of Antichriſtaniſm, God muſt have had a 
remnant however ſmall. His meaſuring is much of the 
ſame import with the ſealmg, which we read of in chap. 
vii. 4. And it is obſervable, that as there were an hun. 
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t of and four thouſand /ealed, fet apart for pre- 
ore ation before the ſtorm came on; o they were all 
em. we and ſafe, not in their own perſons, but in their 
ex. ce ſſors, - hen the ſtorm was blown over; preciſely 
t is de fame number were found ſtanding cn the mount 
the 20 with the Lamb, in the firſt verſe of the xivth chap- 
hey r. which undoubtedly refers to the dawn of the Refor- 
11. aon. And theſe inner- court worſhippers have a tem- 
hey le meaſured off for their uſe, though it muſt continue 
ery ie white ſhut, as may be collected from the laſt verſe 
ſage f chap. xi. intimatmy that their worſhip ſhall be in a 
1ph great meaſure in fecret, out of the fight of the world, 
ti; ind not in a ſtate of fellowſhip with the outer-court 
heir rorſhippers. Nay, and they have an altar {ecured to 
and them too — be ing poſſeſſed of that part of the temple, 
ſuſ. the court of the priefts where the altar ſtood; intima- 
duſt ung their knowledge of and traſt in the ſacrifice of the 
nder great High Priett, our Lord Jetus Chriſt. And this, 
r to turng the whole reign of Antichriſt, was their all-ſup- 
porting cordial in hfe and death. 
nm Again, no ſooner did the Antichriſtian dragon ſue- 
\nti- Need to the Pagan dragon, — having the fame power 
had ont into his hand on behalf of corrupt Chriftianity and 
tbe eainſt pure Chriſtianity, which his predeceffor had em- 
nt oyed againſt Chriftianity melf, name and thing; no 
rupt Moner, 1 fay, did this take place, — than God had a 
Jen- ce in the wilderneſs prepared for the true church, 
Cen. whither ſhe might flee, and where ſhe ſhould be fed, 
altar dl the time of the dragon's power. See Rev. xii. 5, 6. 
8 we And ſhe brought forth a man- child, who was to rule 
they Hall nations with a rod of iron; and ber child was 
0 ve “ caught up to God and to his throne : And the wo- 
they WW man fled into the wildernefs, where ſhe hath a place 
urt; prepared of God, that they ſhould feed her there a 
30's WW thouſand two hundred and threeſcore days.“ Thus 


the Wt the fame time that the man-child, (by whom we un- 
14d a erſtand lordly aſpiring, and ambitious clergymen, with 


# tlie WiMiloſe that crutched under the burden of their tyranni- 
hap, | cal 
hun- 


dred ' dee the Note at the end, No I. 
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cal impoſitions on conſcience, —at the ſame time, th 
this man- child) was caught up to God and tg hig 
throne, — taken under the protection of civil authoyiry 
in the days of Conſtantine, and had a rod of iron Put * 
his hand —for obliging all to bow down before him; x 
the ſame inſtant, I ſay, the woman (the true, fruity 
and child-bearing church) fled into the wilderneſs, 
where, in the place which God had provided for her 
(though truly dreary and_ barren as a wilderneſs,) 
was fed, ſupported and nouriſhed, a thouſand two hun. 
dred and threeſcore days or years,—all the time he. 
tween the begun riſe and begun fall of Antichriſt. 
Thus it has always been a bleſſed thing to live and 
to die in the Lord. But, 
2dly, It is now ſingularly ſo. However, we mu 
obſerve here,— that Antichriſt's riſe, height, or fall 
makes no alteration in the ſtate of the dead. Heave 
was a place of the ſame bleſſedneſs, in the days of his 
fulleſt reign, as now in the times of his begun decline, 
But the alteration implied in the words— From hence. 
forth, now under conlideration,—lies in the great in. 
creaſe of comfort, ſatisfaction and joy, which people 
may now have in the view of dying, and in dying; on 
a compariſon with the times of Popery. We muſt fur, 
ther obſerve, that while it is here ſaid, Bleſled are 
ec the dead who die in the Lord, from henceforth,” 
— this refers chiefly to the times immediately going be. 
fore thoſe which this part of the prophecy reſpects; 
viz. the dark, diſmal and uncomfortable times of Po- 
pery's greateſt prevalence, eſpecially under the {ixth 
trumpet. And people may have {ſingular comfort, f. 
tisfaction and joy in the view of dying, and in dying 
now, ſince the breaking up of the light of the Retor- 
nation, —on a compariſon with people in thoſe doleful 
times. This will appear, if we conſider, 
1. The ſtate of the Popiſh religion; particularly the 
Ignorance, uncomfortableneſs, uncharitablene!s and 
cruelty of it. Let us therefore take a brief view, 
(1.) Of the ignorance that prevailed under Fopery 


On the incurſions of the Goths and Vandals, and _ 
northern 
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orthern nations into the Roman empire, dar neſe co- 
red the earth and groſs darkneſs the people. Thoſe 
barbarous heathens, on mingling with the people that 
they had conquered, embraced the Chriſtian religion, 


e that 
to hi 
thority 


ut inofhat is, the corrupt profeſſion of it which then obtain- 
m; fied; but knew little or nothing about genuine Chriſtia- 
ruitfulWMhicy. The wars and deſolations which they made in 
ies, Minot every part of the empire for hundreds of years, 
r her WMraturally choked all knowledge and learning. So that 
) WM is almoſt incredible what ignorance prevailed through 


0 hun. rope, eſpecially from the beginning of the 7th cen- 
ne be. ury, till a little before the Reformation“. All authors 
t. who write of thoſe times are full of complaints of the 
ve andlignorance, darkneſs and ſtupidity of them, It is ſaid, 
that perſons of the higheſt rank, and in the moſt emi- 


e mutti gent ſtations, could not read or write, 

Ir fal What learning remained, was chiefly monopolized 
Jeare by clergymen, particularly the Monks, But alas! it 
of hu in things abſolutely foreign to that goſpel of peace 
ecline WMwhich is the ſure ſupport in death. Their chief ſtudy 
hence vas to ſtart unprofitable queſtions, and diſpute with 
eat inWWcopmatical ſtiffneſls about things of ſmall conſequence. 
peope Their divinity ran upon viſions, prodigies, deliverance 
g; of from purgatory by the prayers of the Monks, miracu- 
uſt fur lous power of the ſign of the croſs, and ſuch like uſe- 
ed e less baggage. Above all, their aim was to augment 


forth,” 
ing be. 
{pects; 
of Po. 
> {ixth 
Tt, fa. 
Retor- 
doleful 


the riches, grandeur and authority of the church ; par- 
ticularly of the Pope. And as for the generality of 
the clergy, who aſſumed the charge of fouls, they 
were ſunk in the groſleſt ignorance of divine things. 
One tells us, That many of them never ſaw the ſcrip- 
tures in their Ives, And another reports, that an 
Archbiſhop of Mentz lighting upon a Bible, and look- 
ing into it, expreſſed himſelf thus. J a truth, I dy not 
naw what book this 1s ; but JI perceive every thing in it 
againſt us f. They had juſt as much ſenſe left, as 


rly the to 
ſs and 

* See the Note at the end, No II. 
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gpery | Sec a full proof of theſe things, and many more of the ſame na- 
| othe ture, from Popilh Hiſtorians, in à very uſeful book. for ordinary 


Fo eacers ; Bennet' memorial of the Reformation, p. 18,27, 
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to know how dangerous to their intereſt it was 10 ſuf 
people to become acquainted with their Bibles, s 1, 
ing the plaineſt proof of the inconfiſtency of ge 
principles and practices with the will of God. 3 
therefore prohibited them from the free uſe of * 
oracles of God in their own language. Nay, it is (4 
that many of them did not underſtand, and could ſcyp 
read the prayers they were obliged daily to druch 
through. And fuch clergymen muft have been 
forry comforters to poor ſinners, under the aponie, 
conſcience on a death-bed. 

This ſore judgment was foretold, by the ſormding g 
the fourth trumpet, Rev. viii. 12. And the fourth 
« angel founded, and the third part of the ſun wy 
« {mitten, and the third part of the moon, and the 
e third part of the ſtars; ſo as the third part of they 
© was darkened, and the day ſhone not for a third part 
& of it, and the night likewiſe.“ A dreadfu] eclipſe! 
A horrible darkneſs. And yet is was but ſinall, on q 
ace with the almoſt total darkneſs foretold by 
the ſounding of the fifth trumpet, chap. ix. 1, 2 
<< I ſaw, ſays John, a ſtar fall from heaven to the earth, 
4% And he opened the bottomleſs pit, and there arof 
ce a ſmoke out of the pit, as the ſmoke of a great 9 
& nace; and the ſun and the alr were darkened, | 
« reaſon of the ſmoke of the pit.” Let us now take 
a view, 

(2-J Of the uncomfortableneſs of the Popiſh religion; 
the ſlippery and unſatisfying grounds which it . 
down for ſinners whereon to reſt, in the view of gong 
out of time into eternity. While it locked up the 
Scriptures from them, it is eaſy to ſee,—theſe mult 
have been ſuch as no man, without terror and apony, 
could have ventured upon . Well, What were they! 
good works, a well-ſpent life, charitable deeds, and the 
like. But what ſignified theſe to a poor ſinner, whoſe 
conſcience was now thoroughly awakened, on the ner 
proſpect of appearing before his Judge, aud which 

bore 


See the Note at the end, No III. 
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bore teſtimony that his good works were at leaſt far 
fewer than his evil works, and therefore bound him 
over to the righteous judgment of God? But alas! 
may ſome ſay, theſe are the very grounds of peace and 
comfort that multitudes of Proteſtants at this day lay 
before perſons on their death.bed. If fo, —* Tell it 
« not in Gath, publiſh it not in the {treets of Aſkelon: 
« Jeſt the daughters of the Philiſtines rejoice, leſt the 
« daughters of the uncircumciſed triumph.“ It is be- 


cauſe theſe Proteſtants have forſaken the good old Pro- 


teſtant doctrines, and gone over to Popery in one of 
the moſt dangerous of all its abominations. 0 

Again, what grounds of hope and peace did Popery 
lay before perſons in their dying moments? In fo far 
as their good works were ſuppoſed to come ſhort, — 
they had papal indulgences, diſpenſations, pardons, 
prayers and ſuch like broken reeds to fell to them ; for 
round ſum of money, or a rich mortification to Hel 
church. And whenſoever the Popiſh clergy, - Who, 
like locuſts, ate up almoſt all where-ever they came, and 
made a prey of the deluded creatures living and dying, 
and dead ; whenever, I ſay, they found they could 
make a good bargain by it, —they were ſure to keep 
the poor wretch's conſcience thoroughly awake, by 
repreſenting his good works to be very few and his 
evil works to be very many and exceeding ſinful ; they 
were ſure to do fo, til] they had made their moſt of 
him. Hence the civil ſtate, in ſome countries, was 
obliged to interpoſe, and make death-bed wills in fa- 
your of the church null and void *. 

But what ſignified all this to conſcience ? Of what 
all could the pardon of a manifeſtly wretchedly venal 
prieſt be to a convinced ſinner, going ſoon to appear 
before the Sovereign and righteons Judge of all the 
earth? It might ſoothe his conſcience, it could not 
neal it. It might ſtifle the voice of his conſcience, it 
could not give comfort: Well might the dying wretch 
have ſaid to all his prieſts, as Job ſaid to his friends ; 

% Miſerable 


NMKenzie's Inſtitutions, book III. tit. 8. ſect. 42, 
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% Miſerable comforters are ye all.” Job xvi, 2. 
Laſt of all, they had the holy ſacrament and extreme 
unction to miniſter to the deluded creature in his d dy: 
ing moments. But ſuppoſing theſe to have been eye; 
ſo good in themſelves, the Popiſh doctrine about they 
rendered them utterly unavailable to any peace or com. 
fort. For it is the fixed doctrine of Popery, That 
the good intention of the adminiſtrator is eſſential t9 
the efficacy cf the ſacraments. But how could the q. 

ing man, or any man, be ſure of the good intention of 
his prieſt? Muſt he venture his eternal welfare cn 
what it is impoſſible for any man, or indeed any by: 
the heart-ſcarching God to diſcern? Or, if he ſhoul! 


2 
have been fo lucky as to have hit on a a ſincere and well. 


meaning prieſt ; how could he be ſure of the good in. 


tention of the Biſhop who ordained him, and fo forth 
(in infinitum) for ever. 

After all, ſuppoling all theſe grounds of comfort t: 
have been go and valid, —it was but a diſmal proſped 
the dying man could have, while the beſt he was alloy: 
ed to expect, was to be thrown into purgatory ;--till hi 
prieſts prayed him out of it, for a piece of money * 
to them by him in his teltament (what if he had non 
to leave ?); or paid to them by his friends on his be! al 
— (and what if they ſhould neglect him?) * Ah! poor 
wretch! Leave all thy friends and all thy enjoy ments, 
—to be forthwith, on thy breath going out, caſt into a 
fire as hot as hell,—to ly and fry and burn there, tl! 
period no one can tell how long. What heart would 
not bleed, to think of thy wretched cafe ! Methink 
ſuch doctrine is more than enough to diſtract the dying 
and to kill the ſurviving relations. To think of par. 
ing with our dear friends, on the aſſured proſpect 0 
their being caſt into the fire of purgatory; is it poſiible 
that any heart can be ſo void of feeling, as to be a 
pable of bearing it? The prophecy does not cage. 


rate the anxiety, diſtraction and terror which fuch doc. 
trine muſt have created in peoples minds, - When it fe. 


preſents the matter in the following words : “ And in 
| | (e thi iſe 


* Sce Note at the end, No. IV. 
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e « thoſe days hall men feet death and fall not find it ; | 
s dy. « and ſhall defire to die, and death ſhall flee from 11 
ever « them.” Rev. ix. 6. And well might the Romiſh 1 | 
them clergy be reprefented, as having brea t- -plates of iron, 46 |} 
com. in the 9th verſe of that chapter 3 48 being utterly inca- 
Tha pable of feeling. The Apoſtle would not have Chri- 
al t ſtians to ſorrow for dying or deceaſed godly friends, as 
e dy. thiſe that have no hope, 1 Theſ. iv. 13. But the Popiſh 4 
on WY doctrine ſays, that they ſhould ſorrow to diſtraction; 1 
re on nay, even to death. It needs not be imagined, to be I, 
y bu: WE deſireable or eaſy matter, to go to purgatory. Pur- 9 
odd gatory, they ſay, is a fire; not in hell indeed, but very 1 
well. vear it, on the very borders of it, with only a ſmall 4 
x) in. WF chafmn or opening between hell and it; wherem the 1 
forth WA fouls of ſaints muſt ly and burn, till (either in perſon or \} 
| by proxy, as formerly explained) they have diſcharged F f 
ort dhe laſt farthing due for their ſins, — which they had not 1 
oſpet paid by prayers, faſtings, penances, ſatisfactions and \ 
allow. WA ſuch like, in this world “. But bleſſed be God there — 
till his is no ſuch place + ! Let us next take a view, ls 
y left (3.) Of the uncharitableneſs of the Popiſh religion. we. 
none | Popery 1 is a bottomleſs abyſs of uncharitableneſs F. As ö 
oe half, juſt now hinted, the beſt that almoſt the beſt of them i 18 1 
poor | allowed to expect when he dies, is to be thrown into 1 
ments, purgatory, to ly there perhaps ond of years. It | þ 
into a 5 2 moſt rare privilege to be exempted from it. And | f 
, till 2 Wh 00 one, according to the true import of the Popiſh doc- 1 
wou une, has any greater ſecurity of being exempted from 1 
ethinks n than the Pope's word, who muſt himſelf be prayed i | 
dying, out of it. " 
f part. And by the bye, if he can pardon ſins, and exempt 14 
pect People from going to purgatory at all; if he has the 1 
ofiible, leysof che kingdom of heaven hanging at his girdle, and 4 1 
be ca- aon do whatever he pleaſes; — and all this he pretends 184 
dagge · o: He mult be a monſter of uncharitableneſs and cruelty | | 
h doc- Joo, who does not employ his power to the utmoſt, — | 4 
n it re- pardon all lins, (at leaſt, of thoſe in communion with | ii 
And n him), yp | 
„ thok * Sce the Note at the end, No. \ ih 


See the Note at the end, No. VI. 
See the Note at the end, No. VII. 
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him), excempt all from purgatory and hell too, and 
carry them all to heaven with him. Nay, but he i 
wiſer than to do fo,— wiſer than to exerciſe his pre. 
tended power any farther for any, than may ſerve hi; 
awn intereſt, power and grandeur.—— It does not fa 
directly in our way, and therefore we ſhall but juſt 
mention the uncharitableneſs of Popery to all that died 
before the reſurrection and aſcenſion of our Saviour. 
As they doom the ſaints now to purgatory ; they |. 
ledge that none of all the believing fathers ander the 
Old Teſtament diſpenſation went to heaven when they 
died, — but were detained in a place which they cl! 
Limbus patrum ; not indeed in torments, they are 0 
ood as to ſay, but without the bliſsful viſion of the 
ever- bleſſed God,— till our Lord took them to heaven 
with him at his aſcenſion. David, however, we are 
ſure never dreamed of fuch a place; otherwiſe, he 
would never have ſaid, Thou ſhalt guide me with 
& thy counſel, and afterward receive me to glory,” 
Pſal. Ixxiii. 24. And, upon ſuch an uncharitable ſup. 
poſition, Chriſt's promiſe to the thief on the croſs muſt 
have failed of its accompliſhment ; “ To. day ſhalt thou 

ce be with me in paradiſe.” Luke xxiii. 43. 
But we mult not forget to mention their cruel july. 
ment (as the National Covenant of Scotland calls it) a. 


gainſt infants departing without the Sacrament. It a 


child happen to die unbaptiſed; they don't ſay, it i: 
true, he goes to purgatory or hell, — but neither will 
they allow he goes to heaven. They have in their in. 
finite folly contrived a place for all ſuch infants as die 
without baptiſm by themſelves, which they call Limbus 
infantum ; where they are not indeed at all tormented, 
they are ſo kind as to ſay, but neither are they happy, 
— being doomed to eternal want. But this mult cer- 
tainly be infinite miſery. The loſs of God and of al 
bleſſedneſs to an immortal ſoul, capable of the enjoy 
ment of it, —is ſuch a loſs as muſt be infinitely inlup. 
portable. And methinks it is not leſs cruel to rela 
tions, than to infants themfelves. For people to kno! 
that the fruit of their bodies are aſſuredly in ſuch into. 
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able miſery, muſt at leaſt be a torment next to the 


feeling of it. But they have an intereſt to ſerve, by 
Leeping people in ſuch perplexing agonies,— the pitiful 


atereſt of draining a little money from their pockets, 


br the great toil of chriſtening their children, as they 
bbſurdly call baptiſing them “. 


But where is there any ground for ſuch a cruel and 


Lnmerciful judgment againſt infants dying without bap- 
lim? the promiſe is to them, as well as to their believing 
mrents, Acts 11. 39. And therefore they mult have a 


tle to baptiſm, the ſeal! of the promiſe : At the {fame 


ume that no one can ſay, but they have the thing ſig- 
med too, Without contradicting ihe Judge himſelf, 
Vat. xix. 14. © Jeſus ſaid, Suffer little children, and 
« forbid them not to come to me: for of ſuch is the 
kingdom of heaven.“ 


Moreover, to crown all, they deny ſo much as the 


poſſibility of ſalvation to all not belonging to the 


church of Rome ; which, at beſt, is only a particular 
church, though they nonſenſically call it the Catholic 
church. Navy, let a man be ever ſo found in all the 

doctrines 


If they could chriſten, that is, chriſtianize or make children Chri- 
ſhans, it would be worth their parents pains to give them ſomething. 
put the abſurd practice of calling baptiſm — chriſtening, ſuppoſes two 
groſs Popiſh errors. (I.) That the children, even of Chriſtian parents, 
ze not Chriſtians till they be baptiſed, And the uncharitable practice of 
certain reformed church, in denying Chriſtian burial to infants dying 
wbaptſed, is ſurely built on this cruel judgment. (2.) That baptiſm 
chriſtianizes or makes all thoſe who are baptiſed Chriſtians.— \s to 
the firſt of theſe, the children of Chriſtian parents are Chriſtians. The 
Apoſtle ſays, they are holy, Rom. xi. 16. If they were not Chriſtians, 
they could certainly have no title to one of the moſt ſpecial and diſtin= 
guiſned ordinances of the New Teſtament and privileges of Chriſtians, 
And the ridiculous practice of ſuſpending the title of infants to bap- 
Um, on a profeſſion of faith and obedience made by godfathers and 
gedmothers. —is practically a denying of infant-baptiſin, as the birth- 
light privilege of the children of Chriſtian parents. The Di--dory for 
the public Worſhip of God, in the church of Scotland, inſtructs miniſters 
inform their congregations, on occaſion of adminiſtering baptiſm, —= 
That infants are Chriſtiuns and foederally holy before baptiſm, and there- 
fre are they to be baptiſed. As to the laſt of theſe, it makes bap- 
tilm a mere ſpell or charm, according to the true genius of Popery. 

hereas baptiſm, like every other external mean, works effectually, 
yy by the working of the Holy Ghoſt, and the blejing of Cbriſt by whony 

i Inſiztuted. 


3 
doctrines of the oracles of God, — if he dare to call In 
queſtion their unwritten traditions, or to tranſgreſs any 
of the decrees of their church, — they ſorthwith damn 
him for an heretic to eternal perdition ; and, whey j 
is in the power of their hands — to the flames: Ac if + 
man could not be ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt, but with the 
good leave of the Pope. But enough of this, Lat 
us now take a ſhort view, 

(4.) Of the cruelty of the Popiſh religion. By he. 
ing fo monſtruouſly uncharitable, as juſt now explained, 
it is proportionably cruel. No ſooner is a man con. 
cemned for an heretic, by his ghoſtly judges, than he 
15 delivered over by the merciful Church (forſooth) to the 
fecular power, — for being put to death in the flames 
or in {ome more cruel and barbarous manner. All the 
power of tne Pagan dragon was for many hundreds of 
years exerciſed by the Antichriſtian dragon, as you read 
m Rev. xiii. 1, 2, 5, 6, 7. And I ſtood upon the ſand 
* of the ſea, and faw a beaſt rife up out of the ſea, ha. 
ving {even heads and ten horns, and upon his hornsten 
crowns, and upon his heads the name of Blaſphemy: 
4% And the beaſt which I ſa was like unto a leopard, and 
& his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the 
mouth of a lion; and the dragon gave him his power, 
& and his ſeat, and great authority: And there was gi. 
c ven unto him, a mouth ſpeaking great things, and blal- 
* phemies; and power was given unto him to continue 
& forty and two months: And he opened his mouth in 
e blaſphemy againſt God, to blaſpheme his name, and 
© his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven: And 
e it was given unto him to make war with the ſaints, 
* and to overcome them: And power was given hin 
t over all kindreds and tongues and nations.” — Many 
volumes have been written; and many more migit 
ſtill be written, of the cruelties, perſecutions and mal- 
facres of the Popiſh church. For above twelve hun. 
dred years *, ſhe maintained a ſteady, reſolute and con- 
tinued war againſt all that but muttered a teſtimony 


againſt her tyranny, ſuperſtitions. and idolatries. 5 
cruelty 


cc 


cc 


cc 


® Referring to the thouſand two hundred and three ſcore days & 
years of Antichriſt's reign, 


3 
elty roſe to the degree of perfect madneſs, when 
call ine felt herſelf attacked in her tendereſt part, the 
15 any erchandiſe ſhe had made of pardons, indulgencies 


dam nd the like; by Luther and our other reformers, in the 


hen i Mcteenth century. One“ has computed, that in a few 
\s if ears after the year 1540, no fewer than nine hundred 
th the ſand were put to death for the cauſe of Chriſt. In 
La e year 1641, unnumbered thouſands and myriads of 


roteſtants, men, women and children, were maſſacred 
n ſreland in a few weeks T. Towards the latter end 
the laſt century, about five hundred thouſand Pro- 
efants were forced out of France into baniſhment; 
elides uncounted multitudes that could not eſcape the 
igilance of the guards that were {et to intercept them. 
nd that were, on various deceitful pretences, put to 
eath in the crueleſt manner imaginable at home 4. 


Dy be. 
ained, 
con. 
nan he 
to the 
lames, 


Il the 


eds of Nor is the cruelty of the Romiſh beaſt one whit abat- 
u read d, provided only he had leave to ſhow his teeth. Not 
e ſand Wore early than the beginning of the preſent century, 
24, ha. eople have been burnt by the Inquiſition in Portugal, 
rnsten r rather roaſted alive; the king and the royal family 
nemy: poking on and feaſting their eyes with the horrid ſpec- 
d, and iWcle ;—and, to the diſgrace of humanity, (I had al- 
as the WWroſt ſaid, to the diſgrace of Beelzebub, the prince cf 
0Wer, erils) refuſing a few more faggots to diſpatch the mi— 
Vas g. erable ſufferers,— though earneſtly and repeatedly ſup- 


d blal. plcated by them for the wretched favours. 


minue But, to turn our thoughts from ſuch a horrible ſub- 
auth i ect; it is not an eaſy thing to die, though ever ſo 
„ and tenderly handled by the moſt affectionate friends: What 
And ben muſt it be to die, in the circumſtances we have 


ſaints, 


+ mentioned. Words are wanting, whereby to {et forth 
n him | 


low doleful it muſt be. But 


Many 2, Let us contraſt with what has been ſaid, —The fure 
"gy grounds which our holy Proteſtant Reformed religion 
mal. lavs 
hun- 388 ; a N 

1 Aeſtedius (Chron. Teſtium), quoted by Durlam on Rev. X 
Aae. [See the Note at the end, No. VIII. 
| 12 see the Note at the end, No. IX. 

| a See the Note at the-end, No. X. 
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lays down from the ſacred ſcriptures, for faith and he 
peace and comfort in death. We have ſeen, that þ 
piſts are miſerable comforters to their beſt friends, 3 
cruel tormentors to all that diſſent from their moni 
ouſly incredible creed“. Let us now take a brief ge 


of the mercifulneſs and comfortableneſs of Protef fle! 
tiſm; while it Jays before all ſure grounds of H 5" 
and comfort in death. Theſe are daily inſiſted L ju 
and ſhall now be but juſt named. It 1 
(1.) Genuine Proteſtantiſm lays before us—an ere N 
laſting righteouſneſs z the righteouſneſs of the Suren Po 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; his doing and dying; his ee 
pleat fulplmnent of the precepts of the law of work by 
and full bearing of the penalty of it; the propitiatg | bu 
and ſatisfactory offering which he made of himſelf 4 . 
incenſed juſtice for ſinners : Whereby all that truſ i wh 
it, as the ſure foundation "which God hath laid in 20 Ch 
are infallibly ſecured againſt the curſe of the law, andin (3 
titled to eternal life; and wherein they may, without e iu 
or dread, venture through the dark and p!oomy vale." 
of the ſhadow of death, in the aſſured and comfortabl the 
hope of a bleſſed immorcality. * Thus faith the LH 
% God, Behold I lay in Zion, for a foundation, a {tone [me 
« a tried ſtone, a precious corner-ſtone, a fure found; 1 
ce tion: He that believeth, ſhall not make haſte 11 
Iſa. xxvili. 16. “ Hearken unto me, ye {ſtout-hearted 4 
that are far from righteouſneſs: I bring near n on 
ope 


c righteouſneſs, it ſhall not be far off; and my fan 
tion ſhall not tarry.” Iſa. xlvi. 12, 13. Thistsa 
infinitely better bottom whereon to venture throup 
death, —than all the Popiſh pardons, difpentations, in 
dulgencies, auſterities, faſtings, penancies, pilgrimag 
ſacraments or viaticumse Nay, and infinitely more lo 
than all the good works, repentance, and ſuch like, 


propoled by Popilh Proteſtants, the Jegal preachers f 
our times. ay 
(2.) It lays before us—the promiſe of the Spirit Mer. 
all grace and holineſs ; gradually to make us meet, an: che 
at length to make us perfectly meet, to be partaben * ou! 
| 8 if 


See the Note at the end, No. XI. 


1 


f the inheritance of the ſaints in light. A new 
{ heart alſo will I give you, and a new fpirit will 1 put 
within you; and I will take away the ſtony heart 
out of your fleſh, and I will give you an heart of 
fleſh : and I will put my ſpirit within you, and cauſe 
you to walk in my ſtatutes; and ye ſhall keep my 
* judgments, and do them. 2 Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27. 

It is ad eternal truth, that without holineſs no man 
hall fee the Lord. But how is it to be obtained? Not 
y Popiſh mortifications, or legal endeavours, but by a 
o werful work of the Holy Ghoſt on our hearts. Not 
Aby works of righteouſneſs which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he ſaved us, by the waſh. 
ing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt; 
which he ſhed on us abundantly, through Jeſus 
© Chriſt our Saviour.” lit. iii. 5, 6. 

(3.) It Jays before us—rhe promiſe of eternal life; 
n the ſure bottom of Chriſt's purchaſe of it, by his obe: 
lence unto death, even the death of rhe craſs. © When 


mae fulneſs of the time was come, God ſent forth his Son, 
I made of a woman, made under the law : To redeem 
mm Go that were under the law, that we might receive the 
* adoption of ſons.” Gal. iv. 4, 5. And this is the re- 
fe cord, that God hath given to us eternal life; and this 


life is in his Son.“ 1 John V. 11. This is a better 
Found whereon to reſt, for eternal life,—than the 
Pope's word, pronounced in the moſt ſolemn abſolution - 


lan ven ſuppoſing him to have the keys ot the kingdom 

. heaven hanging at his girdle, as he arrogantly pre- 
» Wie nds, 

1 (J.) It lays before us the promiſe of final perſeve- 

. ances even that no believer ſhall come ſhort of u hat 

. 10 od hath promiſed him. And I will make an ever- 

. laſting covenant with them, that I will not turn a» ay 


[ from them, to do them good but I will put my fear 
in their hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me. 


neg Jer, XXX11. 40. « And I give unto them eternal life. and 
' * they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them 
Aal 


out of my hand: My Father, which gave them me, 
'ls greater than all; and none is able to pluck them 
G 6 gut 
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* out of my Father's hand.” John x. 28, 29. Why els | 
« ever drinketh of the water that I ſhall give him, H 
© never thirſt : but the water that I ſhall give hin 
* ſhall be in him a well of water ſpringing up in 
« everlaſting life.” John iv. 14. Methinks Gas 
romiſe is a ſecurity infinitely above all compariſon yi 
all the. Popiſh conformations, prayers of the prieſts, 9 
even the bleſſing of his pretended Holineſs. | 
(F.) Ir lays before us-—the promiſe of an unſtingel 
deatli; that, though for good and wife reaſons, we my 
go the way of all the earth, — the ſting of death, the 


curſe, ſhall not touch us. I will ranfom them fon the 
the power of the grave, I will redeem then fron ſhal 
«« death : O death, I will be thy plagues; O gra, and 
de will be thy deſtruction : Repentance ſhall be hid fron ſtre 
©« mine eyes.” Hof. xiii. 14. So that we may face eren anm 
the king of terrors, without fear or dread of being mm Bu 
by him. © Yea, though I walk through the valley and 
« the ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou an an | 
« with me, thy rod and thy ſtaff they comfort me," Pat 
Pſal. xxin. 4. One needs not heſitate a moment . 
judge this to be better encouragement for a dy ing men ene 
than a hammer put into his coffin for calling at the door me 

nd 1; 


of purgatory or heaven, or candles put into it for light: 
ing him through purgatory,—as have ſometimes been 
the pitiful cordials of Popery. 

(6.) It lays before us—the promiſe of Chriſt hinſel 
being with us in death, to ſupport and comfort us, and 


to perfect his own good work in us, © I will notleave | 
« you comfortleſs, (ſays he); I will come to you.“ Johi be 
xiv. 18. Chritt till prays for all ſaints, as in ſohn xv. png 


24. © Father, I will that they alſo whom thou halt 
„ given me be with me where I am; that they may 
c behold my glory which thou haſt given me.“ — 
And who would not prefer this to the ſacrament— 
after he is incapable of receiving it properly; cr t0 
extreme unction ? 

(7.) It lays before us—the promiſe of an immediate 


and direct paſſage to the manſions of everlaſting bleſſed 
| ne 


69 


es; without being diſquieted therein by the fire or 
noke of purgatory. See Luke xvi, 22. 

3. Let us conſider, that whatever dark nights or 
arp conflicts the Church may have to undergo, even 
n this period of Antichriſt's falling; theſe ſure grounds 
comfort ſhall never be again obſcured to ſuch a de- 
ee as in the times of Popery. The Church ſuffer- 
the ſevereſt trial that the ever at any time under- 
ent, at the begun downfal of Antichriſt in the middle 
the ſixteenth century, as you read in Rev, xi. 7,10. 
And when they ſhall have finiſhed their teſtimony, 
the beaſt that aſcendeth out of the bottomleſs pit 
mall make war againſt them; and ſhall overcome them, 
and kill them: And their dead bodies ſhall lie in the 
 ſireet of the great city, which ſpiritually is called So- 
m and Egypt; where alſo our Lord was crucified : 
And they of the people, and kindreds, and tongues, 
and nations ſhall ſee their dead bodies three days and 
an half ; and ſhall not ſuffer their dead bodies to be 
put in graves : And they that dwell upon the earth 
ſhall rejoice over them, and make merry, and ſhall 
ſend gifts one to another; becauſe theſe two pro- 
phets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.” 
nd it is likely enough ſhe may have juſt ſuch another 
ali to ſuffer, and a fecond ſlaying of the witneſſes 
undergo, at the utter and final overthrow of that 
n of fin, And as that period muſt be now drawing 
, we had need to be well fortified for it. 


and : | 
ene But we have this to comfort us; the night ſhall ne- 
Tok r be {o dark again, as it has been. As the trumpets 


e vials, which exactly correſpond to the trumpets, un- 
ung, as it were, what they did, —muſt bring him gra- 
ally forward to his deſtruction. And whatever ſtrug- 
es he may now make for power or life, like a dyi 

alt ; they ſhall iſſue in his death, and the Church's 


or t0 | | 12 
a triumph ever him. See Rev. xviii. throughout. — 
date bempie of Cod is now opened in heaven, and there is 
n in his temple the ark of his teſtament, as in Rev. xi. 


„ The import plainly is; the former is opened, ſo as 
never 


ought Antichriſt gradually forward to his height; (6s 


— 


- — * i 


a: 


never again to be ſhut,—the latter is ſeen, ſo as nes. 
again to be hid. People are reſtored to the free uſe i ncv 
their Bibles, which they had been forbidden in e tio! 
times of Popery; and ſhall never be deprived of it: et. 
gain. Accordingly, pure doctrine, particularly the deen 
trine of Chriſt as the true ark and refuge for u ov! 
fouls, is reſtored, —and ſhall never be obſcured ao wil 
as it had been in the times of Popiſh darkneſs. ane 
the pure worſhip of God is ſet up. and ſhall never 18 Bu 
corrupted again; as it had been in the times of Ani the 
chriſtian ſuperſtition and idolatry. or 
4. Thus whatever ſtorms may in the mean time H gie 
on the Church, —Chriſtians may now die in the full a ſec 
ſurance of their ſoon blowing over; and the Church — 
ſtill flouriſhing more and more. It muſt afford a dyir mi 
man fad thoughts of heart, to ſee his family regu ſta 
low, and in all appearance to be brought ſtill lower an da 
lower. Whereas it muſt be no ſmall comfort to one! M 
that condition, to have the proſpect of his famil;”s "7g ci] 
ſpering and doing well. Thus it muſt have been 
forrowful conſideration to dying ſaints in the days fri 
Antichriſt's growing tyranny, to leave the Church de 
of God behind them under the feet of their oppreſlirs ve 
and the oppreſſion waxing ſtill heavier and heart fp 
Whereas it muſt not be a- little comforting to dyin pe 
Chriſtians now, to obſerve the accompliſhment of th fr 
promiſe of the Church's deliverance out of Antichriſt th 
Babylon— begun; while they have the aſſurance m 
God's word, that what he hath begun he will perfe * 
Wie are not now living within the period whit 8 
« was aſſigned to the riſe and enlargement of Ant 4 
ce chriſt's kingdom; but in that latter period which dt + 
c termines him to a gradual, and at length finiſhed don 1 
& fal. And it is not in this period, that our Lord » n 
ce relinquiſh the conqueſts which he hath made iro 0 
« Antichriſt, but will reſtore and enlarge the fame.” " 
We thall now apply this part of our ſubject. V 
may here lee, - 0 
1. Good reaſon to hope ſor a ſpeedy blowing over 0 


the ſtorms that preſently threaten the Proteſtant C hurc 


: (. 7-3 


es. Things, particularly, through the Britiſh empire, 
never wore a more threatening aſpect {ince the Reforma. 
tion, than at this day. For ſeveral years, we have been 
it war, I may ſay, with ourſelves; and that every king- 
am divided againſt itſelf, is brought to defolation,—is 
our Lord's own remark. And we are now threatened 
with, and in fact engaged in, a war with the ancient 
and hereditary enemies of our religion and liberties. 
But what is worſt of all; we don't leem to be ſet for 
the defence of the Proteſtant intereſts, either at home 
or abroad; — While we have eſtabliſhed the Popiſh reli- 
gion in the extenſive province of Quebec, fo far as to 
ſecure the Popiſh clergy there in a liberal maintenance, 
—only leaving it to the King to provide for Proteſtant 
miniſters: And while we have repealed certain penal 
ſtatutes againſt Papiſts in this country, —permitting thoſe 
dangerous enemies of our rehigfon and liberties, Popiſh 
Miſſionaries and Jeſuits, to diſſeminate their wicked prin- 
ciples, and ſet up again their execrable idolatries “. 

But they need not vaunt themſelves, nor need the 
friends of the Proteſtant cauſe give themſelves up to 
deſponding fears, —as if the deadly wound that was gi- 
ven to the Antichriſtian beaſt at rhe Reformation, was 
going to be healed in this land. For God has begun to 
pour out the vials of his wrath on Antichriſt ; and all the 
friends of the Reformation-ſtandard may live and die in 
the faith of it, —that he will go on to pour out the re- 


e mainder of them, till he has finiſhed his deſtruction. 
1 * Another angel cried mightily with a ſtrong voice, 


« ſaying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen: Her 
« plagues ſhall come in one day, death, and mourning, 
« and famine ; and ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt with fire: 
“For ſtrong is the Lord God who judgeth her: Re. 
« joice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apoſtles 
and prophets, for God hath avenged you on her.” 
% Rev. XVIIL 1, 2, 8, 20. 

2, Good reaſon to be thankful for God's ordering 
our lot, in ſuch a bleſſed period of the Church. Bad as 
our days are, — they are good, happy and peaceful, on 

| a 
See the Note at the end, No. XII. 
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(58 
a compariſon with the diſmal times of Antichriſt rs 
For the ſake of the Lord's work going on in the pop 
teſtant churches, Europe has been a paradiſe ever (ing 
the commencement of the Reformation, comparatively 
to what it had been for ages before. We now del 
according to the promiſe, Iſa, xxxii. 18. in a peace]; 
habitation, and in ſure dwellings, and in quiet reſting. 
places; —while in the days of our fathers, life, liberty 
property and all were in almoſt continual perils; through 
the ravages of war, the tyranny of princes, or the cry. 
elty and cunning of wicked prieſts. And how valy. 
able are our Proteſtant privileges! The precious Bible! 
the precious ordinances ! and the precious privilege of 
liberty to uſe and improve them ! . Say not thou, 
« What is the cauſe that the former days were better 
« than theſe? for thou doſt not enquire wiſely con. 
* cerning this.” Eccleſ. vii. 10. 
3. Good reaſon why we ſhould be valiant for the 
maintenance and defence of our Proteſtant privileges, 
Our worthy anceſtors tranſmitted them down to us, at 
a very great expence,—the expence of many thouſands 
of lives, not to mention much treaſure. What they 
bought dear, we enjoy cheap. But let us not there. 
fore undervalue them. Agreeably to what you have 
been hearing, a. death-bed will ſhew the value of them, 
We are not called to defend them in ſuch manner as 
our fythers were. We do not need to reſiſt unto 
blood. And that is our great mercy. But every ſea. 
ſon has its peculiar duties; and every thing is beauti- 
ful in its ſeaſon. We are called to defend our privi- 
leges, by a ſteady and reſolved attachment to the Re- 
formation-ſtandard, in oppoſition to the Laodicean in. 
differency of the age about it. This is eminently the 
duty of our times. Accordingly, the Lord requires us 
to do it with all our might; ye ſhnuld earneſtly contend 
for the faith which was once delivered unto the ſaints, 
Jude 3. He encourages us to do it; Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life, Rev. ii. 
10. See chap. iii. 10. We have particularly this en- 
couragement, That we ſhall have the faithful and true 


Witnels 


C: 0 3} 


Witneſs on our head, which muſt inſure our ſucceſs, —as 
vou read in Rev. xix. 11, — 16. In one word, it will 
de no uneaſineſs to us on a death-bed, to reflect, that 
ve have fpent and been ſpent for the cauſe and teſti- 
mony of Jeſus. It would be a bleſſedneſs next to hea- 
ven itſelf, to end one's days, as bleiled Paul did his. 
« ] am now ready to be offered, and the time of my 
« departure is at hand : I bave fought a good fight, I 
« have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith : 
« Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righ- 
« teouſneſs which the Lord the righreous Judge ſhall 
give me at that day; and not to me only, but unto 
« all them alſo that love his appearing.” 2 Tim, iv. 


6,—8. 


TAE CONTRAST, Wc 


REV. xiv. 17. 


And I heard a voice from heaven, ſaying unto me, write, 
Bleſjzd ase the dead which die in the Lord, from hence- 
ferth : yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from 
their labours, and their works do follow them. 


SERMON III. 


His world is a place of fin and ſorrow, of vanity 
and deceit, of diſappointment and vexation. W ho- 
ever promiſe themſelves happineſs {rom it, will only diſ- 
appoint, and conſequently torment themſelves. Solomon 
made the experiment; and all he got by it, was Vexa- 
han of ſpirit, Excel. i. 14. People needed not grudge 
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leaving this world, but be happy at the proſpect of , not 
provided only they were ſure of arriving ſafely at ef! 
better country, that is, the heavenly. And bleſſed s: 
God, that, inſtead of leaving us at. any uncertainty in WAG vail 
the matter, he has given us the very higheſt aſſurna Wl bor 
of it! “ Bleſſed are the dead who die in the Tor, her 
from henceforth : yea, ſaith the Spirit.” And : 
ſupport under all preſent evils, he has aſſured us, death mo! 
will be an end of them: And as an encouragement y d. 
diligence in well-doing, under all the preſent haar 055 
and ſufferings under which it lies, —he has alſo aflreq we! 
h us, that nothing we do for his ſake ſhall be forgotten by MW me: 
172 him; but as it is in the mean time kindly regarded y W. 


l 

A him, ſo it ſhall follow as into the other world - ive 
I | | voucher for our faith and a teſtimony of our intereſt n . 
1 the bleſſed Forerunner; as in the text now again real, if Go 
1 Having formerly explained the comfortable truth MW tru 
| 1 which is here declared; „“ Bleſſed are the dead wha we 
12408 «« die in the Lord;“ —as alfo the ſeaſon to which i pe! 
1 ſpecially refers, From henceforth :” We {hall nos Tl 
10 conſider the confirmation of it, “ yea, ſaith the Spirit, me 
161 « that they may reſt from their labours, and their works rit 
| al « do follow them. We have here a twofold con. hy 
. firmation of it. It is divinely atteſted, — yea, /ait he hx 
i: | Spirit; and it is manifeſtly evinced, —that they ma; rej we 
1 from their labours and their works d follow them. th 
l 1/?, It is divinely atteſted ; yea, ſaith the Spiri po 
| Here we ſhall only obſerve, that his teſtimony 1s %%, vir 
regiſtered and experienced. wi 
: 1. The Spirit's teſtimony is a ſure teſtimony ; whi th 
there can be no falſehood or uncertainty in, but ſnch » fe 

may be molt aſſuredly relied on. The Pope has fome- 
vw times paſſed his word on it, that whoever would d th 
v 12% certain pieces of ſervice to his hulineſs,- as anciently i fu 
1 go in a croiſade for recovering the holy land, and more di 
114 lately to murder thoſe whom he called heretics, that iz fo 
6 good Chriſtians ; he has ſometimes publiſhed à bill, « 
promiſe, or inſurance, I ſay, that whoever would 00 10 


ſo, — ſhould have a plenary remiſſion of all their {5 


and go directly to paradiſe, without being detained 
moments 


now 
MIrit 
orks 
CON- 


tho 
«ll 
7 eſt 


( 6 ) 
ent in Purgatory *. But what ſignifies his word 
1 3 2 doch purpoſe? It 7 to be deteſted, 
is x piece of the moſt horrible preſumption. W hart a- 
nails any ſuch bull, promiſe or inſurance? It is to be a- 
dominated as the moſt heaven-daring blaſphemy. ** No 
keretics, ſays a Popiſh hiſtorian, were ſo pernicious to the 
urch of Rome as the Eenifts or Waldenſes ; becauſe, a- 
nong other reaſons, they kad à great appearance of 
tiety, lived juſtly before men, believed all things well of 
od, and held all the articles of the Creed; only (they 
were guilty of one unpardonable fault), they blaſphe- 
med the church of Rome, — the Pope and his clergy :” 
Which methinks was as great a commendation, as could 
well have been given of them. 

Well, let poor deluded Papiſts, who are given up of 
God to ſtrong deluſion that they ſhould believe a lie, — 
truſt to ſuch arrant cheats; it is our great mercy, that 
we have the teſtimony of the Spirit of all truth to de- 
pend on, that they are blefled who die in the Lord. 
The Papiſts ſay, they are bleſſed who die in the com- 
munion of the church of Rome. Nay, but fays the Spi- 
rit of God, they are bleſſed who die in the Lord ;—who 
have renounced all merit of their good works; who 
have caſt all their beſt righteouſneſs as well as their 
worſt, their beſt works as well as their worft, behind 


their backs, - and have fled, wretched and miſerable and 


poor and blind and naked—as they are, to Chriſt, as ha- 
ving all righteouſneſs and ſalvation in him for them 
who have ventured their all for time and eternity, on 
the ſingle but ſure bottom of Chriſt's everlaſting: righ- 


teouſneſs. 


Viewed in this light, this comfortable truth contains 


| the great promiſe of the goſpel, even an infurance of 


full and everlaſting ſalvation, and of an immediate and 
direct paſſage to it at death; on the ſingle but ſafe 
foundation of the doing and dying of the Lord. Look 
* unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth: 
for I am God, and there is none elſe.“ Ifa. lv. 22. 


H Thus 


* See the Vote at the end, No. XIII. 


6.00] 
Thus it was the goſpel of the Old Teſtament. And 
is the goſpel of the New too, Acts xvi. 31. Belierg 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaveq » 
Reſt on Chriſt for all ſalvation,— without admitting; 
doubt of it, on ſuch a ſure ground. Reſt not on vom 
faith for it, more than on any other of your works, —in 
the way of aſſuring yourſelves of ſalvation, when once 
you know you have believed; but reſt on Chriſt for:. 
—aſſuring yourſelves of all ſalvation, intirely and v holly 
on the bottom of his furety-righteouſneſs brought near 0 
you by the goſpel. Without this, we would have no go. 
Jpel ; thoſe who do not preach this, preach no poſpel, 
This is the goſpel which we have in commiſſion to Preach 
to every human creature, Mark xvi. 15, 16. © Go ye 
* into all the world, and preach the goſpel to every crez. 
% ture: He that believeth and is baptiſed, ſhall be fl. 
“ ved; but he that believeth not ſhall be damned.” 
2. This reſtimony of the Spirit of God, — iuſurine 
ſalvation to ſinners, on the footing of the righteouſnet; 
of the Lord Chriſt, — inſuring a bleſſed death to them, 
on the footing of his curſed death,— is regiſtered, for 
their fulleſt ſecurity, in the records of heaven. When 
a man paſles a deed of conveyance, he conſents to the 
regiſtery thereof in the public and authentic records of 
the kingdom; to which all whom it concerns have gc. 


ceſs. Juſt ſo, God, for our great confirmation and efta- 


bliſhment, encouragement and comfort in life and death, 
has repiſtered his gracious promiſe in the blefled Bible, 
It is to be fond in the very firit goſpel-promiſe, Gen, 
Hi. 15. And I will put enmity between thee and the 
c woman, and between thy feed and her ſeed ; it thall 
«© bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel :” 
W hich, as formerly hinted, was a promiſe and infurance 
of a compleat recovery from all the ruins of the fall, and 
conſequently, of eternal life, —on the footing of the fa. 
tisfaction to be given by the Surety who thould be the 
ſeed of the woman, in having his heel bruiſed. And 
all the ſubſequent promiſes of the goſpel are only ulu— 
ſtrations, explications and amplifications of this original 
and primary promiſe. Accordingly, the promiſe of ali 
bleſledneſs on the footing of the curſed death of the 
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d ii trety, and conſequently an inſurance of all bleſſedneſs 
ere al that are in him, — is to be found almoſt every 
d. chere throughout the whole Bible; — and in a very 
7 a eeat variety of expreſſion too; for the more eaſy un- 
ou erſtanding of it, and the more readily to engage our 


attention and attract our regard to it. See particularly 
Gen. xxii. 18. Iſa. xxvill. 16. xlv. 17. Mark xvi, 15, 
16. Rev. iii. 20. 
We may add here, that God has been at an infinite 
expence of power and goodneſs in making and main- 
laming this regiſter, Very early he built a regitter- 
office, and {till Keeps it in good repair ; though Satan, 
und one Antichriſt or another have, from the very firſt 
erection of it, employed all the battering rams and en- 
Ioines of hell and earth to demolith it. And a ſtately 
and glorious fabric it is; beartiful for ſituation, the joy 
of the whole earth 1s mount Zion. Yowll eaſily perceive 
we mean the Church of the living God, which is the pillar 
Lind ground of truth. And he furniſhed ready ſcribes, 
(as Ezra 1s called, chap. vii. 6.) from time to time, for 
giſtering this great record; in all the illuſtrations, ex- 
Iplications and amplifications he was pleaſed to make of 
t: Holy men of God, who ſpake and wrote too, as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, Nay, he has from time 
[to time raiſed up Apollioſes, elguent men and mighty in 
the Scriptures; to read, expound and inculcate this 
bleſed record on the conſciences and hearts of his 
people. Even when the repilter-office was on the 
point of being battered to the ground by the Antichri. 
lian dragon, and the regiſter itſelf burnt, (and many 
copies of it ever burnt); he had two witneſſes (a num- 
ber ſufficient in law) who propheſied, read and expound- 
ed this record, though clothed in ſackcloth, Rev. xi. - F 
We may further add here, that this bleſſed record is 
Worn and ſealed ; to give us all poſſible ſecurity for the 
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e truth of it, and all poſſible encouragement to trult it, 


and even to venture through death and the grave on 
the credit of it. It is ſworn by the oreat God, and 
that in the moſt ſolemn manner; nay, and he began 
ery early in this manner to atteſt it, © For when God 
% made 
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ſealed, I may fay, with the great ſeal of heaven, in the 
folemn ordinances of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper,.. pe. 


( 64 ) 

made promife to Abraham, becauſe he could ſwey 
by no greater, he ſware by himſelf ; faying, Sure 

bleſſing, I will bleſs thee, and multiplying, l ug 
multiply thee. And fo, after he had patiently end. 
red, he obtained the promiſe. For men verily ſwear by 
the greater; and an oath for confirmation is to then 
an end of all ſtrife : wherein God, willing more z. 
bundantly to ſhew unto the heirs of promiſe the in. 
mutability of his counſel, confirmed jt by an oth: 
that by two immutable things in which it was in. 
poſſible for God to lie, we might have a ſtrong con. 
ſolation who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the 
hope ſet before? Heb. vi. 13,—18. And it is al 


as it was antiently in the typical ſacrifices, and particy. Wi *© 
larly in the folemn ordinances of circumciſion and the xii 
paſſover. " 
We may here ſee, by the way, the grievous abſurdity in 
of the Popiſh doctrine, that it is dangerous for conmman — 
people, or laymen, to read their Bibles; and the dread- Mil 
ful cruelty of their practice, in with-holding thoſe oracles n 
of God from them. Strange! Not allow people to be. lic 
come acquaimed with their charter. Should Popih ch 
prieſts or any elſe go about to perſuade gentlemen, ne. WW bl 
ver to read or inſpect their charters, — they would be if 
hiſſed at with indignation ; if not baniſhed, as having 
ill deſigns on them. But it is ſtill infinitely worle, to 1 
denude people of liberty to look into their charter t0 Ny 
the heavenly inheritance z by how much it is more va of 
luable than all earthly poſſeſſions. it 


This teſtimony of the Spirit is experienced and Wiſh de 


felt to be true, in ſome meaſure, by all ſaints. Having to 
ventured their all for time and eternity on the dne g 


teſtimony, they begin to fee] the truth of it. Heaven: IN 
jy ble ſſedneſs is begun in them. They are bleſſed witi 
the earneſt of the heavenly inheritance, the begun en m 


joyment of that happineſs which is laid up for them I w 
the covenant of promiſe, Eph. i. 13, 14. The bleflednci 8 Ii 
of heaven is begun in them, inaſmuch as they are par WY 4 


ker) 


(-'0g--) 
kers of grace z for grace is glory begun, even as glory 


e 
t js grace perfeted,— grace is glory in the bud, even as 
will glory is grace in the full blown flower. For the 


« kingdam of God is not meat and drink, bat righte- 
« ouſneſs.? Rom. xiv. 17.; compared with 2 Cor. iii. 
18. © We all with open face beholding as in a glaſs 
| « the glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame i- 
% mage, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 


ch: (the Lord: — from glory ta glory that is, from one 
i. WF degree of grace to another, till grace arrive at ſuch per- 
on. f:&ion as to be glory. It is begun in them, inaſmuch as 
the they have peace, inward peace,—the wel] grounded faith 
allo of peace with God through our Lord Jeſus Chrift, and 
the WF ſolid peace of conſcience through the ſprinkling of the 
- WT peace-ſpeaking blood of Jeſus. For the Kingdom of 
icy. God is—peace,” Rom. xiv. 17. ; compared with Heb, 
the xil. 24. Ye are come—to the blood of ſprinkling that 
« ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel.“ It is begun 
dity in them, inaſmuch as they have“ joy in the Holy Gholt,” 
man WF —lome experience, leſs or more, of his ſpeaking the pro- 
ead- WW miſe into their conſciences and hearts, —with ſuch power 
acles and ſweetneſs, as fills them with all joy and peace in be- 
o be. lieving ; as the Apoſtle prays on behalf of the Romans, 
opilk chap. xv. 13. But this is no ſmall degree of heavenly 
ne. bleſſedneſs. For the kingdom of God is—joy in the 
| be « Holy Ghoſt.” Rom. xiv. 17. 
wing Thus they have the teſtimony of their ſpiritual expe- 
„ ta nience, or of their ſpiritual ſenſes, to the truth of the 
er o Spirit's teſtimony. Aud though this be not the prod 
> Vas of faith, but the Spirit's teſtimony in the written word; 
| it is not a little encouraging and confirming to it. One 
and does not doubt of the truth of a teſtimony that he feels 
wing to be true. A ſon does not que ſtion, but his father will 
vine give him the inheritance of which he has already given 
wen. lim a part. ; 
with Nay, the Spirit ſometimes bears ſuch ſenſible teſſi- 
en mony in the heart to the truth of his teſtimony in the 
m in word, —as to overpower all preſent workings of unbe- 
dnels lief, and to raiſe the believer to à full and comfortable 
* Aukance. The Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our 
ers a 
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( 66 ) 
* ſpirit, that we are the children of God.” Rom, yi; 
16. As the ſaints will readily be favoured with this 
glorious foretaſte of heaven, proportionably to the 
weight of work or warfare laid before them; ſo the 
martyrs were uſually bleſſed with a large meaſure there, 
of, —enabling them to face death or craeller uſage with 
courage and fortitude, with magnanimity and joy, ſo 3 
to confound and triumph over their very perſecutor; *, 
Take the firſt New- Teſtament martyr for an example 
Acts vii. 54,—-60. Only read the paſſage, and you vil 
not heſitate a moment to ſay, whether of the two wa; 
moſt happy; — the 7eus who not only perſecuted 5. 
phen, but who gnaſhed their teeth for very rage, the 
molt tormenting of all paſſions; or, Stephen, who was 
perſecuted by them, but who ſcarce felt the pains d 
death, for the abounding of the joys of the Holy Ghoſt, 
—which is juſt heavenly bliſs. 
Before we proceed further, we may here ſee, —.. 
the way to joy, and not only to a bleſſed, but joyful 
death; it is to live by faith, to aſſure ourſelves of the 
truth of the Spirit's teſtimony, “ Bleſſed are the dead 
& who die in the Lord,” —taking all the benefit and 
comfort of the inſurance of bleſſedneſs in death on the 
footing of the Lord's death—conched therein. All 
who know any thing at all of religion, wiſh for joy; but 
the generality take the wrong way to obtain it. 1hey 
would have joy in themſelves, and then they would be. 
lieve; or, which is much the ſame thing, they would have 
ſomething in or about themſelves whereon to ground 
or at leaſt to encourage their faith, —and then they 
would believe. Genuine Chriſtians will never obtain 
joy in this way. And it is the great mercy of any peo- 
ple, that they do not. Wo to ſuch as ſeek and obtain 
(what they count) joy in themſelves. The true way 
to true joy is, to believe; reſting aſſuredly on the di- 
vine teſtimony. It is in believing that joy and peace 15 
obtained, Rom. xv. 13. 
Thus this great truth is divinely atteſted. 
2dly, It is manifeſtly evinced. It muſt be a bleſſed 
thing to die in the Lord; they mult be bleſſed, who dv 


0 


+ Sec the Note at the end, No. XIV. 


(07-1) 
o: They reſt from their labours, and their works do fol. 


my them. 
0 qt reſt from their labours, The Greek word 
he ich is here tranſlated /abours, is uſed moſtly, if not 
e. Ways in the New Leſtament, to lignify ſuch as are at- 
th ended with uneaſineſs and pain; toil and fatigue, vex- 
„on and forrow. And it is manifeitly uſed in this 
* Wi here, as contradiſtinguithed to works in the laſt 
le, W'uuſe of the verſe. And ſuch labours are in general 
vill WS two ſorts ; thoſe that are ſimply and in all reſpects 
s cch, and thoſe that are ſuch only in a certain degree, 
te. eath will be a ſweet reſt to all ſaints from both forts. 
he (i.) Death, to all that die in the Lord, will be a to- 
vas lend everlaſting reſt from all thoſe of the former ſort; 
of et is, from all adverſities and croſſes, from all vexa- 
li, {Wons and ſorrows, from whatever airth they can ariſe, 
whether from ourſelves, the world, Satan or God. 
— ] fictions have no good in them, whatever good God 
tal ring out of them. 
the .] It will be an intire and eternal reſt to them 
eal n all vexations and ſorrows ariling from themſelves. 
and la the preſent ſtate, we ourſelves, by reaſon of our 
the rontented, fretful and murmuring tempers, are our 
-A'! eateſt croſſes. We make real croſſes much heavier 
but n they really are; and when croſſes are wanting, 
hey Ie make them to ourſelves. It is truly hard to ſay, 
be- hether we ſuffer moſt from real croſſes we do feel; 
ave from imaginary ones which we never teel, but only 
un ir, It is unjult to impute this only to certain melan- 
hey h people. For we are all in ſome degree melancho- 
tain WH; we are all, more or leſs, belide ourſelves, As there is 
10- ga man or a woman in the world in perfe health; 
tan WS neither is there any in the perfedt exercile of reaſon. 
way immediately on forſaking God the chief good, the 
d. ee ſatisfying portion of ſouls, — it was impollible but 
© 1 WF muſt have become diſcontented, fretful and unſatis- 
Ec. Nay, inſtantly on ſin's ſeizing the ſoul, —diſeaſe 
; J infected the body, like a contagion, or by contagion. 
lch became of ſuch a craſis and temperature, as to be in- 
7 able of bearing difficulties and afflictions with proper 
0: 


fortitude 


— ——— pr 


(666) 


fortitude and reſolution; even as a Weak and ſore bad f. 

j feels more from its own weakneſs and ſoreneſs, 1, Mi * 

| from its burden. Nay, our conſtitution ſuffered ſuch p 
ſhock, as to make us imagine things to our grief u 

LE vexation, which have no being; even as a perſon HN 
I BE has got a ſtroke on the head, turns giddy and fagds C 
8 that the moſt fable things are moving. This is th e 
1 melancholy ſtate with us all in ſome degree; though oil 

i a far greater height in fome than in others. Even 6 v 

1 grace of God does not cure it, We find Hema, M 
Th of the moſt diſtinguiſhed ſaints of the O1d-Teſtameyii 7 

| greatly afflicted with it all his life-long. See Pſal. 1x» * 
"Iv throughout; particularly verſe 15. © I am afflicted xy ſt 
l « ready to die, from my youth up: while I ſuffer th t 
at! «« terrors, I am diftrated.” Nay the religious exer KL 
ji 5 ciſes of genuine ſaints are more influenced by it, th K. 
N the generality are ready to apprehend. It is no pre: Y 
74188 wonder, to fee people who have comparatively the ae 
148i vantage of chearful tempers, little given to doubts a 5 
ii fears. But it requires a very eminent meaſure of gu 
to raiſe melancholy people above them. 1 

But death will at once cure all ſaints of all their . 

content, fretfulneſs, murmuring and melancholy, N 5 

inhabitant of the better country thall ſay, or have grui 

to ſay, I am ſich, The ſoul ſhall be at once cured Fo 

all its ſpiritual plagues, —of all its unbelief, blindnel 1 

vanity, earthlineſs and inactivity. And being in t| 95 

mean time in a ftate of ſeparation from the body, ) 

6xnnot be influenced by any of the diſeaſes under whi , 

it once laboured, nay, nor by its death; but waits pi 50 

ently, though earneſtly, for reunion to it in glory 3 

in perfect and everlaſting fitneſs to keep pace with tar. 

all heavenly exerciſes. Now, O what an ineſtimit 00 

mercy muſt it be to be thus delivered from all h 

anxieties, perplexities, doubts, fears, torments and g " 

feries, which in the preſent ſtate ariſe from our una . 

ſelves. The pleaſure of a recovery from the in 


agonizing fit We the out, ſtone or gravel, —is b L. 
fait image of it. 
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( 6 ) 

2.] It will be a total and everlaſting reſt to them, 
from all trials and tribulatiens ariſing from the world. 
From the unkindneſſes of the world, Ihe Lord's peo- 
ple have uſually a large ſhare of the frowns of the 
world; and a very ſmall portion of its ſmiles, The 
world from hatred grudges them its good things; and 
God from love withholds them, that they may not be 
entangled and retarded by them in their journey heaven- 
wards, Particularly, from the perſecutions of the 
world, which may perhaps be ſpecially intended here. 
From what the Apoltle calls emphatically cruel mockings ; 
a being made a jeſt of or lightly eſteemed by the world 
that live at large,—for ſerious godlineſs, conſcientious 
firitneſs, and a reſolute attachment to the good ways of 
the Lord. Theſe, I ſay, are eminently cruel mickings. 
The Pſalmiſt, or rather, our Lord Jeſus himſelf, ſays, 
Reproach hath bruken my heart, Pal. ix. 20. From 
all hazards and ſufferings, impriſonments, dragoonings, 
deaths or more barbarous uſages that were ſuffered un- 
der Antichriſtian tyranny ; or may yet be ſuffered under 
it before it be finally aboliſhed. Death ſets all ſaints ever- 
$ laſtingly beyond the reach of all perſecutors. * There the 
« wicked ceaſe from troubling ; there the weary be at 
« reſt,” Job iii. 17. And a ſweet and pleaſant reſt it has 
been to unnumbered thouſands of the ſaints, —who are 
now come out of all tribulation, and have waſhed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb ; and are 
therefore before the throne of God. Perſecutors may de- 
fame and curſe their memory, dig their bones out of 
their graves, carry them before their blaſphemous tri- 
bunals, condemn them for wicked heretics, and then 
burn their old rotten bones to aſhes, —as the Papiſts 
were wont to do. But what is all this to them, who 
are in the mean time perfectly happy in the preſence of 
God and the Lamb. There the priſoners reſt together, 
in ſpite of hell and Rome; they hear not the voice of the 
eppreſſor, Job wi. 18. They may torment themſelves, 
and gnaſh their teeth for very pain; they only vent their 
impotent malice, but cannot diſquiet the dead in the 
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=. [3-] It will be a total and final reſt to them from 3; 

4 the fiery darts and buffettings of Satan. It did not ſatis 

n fy his malice to haunt them like a ghoſt all their jj. 

k long; but he would needs purſue them to the gates q 
| N 

| the New Jeruſalem. However, he can go no farther. 


he can tempt no longer. We ſhall add here to wha 


* 9 = o . 
was ſaid on a former head, that this is a very ruefu] 1nd 


| 0 a very joyful parting ; rueful on Satan's fide, and joy. 
| 


ful on the ſaint's part. Who ſaw and heard the deri 
on being finally defeated by the Chriſtian, —it would 
preſent him with a frightful image of the ſhame, agayy 
1 and deſpair with which he was ſeized, on being of dd 
7 1 caſt down from heaven; as is repreſented, or perhay; 
1} only alladed to in Ifa. xiv. 12. How art thou fallen 
1 | « from heaven, O Lucifer, Son of the morning! hoy 
. « art thou cut down to the ground, which didſt weaker 
1 « the nations!“ All the relief which he has in the 
ar 4 mean time, from the agonies of his ill conſcience and the 
} 1. terrors of his compearance before his awful Judge, — 
I lies in the helliſh ſatisfaction which he takes in harraſſing 
the ſaints, —hereby attempting to divert his thought; 


11-1 from the irremediable doom awaiting him, though at the 

Nu fame time hereby adding to his unequalled guilt, And 

| ll now even that worthleſs ſatisfaction is taken from him, 
| 1 And by the prey being gradually taken from the mighty, WW ' 
ty 1 he feels his inſupportable doom coming ſurely on hin, “ 
ö | But his torment is not greater than the ſaint's joy, on q ( 
Y4b being rid of ſuch a malicious foe. It is ſuch as that of 1 


ping ſhipwreck. Or, it is like that of an army which 
had fought ſor life, liberty and all; and are come ot 


1 mariners come ſafe to ſhore, after moſt narrowly eſca. 
1 
3 | | i 
a victorious and triumphant, —after being almoſt vanquili: 
| þ 


ed and enſlaved. Or, it is like that of a king come fat 
to his kingdom, after running the greateſt hazard of be- 


. | | ing beggared. 
5 C4.] It will be a final and bleſſed reſt to them from 
40 all trials and tribulations where with they had been ex. 


erciſed in holy providence. All their afflictions of 
N whatever ſort were from providence; and no iual 
I | trial had it ſometimes been to them, to obſerve the fig 
| | 
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of an angry providence in their adverſities. For all 
Gints could more eafily bear, that all the world were 
r: angry with them, than that their God and Father 
n ould be ſo. See Job xvi. 14. Pfal. xxxviii. 1, And 


very heavy ſometimes had the ſtrokes of their Father's 
hand been. In 796's cafe, it lighted upon all he was 
and had. He loft all his children and all his ſubſtance in 
one day,—and that too, in ſuch a way as carried in it 
pregnant fymptoms of God's anger: Chap. 1. Nothing 
remained to him but a humourſome wife, to chide, 
tempt and torment him; and three friends who added 
iffliction to the afflicted, by inſiſting on what was of 
every thing elſe moſt calculated to wound him, that 


nd 
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ov 
ken his affliction was a fure evidence of his naughtineſs 
the nd of God's wrath. But ſtill it is a great matter, if a 


man have health, and can in patience poſſeſs his ſoul. 
Nay, but this is alſo taken from him. Satan is per- 
Imitted to ſmite him with ſore boils, from the ſole of his 


the 


I 
- 


ung 
chi; nt unto his crown; fo that he took him a potſherd to 
the rape himſelf withal, and he fat diwn among the aſhes : 
And Chap. 11. And his ſpirit came alſo to be ſorely wound- 
him, ed, as we read in chap. vi. 2, 3. O that my grief 
hy, were throughly ogy pegs and my calamity laid in the 
im. * balances together; for now it would be heavier than 
= the ſand of the ſea : Therefore my words are ſwal- 
at of lowed up :”—(that is, I want language whereby to 
eſca. MWexpreſs my grief.) „“ For the arrows of the Almighty 
hick are within me, the poiſon whereof drinketh up my 
e of WWE ſpit; The terrors of God do ſet themſelves in ar- 
vil. r. againlt me.” Such, I ſay, had ſometimes been 
ſafe be firokes of God's hand. | 
{ be. But death is the laſt. © The laſt enemy that ſhall 
F be deſtroyed is death.” 1 Cor. xv. 26. Death will 
from e the laſt ſtroke of his chaſtiſing hand. Heretofore, 
1 ex- Ney were delivered from the ſting of trouble, the 
1s of Wie, Rom. viii. 1. Gal. iii. 13. Now, they are de- 
ſmall ered from trouble itſelf, even as a chaſtiſement. No 
ſigns eruption now remaining in them, they ſtand in no 


of Wore need of that medicine for purging it away, Be- 
"> no arrived at full maturity, they are no longer 


liable 
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liable to the treatment of children. God now rejoice 
over them with joy, and reſts in his love—-without eye; 
frowning on them, or ſuffering any thing to annoy 
them more. 

(2.) Death, to all that die in the Lord, will be 3 
intire and eternal reſt from all lJabaurs of the latter (yr 
too; that is, from all painful duties, Duty in itſeh 
indeed is a pleaſure, a privilege and bleſſedne(s. 4 
great part of our preſent happineſs lies in the perform. 
ance of it; and a great happineſs it is. Pſal. xix g 
10, 11. N there are certain reſpects, in which 
it is a very great toil and labour. But death will x 
once ſet us free from it.— The mortification of fin, fa 
example, by reaſon of our inbred and vehement lose 
to it, is a very great toi] and labour. It is a death, 
a mortifying of the deeds of the body. Rom. viii. ;. 
It is a crucifixion z a crucifying of the fleſh, with f 
affections and luſts. Gal. v. 24. It is a doing violence 
to one's ſelf, —a laying violent hands on the old man, 
which is a part of our very ſelves. It is a being engaged 
in cloſe fight, hand to hand, foor to foot, heart to hear, 
every part of the new man re ſolutely oppoſing every 
Part of the old man. For the fleſh luſteth again 
« the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleth : And thoſe 
« are contrary the one to the other; ſo that ye can 
« not do the things that ye would.” Gal. v. 17. bu 
death will put a happy end to this war. Then hl 
we lay down our arms, without ever needing to tak 
them up again; and a fweet and everlaſting pea 
and quiet will enſue in the ſoul. 

The performance, particularly, of external cuties 
by reaſon of our preſent weaknefs as well as unwilling 
neſs, is a very great toil and labour. It is ſeldom 
can continue any length of time in religious ext: 
ciſes, without wearying. Nay, it is impoſſible but wt 
muſt weary; the ſpirit is willing but the fleſh is wei 
Beſides, it ſometimes requires no ſmall toil, to atti 
to ordinances. We know but little of that indeed, 1 
compariſon with our fathers ;. who ſometimes ſought tis 
food of their ſouls at the peril of their lives, — 
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ziltances too. But death will put a bleſſed end to all 
this weakneſs and fatigue. The redeemed about the 


| throne reſt not day nor night; ſaying, Holy, holy, holy, 
rd God Almighty, who was, and is, and 1s to come. 
And they never weary ; the joy of the Lord tis their 


ſrength. They ſhall be ſtrengthened for n 


under an exceeding and eternal weight of glory. An 

their food is ay at hand. FZohn ſaw in the midſt of the 
| /trect of the New Jeruſalem and on each ſide of the river 
| of the water of life, — the tree of life, which bare twelve 
| manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month. 
Rev. xxii. I, 2.—Moreover, to fight a good fight, or 
to contend earneſtly for the faith which was once deltver- 
ed io the ſaints, by reaſon of our own and other peoples 
| weakneſſes, prejudices and corruptions, —is ſometimes 
a very great toil and labour, But death will at once 
bring us to the land of perfect knowledge, harmony 
add love. Then ſhall the promiſe be full accompliſh- 


ed.—“ They ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my holy 


mountain: For the earth ſhall be full of the know- 
| © ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea.” 


Iſa. xi. 9. 
2. Their works de follow them. For explication of 


| this, we ſhall conſider the works here ſpoken of; and 


the import of their following thoſe that die in the 


| Lord. 


(1.) We muſt conſider the works here ſpoken of. 


And we may conſider them, as good works, deſpiſed 
| works, ſmall works, intended works, and regiſtered 
| works. 


(1.] We muſt conſider them as good works. It has 


not been a little contended, what good works are. 
Some ſuppoſe mere moral works to be good works. 


Others fancy legal works to be good works. Some 
magine ſuperſtitious works to be good works. And 


| molt people judge charitable works to be good works. 


All theſe are reckoned good works, and the doers of 
them to be good folks, by their reſpective admirers. 
Without ſtaying on a particular diſcuſſion of theſe 
things,. —we hall give you an infallible deſcription of 


what 


„ 


what the Spirit of God accounts go6d works. N 
inſpired Apoſtle ſays, “ The end of the comma 
© ment is charity ; out of a pure heart, and a ph 
**.conſcience, and faith unfeigned,” 1 Tim. i. 5. Ty 
end or intention of the commandment or law is char 
According to this unerring deſcription, nothing can 
deſigned a good work, which is not cammanded. % 
Mart. xv. 9. Ifa. viii. 20. The Apoſtle tells u 
e Where no law is, there is no tranſpreſſion.” 4 
conſequently, where there is no law, there can be 
little obedience. —Again, nothing can be deſigned: 
good work, which is not charity; which does not qi. 
ginate in the love of God and of our neighbour, au 
which does not aim at a loving of God with all gy 
heart, and with all our foul, and with all our mind... 
and a loving of our neighbour as ourſelves. See Ma, 
xxii. 37,---40,——Further, nothing can be deſigned: 
good work, which does not flow from à pure heart. — 
a renewed heart, a heart purified by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
They that are in the fleſh, cannot pleaſe C, Rom. viii, 
8. See Mat. xu. 33.— Moreover, nothing can be de. 
ſigned a good work, which does not flow from a go: 
conſcience 3 a conſcience ſprinkled with the pacifying 
and purging blood of Jeſus. It is through .our con- 
ſciences being ſprinkled with his blood, that they are 
purged from dead works to ſerve the living God. Neb, 
ix. 14.—In one word, nothing can be deſigned a good 
work, which does not flow from faith unfergned,—1 
faith which is in reality a renunciation of ſelf, and a 
reſt on Chriſt. Without faith, it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God *. 

The 


* Faith doth not lic in good reſvulntions to be obedicnt to God's 
Jaw; but in the reſt of the ſoul on whole Chriſt for righteouſneſs and 
ſalvation, begun in juſtification and ſanctification, and completed in 
glorißcation. And the believer is hereupon capacitated, quickened and 
invigorated, for reſolving on all holy obedience and yielding it ; find 
ing grace inſured in the promiſe, anſwerable to all duty injoined in the 
precept. Phil. iv. 13: And he reſolves on it and ſets out in it accord- 
ingly. Faith reſpects all Chriſt's offices; in the way of reſting 
on him for all the benefit of them ;—for- righteouſneſs ws acceſs + 

10ſt ing 1 ination and continue 
(God, through him as a prieſt, for ſaying illuminatio e 
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e peculiar beauty of this deſcription lies in run- 
W up the whole matter to faith, which unites with 
a, who is at once our righteouſneſs and ſtrength. 
d this our Lord ſhews to be the only practicable 


ot bringing forth fruit to God, John xv. 4, 5. 
le abide in me, and I in you: As the branch cannot 
char ear fruit of itſelf, except it abide in the vine no 
can more can ye, except ye abide in me: I am the vine, 
: Wm ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I 
US u 


Win him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit; for 
W without me ye can do nothing.” : 

Irz.] We may. conſider them as deſpiſed works. 
Wough deſpiſed in the eyes of men, they are precious 


be 3 


Tned ; 


Ot ori. the ſight of God, The practice of godlineſs, inſtead 
dan being valued by the world, is reproached as unac- 
all our buntable nicety, ſingularity and preciſeneſs. Even 
ind. 


e manifeſtly wicked, with a brazen- faced impudence, 
Will aſk, What do the reputed godly more than others? 
ven thoſe good works, which are greatly calculated 
promote the glory of God and the intereſts of man- 
d, are ſometimes reputed ſedition and rebellion, — 


Mat. 
ned a 
art _ 


Chrift, 


. Vil Id are puniſhed as if they were really ſuch. Thus 
e de. When Paul and Silas came with the glad tidings of ever- 
7 bl ung life to Theſſalonica, a very kind and beneficient 
Lying on furely ; all the account which even the 7ews 
co. ae of it, was, Thoſe that have turned the world up- 
y arc . down are come hither alſo, Acts xvii. 6. Nay our 
Heb. WWorious Reformers, Luther, Calvin, Knox and others, — 
good. very perſons who, in the firſt verſe of this chapter, 
-e. repreſented as „landing with the Lamb on the mount 
nd 4 Jian, having his Father's name written on their fore- 
eaſe Nad; theſe very worthies are now traduced by many 
J as 

The 


Eine by him as a prophet, —and for ſanctification, aud a being 


God's Fought through all tribulation home to the kingdom of heaven, 


ſs and bim as a king. And in the faith of all the benefit of :!1 his 
ed in Aces, the believer gives himſelf to the Lord z to be ruled and ab- 
d and plutely determined by the law which he has enacted as a king, and 
find | 


blicked as a prophet. And in this way, he finds himſelf ſtrengthen- 
for all holy obedience. The more lively his faith is, the more 
Euy his reſolutions are, and the more vigorous bis abedience is. 


in the 
cord- 


eſting l. xxviti. 7.———And thus alſo his obedience is not the obedience of 
ſs to have, but of a ſon, 
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as the cauſe of ſeditions and rebellions, wars and def 
f 4 
lations; and their laudable zeal for propagating ch 
truth, and Chriſt-like endeavours for purging A 
, I 
temple of God of buyers and ſellers, thieves and robber; 
—are decried as fiery, and driving things to Me 
ties; or at leaſt are degraded as low as poflible, «4, 
by thoſe who would claim the credit of being ther 
ſucceſſors, —but without deſerving it. But it is wel 
God does not judge of things as men—as ſuch men 4, 
Again, they are not boaſted of, nay, I may yy 
ſay they are even deſpiſed, by the doers of then. 
If the world think little of their good works, the, 
think as little of them themſelves. Inſtead of being di, 
poſed with proud legaliſts to fay,—* Stand by thyſgj 
„ come not near to me, for I am holier than thou; 
they are every one of them ready to acknowledge 
themſelves to be the chief of ſinners, and leſs than th 
eaſt of all ſaints, 1 Tim. i. 15. Eph. iii. 8, If thy 
have been of any uſe for the advancement of God 
lory and the intereſts of Zion, —they attribute all u 
the praiſe of ſovereign grace. By the grace of Gul 
« (fays Paul,) I am what I am; and his grace, hid 
« was beſtowed upon me, was not in vain; but Ik. 
© houred more abundantly than they all: yet not! 
« but the grace of God which was with me.” 1 Cy, 
xv. 10. It is their nature, as renewed by divine pra 
to obſerve our Lord's direction; When thou diſt alu 
or any good deed, let not thy left hand know what t 
right hand doth. Mat. vi. 3. But the leſs account tho 
make of themſelves or of their good works, God make 
the greater account of both. Though the Lord“ 
« high, yet hath he reſpect unto the lowly : butt, 
% proud he knoweth afar off,” Pſal. cxxxvui. 6. 
[3.] We may conſider them as /mall works. Wh 
we mean hereby is, That none of their good work 
though ever ſo finall, though it were no more but th 
giving, of a cup of cold water to one of their fellows 
difciples,—is forgotten with their Lord, but fall l 
kindly remembered by him in the day of reckon 
as he expreſsly aſſures us, Mat. x. 40,—42. XXV. 24 
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g the 0. When one conſiders the diſtreſſing neceſſity under 
dt which his ſuffering ſervants have ſometimes Jaboured— 
Oberg of being even in this manner miniſtered unto, —and 
tremj. how - reproachful and even hazardous it has been to 
eren own them, or to do them the ſmalleſt kindneſs, —with 
their the great intereſt which the glorious but ſympathiſing 
well Head takes in all their diſtreſſes and ſufferings; when 
en do, one conſiders theſe things, I ſay, he will fee the pecu- 
wel lar propriety and beauty of ſuch encouraging pro- 
then. miſes. | 

they C4. ] We may conſider them as intended works. 
ng dif The wicked have it in their hearts, to do a deal of 
hyſelf more miſchief than they have either ability or oppor- 
how tunity to do. And the righteous have it alſo in their 
edge hearts, to do a deal of more good than God requires at 
Pan th their hands or gives them occaſion to do. And God 
f they will reckon, both as to one and the other, that it is 
Goch done; and reward it accordingly. As to both, fee 
> all u Eccleſ. xii. 14. God will bring every work into judg- 


FC © ment, with every ſecret thing, whether it be good, or 


Which « whether it be evil.” As to the malignant intentions 
t 1s of the wicked, ſee Iſa. x. 7. Howbeit, he meaneth 
not! « not ſo, neither doth his heart think ſo,“ —-as God 
100. means and thinks; “ but it is in his heart to deſtroy, 
rate and cut off nations not a few, - far more than God 
An permits him to deſtroy or cut off. As to the kind in- 


at th tentions of the righteous, ſee 2 Cor. viii. 12. © If there 
5 the « be firſt a willing mind, it is accepted according to 
Make 


| « what a man hath, and not according to what he bath 
wok % not,” David did but intend to build God an houſe ; 
but h and God aſſured him he would build him an houſe, and 
1. eſtabliſh his throne to him and his feed for ever, —as 
"a you read in 2 Sam. vii. 1,-17, Accordingly, our 
. Lord Jeſus, who is David's Son and Lord, is fitting 
* pon his throne, —f9 order it, and eſtabliſh it with judg- 
1.1 * and with juſtice, from henceforth even forever, lia. 
| A Oo 
"I [54] We might conſider them as regi/tered works. 
"I; As all the ill works of the wicked are regiſtered, I may 
f fay, in dooms-day-book,—the black book of conſcience, 
g the 


— 


4989 
the book of the fiery law, and the book of God's ye; 
ring remembrance; and as they ſhall be judged out if theſe 
things which were written in the books, according to the, 
works, that is, ſhall be condemned and punithed, pro. 
portionably to the demerit of their crimes : $9 all the 
good works of the righteous are carefully and kind 
regiſtered in the book of life, and in the book of Goc. 
everlalting remembrance ; and they alſo ſhall be Jude 
out of thoſe things which were written in the books, * 
cording to their works, — that is, ſhall be acquitted and 
glorified, their good works vouching for their interel 
in the Redeemer”s righteouſneſs, which is the all- de. 
ſerving ground hereof. See Rev. xx. 12.—It my 
be, they have forgotten them, or never adveried 9 
the value of them, or God's taking any notice of them, 
Aas is intimated in the account which our Lord give; 
of the procedure of the great day: Lord, When ſay 
% we thee an hungred and fed thee, &c.” But the 
bleſſed Judge took a kindly notice of them—at the time 
of doing them, and keeps them in his remembrance, 
Mal. iii. 16, 17. Nay, and he will ſurprife them with 
a favourable mention of them before aſſembled worlds 
of angels and men. Thus what is now ſ{p%en in the 
ear in cloſets, and never imagined to go farther, hal 
be proclaimed upon the houſe-taps, or rather, from the 
great white throne. 

2. We thall now conſider the import of theſe works 
following thole that die in the Lord. 

(1.) This may perhaps bear, That however lightly 
eſteemed they were when alive, their memory thall be 
precious when dead. Generally ſpeaking, the wicked 
are molt praiſed, when they are in the world,—out 
their memory rots, as they rot : And the righteous are 
leaſt eſteemed, when they are in the world, —but ther 
memory grows more and more precious, fo far as pro- 
vidence tranſmits the knowledge of them to poilerity. 
This is Solomon's obſervation, Prov. x. 7. Ihe me- 
« mory of the juſt is bleſſed : but the name of the 
«© wicked ſhall rot.” This is ſuch an ill-natured, en- 
vious and malignant world, —that it is an extremely rare 


ching, for an eminently faithful and uſeful man, to be 
Vaillc 


N 
valued according to his worth,—nay, or to eſcape ob- 
| loquy and reproach ; while he is alive, But readily 
i providence may order matters ſo, that he ſhall be highly 
Jeſteemed, when he is gone. Perhaps even his ene- 
ies ſhall be obliged to reverence his memory. The 
world ſhall at leaft know the value of him, by the 
ant of him. —It is commonly faid, That the judicious 
Durham was but little valued in his life-time ; but his 
memory is precious now,—and will be fo, while the 
agli language laſts, in the efteem of all who are 
Ipleſled with a capacity and opportunity to read his va- 
Iluable worbs. | 
| (2.) While the good works of thoſe that die in the 
Word are here ſaid to follow them; this manifeitly 
ves Noppoſes, That they do not go before them,—as the 
law beround of their acquuttance before God, or admiſſion 
the No the New Jerufalem. Ir is through their dying m 
ime be Lord, in a ſtate of union to him, as the fulfilling 
nce, Need of the new covenant, —that they are bletled in 
vith beir death. This*laſt favour, as much as the firſt, 
rlds NMepends intirely on ſovereign and free grace, venting 
the trough the propitiation of Chriſt's blood. Even after 
{ball Ne u molt eminently holy life, heaven is as much of 
1 the eee, as regeneration. Remarkable to this purpoſe 
Rev. vii. 14, 15. Theſe are they who came out 
orks of great tribulation, and have wafhed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb: 
ily Therefore are they before the throne of God.” 
JI be WP! of them were endowed with the ſpirit of holi- 
cked ils; many of them had been diſtinguithed for good 
—but erks; and ſome of them had died martyrs for the 
s are {WiWiimony of Jeſus. But were any of theſe, or all 
their WW them, the ground of their admiſſion to the manſions 
pro- everlaſting bliſs? Nay, they had to waſh their 
rity. es, their performances as well as their perſons in 
e me- e blood of the Lamb: And it was only as waſhed 
{the made white in his blood, that they were adiniſſible 
„en- admitted into the Divine preſence. 
rare Met Papiſts and other legaliſts (for all legaliſts are but 
o be its at bottom, or at leaſt are in imminent danger of 
aud ung Papiſts, on a proper temptation being laid in 
| their 
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their way; let ſuch, I fay), truſt in and boaſt of the, 
[pretended] good works, as they: will; genuine Chri. 
ſtians, thoſe that really and only do good works 
neither boaſt of them, nor truſt in them. „ If ! juſt. 


fy myſelf, (ſays Jab), mine own mouth ſhall condenm 


„ Care 


*& me: if I ſay, I am perfect, it ſhall alſo prove me per. 


% verle, Though I were perfect, yet would I not knoy 
my foul : I would deſpiſe my life.” Job. ix. 20, 2 
Though they cannot but do good works,— as having 
the law of God written on their hearts, which Power. 
fully but ſweetly conſtrains them to pay all regard eu 
the law of God written in their Bibles ; they canng 
plead them as the ground of their acceſs to God's thront 
of grace now, far leſs will they dare to plead them 
his throne of judgment hereafter. 
Take the man after God's own heart for an example, 

% Enter not, (ſays he) into judgment with thy ſervant 
66 for in thy ſight ſhall no man living be juſtified.” Pf 
cxliii. 2. As for me, I will come into thy houſe i 
„% the multitude of thy mercy : and in thy fear will! 
« worſhip toward thy holy temple.” Pfal. v. 7. The 
know. their title to bleſledneſs now and hereaſter de. 
pends entirely on the everlaſting righteouſneſs of the 
Surety z and proportionably to the aiſtinctnels and 
our of their faith, — they know, that their title to al 
bleſſedneſs on this immoveable ground is ay ſure and af 
the ſame. © Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge d 
« God's clet? It is God that juſtifieth: who 6! 
« that condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died, yea rache 
& that is riſen again, who is even at the right bande 
% God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us.“ Rom, vu 
. a 3 
[3-] Theſe words, however, plainly imply, That h 
good works of thole who die in the Lord are ade 
as evidences of their title on the ſure ground jutt 10 
mentioned. Good works in all that are capable 
them, and genuine holineſs in all, - characteriti the pt 
ſons who are admiſſible into the New Jerutalem ; “ 
cauſe they characterize the perſons who are really 0 
veſted with the law-magnifying righteouſnets 0! el 


all fuch, and none but ſuch, being capable © f 
WC! 
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their works, or made partakers of the ſpirit of holineſs: 
Chr. « They that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God.“ 
dart « Tf any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none 
1uſh, I; of his.“ Rom. viii. 8, 9. Hee Tir. 11. 11.14. 
„dem So if the queſtion be, Who have a title to the hea- 


venly inheritance? The anſwer is, Thoſe who are in 
E Chriſt, united to his perſon, and clothed with his righ- 
teouſneſs. And if the queſtion be, How ſhall ſuch prove 


e per. 
Know 


0, 21, 

. | their title? The anſwer is, By good works, or genuine 
power. BY holineſs. This is the fame thing that is commonly ſaid, 
Yard n That our juſtification is evidenced by our ſanctification: 
cannee And it is the fame thing that is faid in Rev. xxii. 14. 
thro». WR + Bleſſed are they that do his commandments, that they 


« may have right to the tree of lite, and may enter in 
« through the gates into the city.“ —— The right 
there ſpoken of, not being a right acquired, but a right 
manifeſted. In a word, the repreſentation which our 
Lord gives of the procedure of the great day, 1s the 
plaineſt illuſtration hereof. He'll pronounce his bleſſed 
T will] ſentence on all the righteous; © Come, ye bleſſed of 
TW © my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world: As if he had faid, 


nem 2f 


ample, 
-rVant: 
* Pſal. 


Oule it 


ter de. 

of the I know.you are intitled to it; For I was an hungred, 
and v. A and ye gave me meat, Sc.“ Mat. e. 34,.— 40. 
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REV. xiv. 13. 

And I heard a voice from heaven, ſaying unto me, write, 
Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord, from hence. 
forth yea, ſuith the Spirit, that they may ref! from 
their labours, and their works do follow them. 


SERMON IV. 


7E will all, in a very few years, be either in heaven 
or hell. The beſom of death will ſoon ſweep 


us, as eaſily as a few motes on the floor, off the face of 
this 
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this earth; into a world of the utmoſt extremity gf = 
weal or woe. There is nothing more certain, ch b 
death; and there is nothing more uncertain, than lifs wor! 
Tt is faid, when one was aſked, Whether the living * 8 
the dead were more? he returned this anſwer, Von then 


muſt firſt tell me, in which number I muſt place ſcamen. 
hereby intimating, that there was bur very little be. 
tween them and death. But juſt ſuch is the ſituation 
of us all. If we be not dead, we can ſcarce be ſaid tg 
be alive, while we have not the aſſurance of another 
moment. We hang contmually over the bottomleſs a. 
byſs of eternity, by the brittle thread of life; which 
continual obſervation might tell us, the ſlighteſt == 
dent may break ere ever we are aware. But what 
an alarming call is this, to dihgence in the improvement 
of our goſpel-privileges! We have yet an opportunity 
of getting into Chriſt the Lord, though we cannot tell 
how ſhort it may be. And all bleſſedneſs or miſery de. 
pends on being in him, or not,—as in the text now a. 
gain read. 

After what has been ſaid, on former occaſions; we 
may now ſee, | 

r. The truth of Solomon's maxim, Ecclef. vii. 1, 
« The day of death is better than the day of one's 
&« birth.” It is not ſo, indeed, as to all. Nor is it ne. 
ceſſary to the truth of a proverb, that it hold true in 
all, but only in many, caſes. It cannot be ſo, as to 
thoſe who die out of Chriſt, The day of their death 
is fo far from being better than the day of their birth, 
—that it is only the beginning of their ſorrows, even of 
everlaſting ſorrows. As our Lord ſays of the traitor, 
it had been good far them, if they had not been born. 
Having no intereſt in the alone remedy for fin, they 
muſt die in their fins; which is to be curſed and miſer- 
able for ever. But it is fa, as to all that die in 
Chriſt. The day of their birth is the day of their en- 
trance into a world of fin and ſorrow, of vanity and de- 
ceit, of uncertainty and woe ; wherein the end of one 
ſnare and trial is readily but the beginning of others ; 
aud wherein they are very commonly as a veſſel _ 

with 


„ 

vith wind and wave, and every moment in hazard of 
ſhipwreck. What comforts they do enjoy, that are 
worth the ſpeaking of, are all derived from the belie- 
ring proſpect of dying in the Lord. But the day of 
their death is the day of the end of all their trials and 
toſſings, of all woe and want, of all inning and ſuffer- 
ng. It is the day of their going home to tne kingdom 
of God, in which righteouſneſs and peace and joy iu the 
Holy Ghoſt reign through everlaiting ages. In one 
word, the day of their birth is the day of their begin- 
ing to die; the day of their death is the day of their 
beginning to live. 

2. That death is not fo frightful, as it is commonly 
rehended to be. It is impothble indeed to deſcribe 


. frightfulneſs of dying out of Chriſt; but it is as in4- 
5 oſſible to conceive the bleſſedneſs of dying in Him. 


To die out of Chriſt,—is to be haled by the execution- 
rs of God's juſtice, the devil and his angels, in chains 
r under all the guilt and power of ſin, to the priſon of 
ell; to he there till the judgment of the great day. 
To die in the Lord,—is to be carried by the bleſſed an- 
gels, thoſe friends of Chriſt and of all that are in him,— 
ome to the better country, that ts, the heavenly. When 
I liner is lying on his death-bed, there are, I may ſay, 
ultitudes of evil ſpirits, thoſe helliſh friends, hovering, 
þ it were, about his houſe and bed,— as ever the ra- 
eas croaked about the dead carrion ; ready and greedy 
devour their prey, and carry him away to the priſon 
| darkneſs with themſelves. When a faint is lying on 


8 5 death- bed, there are in like manner multitudes of 
86 od angels, thoſe miniſtering ſpirits, faithfully waiting 
=, Pout his houſe and bed; ready and longing to carry 
oy Wn as on eagles wings to Abraham's boſom. Death 


che ſinner is juſt his having his eyes thut on all friends 
þ all enjoyments, and /ifting them up in hell, being in 
ments, Death to the ſaint is nothing worle or:nore 
Pu his cloſing his eyes on an evil world, and opening 
em in exeradl glory; or turning away his eyes trom 
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aſſures us, we need not be afraid to venture along it 


(00.3 
pany of angels and to the ſpirits of juſt men made per 
fect; — nay, and to God and the Lamb. 

Moſes calls this life a Sleep, Pſal. xc. 5. The ſinner 
ſleeps on in ſecurity, and pleaſes himſelf with many gol. 
den dreams of happineſs in this world and the next; 
and never awakens, till he die, and find all his dreams 


man dreameth, and behold, he eateth; but he awaketh 
and his foul is empty e or as when a thirſty man dream. 
eth, and behold he drinketh ; but be awaketh, and behl1 
be ic faint, and his ſoul hath appetite, Lhe {aint is mer. 
cifully awakened, it is true; yet is he but, as it were, 
half awakened, —and ſo is often diſturbed with frightfal 
and terr fying dreams, dreary apprehenſions of Goch 
anger in this world and the next: But in death he i 
thoroughly awakened ; and on awakening, he lees al 
thoſe dreary apprehenſions to have been groundle( 


and inſtead of finding himſelf encompaſſed about vi 
{ore diſtreſſes or diltreſſed friends, he perceives himſel © 
all well, in the preſence of God hey the Lamb, and en. 1 
circled about with an innumerable multitude of the hea. 
venly hoſt, ; 

There is a word in Gal. iii. 10.“ Curſed is even ‚ 
« one that continueth not in all things which are writ 8 
« ten in the book of the law to do them,” that h 1 
the death of all finners. Divine patience, long . 1 
by them, gives way to the exerciſe of incenſed juſtie 5 
ſo the curſe of the law falls on them, and bruiſes them f 
to death. There is a word in John xvit. 24. © Fate in 
« I will that they alſo whom thou halt given me a 


« with me where I am; that they may behold ny 

glory,” — that is the death of all ſaints, Such | 
Chriſt's love for them, that he can want them no longer 
and therefore ſends for them home. 

Death is like a black and dreary river between tl 
world and the next. But our Lord Jeſus, in his pat 
through it, built a ſafe and ſure bridge over it. |! 
bridge i is his own everlaſting righteouſneſs. God beit 
the moſt ample teſtimony to the ſufficiency of it. i 
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bride 


i 
ridge into the eternal world. © Thus ſaith the Lord 


per- a God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, a ſtone, 

« a tried ſtone, a precious corner-ſtone, a ſure founda- 
nner „ tion Iſa. xxviii. 16. Nevertheleſs, multitudes, 
ol. through ignorance of God and themſelves, think it far 
* ſafer to truſt to a bridge of their own building, their 
"I own good doings and good exerciſes ; and truſting to 
17 theſe, inſtead of the bridge of God's laying, they plunge 


over head and ears, and never know where they are, 


W till they find themſelves in the lake which burneth with 
vebal fre and brimſtone. But all thoſe in whoſe conſciences 
mer. and hearts it hath pleaſed God to reveal Chriſt, as Je- 
vere, hovah our righteouſneſs, —truſting wholly and only to 
gf the bridge of his everlaſting righteouſneſs, on the cre- 
Goch; dit of the divine teſtimony concerning it, —find a ſafe 
he aud ſure paſſage along the fame, into aer land. 
es al Death, it is true, is a thing we are utterly unacquaint- 
1; ea with. We know what affliction of various ſorts is; 
t and we know what a recovery out of afflidtion is. Yet 
mie one of us know what it is to die. And none of our 
adden. friends or acquaintance who have departed this life, 
© Ned. come again to tell us what it is. But our Lord Jeſus, our 
moſt ſympathizing and faithful friend, really went thro? 
even death, and as really returned again. And he gives us a 
- "IF true, but far from being a frightful deſcription, of it. 
mat n He tells us, though it was originally a devouring foe, it 
babe is vanquiſhed ; chat though it had a killing ſting, he has 
_ plucked it out; that though it was againſt us, it is now 
eu for us, —even among the good things, in the Chriſtian's 
Father inventory. All things are yours, — Whether life or 
me bag death.” 1 Cor. iii. 21, 23. | 
Id my 3. That there is no reaſon why Chriſtians ſhould be 
5101 ly impatient, fretful or diſcontented.—under preſent toils, 
longe! | loſſes and croſſes. They will all be preſently termina- 
| ted in everlaſting reſt and bleſſedneſs. What though 
2en n they be in the mean time hard to bear; the bleſſed. 
pal neſs to follow them, will be a ſuperabundant counter- 
ST balance to them all, and make them all be eternally for- 
beat gotten. The very firſt draught of the water of life 
— will make them forget their poverty, and remember 
QINg Ws ; their 
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their miſery no more. What though they have |; 
wait long for the promiſed deliverance and bleſſedneſz 
—under hardſhips which to a blind world appear inſup. 
portable; and without much experience of the begin 
accompliſhment of the promiſe, to ſupport and encou. 
rage their hearts under them ;—the bleſſedneſs laid u 
for them in the covenant of promiſe, is well worth the 
Waiting for, even under manifold preſſures and diſcoy. 
ragements z eſpecially, as it is inſured to them, beyond 
the poſſibility of their coming ſhort of it. © Bleſſeq 
et are the dead who die in the Lord, from henceforth. 
« yea, ſaith the Spirit,” A trifle, an uncertain trifle, 
is not worth the waiting for; but all poſſible bleſſed. 
neſs, and that inviolably ſecured too, is infinitely wel 
worth all our patience. | 

Nay, what though the road ſhould become more and 
more dreary,—and the laſt ſtage of it, a paſting through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, be the moſt dreery 
of all ;—one does not grudge to travel even a tedions 
and uncouth road, for the ſake of what will be of ſtead 
to him all his life-long ; and ſhall Chriſtians grudge tg 
travel through all difficulties, hazards and deaths, 
when every ſiep they advance, and every difficulty they 
ger WO: is as much progreſs made towards their 

cavenly Father's houſe. 

Let Chriſtians comfort themſelves and one another, 
with the aſſured proſpect of an happy outgate from all 
tribulations ; and the full and everlaſting enjoyment of 
God and the Lamb. Ler carnal a Who can 
ſee no farther than time and time's things, pleaſe them. 
ſelves with the deeeitful promiſes of the world, as !! 
they could at laſt be of ſome ſteady comfort to them. 
This is the way in which carnal and unbelieving folks 
ſupport themſelves under their troubles. If it be il! 
{th them now, they look fondly forward to the time 
when they hope it will be well with them. As they 
loſe one worldly comfort, they eagerly graſp (if they 
can) at another; like a man plunging through a mite, 
without finding ſure ground whereon to ſtand. And 
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to thus their life is at heſt one continued round of ground, 
ſs, eſs hopes, and cutting diſappointments, _ 
up. But let not Chriſtians imitate them herein. Such a 
Mn comfortleſs way of dragging through life is certainly not 
Ou. to be envied. In oppoſition hereunto, let Chriſtians 
up ;ecminate all their proſpects on the world to-come. Let 
the them place none of their happineſs in this world, and 
ou. theu they will not have che mortification of being de- 
ond ceived by it. But let them aſſure themſelves of all 
ſed bleſſedneſs in the other and better world, And let 
th, their hopes riſe ever ſo, they ſhall never be aſhamed of 
vie, them, © For the needy ſhall not always be forgotten: 
led. « the expectation of the poor ſhall not periſh forever.“ 
web Pal. ix. 18. 

In this manner Moſes fought his way through all dif- 
and kculties z he endured as ſecing him who is inviſible. Heb. 
ugh | xi, 27. Nay, in this way, the Apoſtle tells us, all Chri. 


cen mans may and do get comfortably through : © For 


lions « which cauſe we faint not; but though our outward, 
ſtead « man periſh, yet the inward man is renewed day by 
ze to « day : For our light affliction, which is but for a 
15.— 


« moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory: While we look not at the 
| © things Nan. are ſeen, but at the things which are 
% not ſeen ; for the things which are ſeen are tempo- 
« ral, but the things which are not {een are eternal.“ 
We way further ſee, 

4. Whence and how it is, that the ſaints ſometimes 


they 
their 


ther, 
m all 
nt of 


cn Whcren long to depart. They cannot help ſhrinking at 
hems death, —as being a diſſolution of nature; à leaving of 
„me dear body for being laid in the gloomy manſions of 
* the dead, and being there eaten up of worms, —and a 

* hunching out into the bottomleſs and ſhoreleſs ocean of 
ve "* Whetcrnity. They are fleſh and blood, as well as their un- 
ere believing neighbours. Even the human nature of our 
ok Lord ſhrunk at it, though he was infumtely 2 to 
K ee. But they are ured of a ſinful and troubleſome 
ra world z they are burdened with a body of fin and death; 


Pad they long for that bleſſedneſs of which they have in 
ue mean time ſome taſte, They have ſuch a deſire to 
| be 


! 
Ta 


„ 
be with Chriſt, as makes them willing to depart, ang 
venture through the dreary and darkſome vale, « Por 
« we that are in this tabernacle do proan, being bur. 
4% qdened : not for that we would be unclothed, hut 
« clothed upon, that mortality might be ſwallowed up 
« of life.” 2 Cor. v. 4. It is with them as it is with; 
one who has a dark and gloomy river betwixt him and 
home : He ſhudders at the thoughts of entering into 
the deep waters; yet ſuch is his deſire to be home, ax 
makes him willing to venture through the ſame. 

5. That there is no reaſon why Chriſtians ſhould for. 
row above meaſure for their dying or deceaſed godly 
relations. They reſt from their labours, and their wry; 
do follow them. They are better with the Lord, than 
with us; inconceivably more happy in the bliſsful vii. 
on and full fruition of God and the Lamb,—than in thi; 
vain, deceitful and enſnaring world. The day of thei; 
death was their beſt day, —unſpeakably better thay the 
day of their birth, or of their greateſt proſperity. Why 
ſhould we grudge, that the almoſt ſhipwrecked veſſe n 
got ſafely into the harbour, never more to be t-{[ed by 
wind or wave. Let us nut envy them the happineſs of 
getting home to the kingdom of God before us, but 
make all haſte to follow them. See Heb. vi. 11, 12. We 
muſt drop a tear as a tribute due to their precious me. 
mory ; but we may at the fame time relieve ourſelves 
with the plealing hopes of a ſpeedy meeting with them, 
in far greater joy than our parting was ſorrowful.— 
Ler Papiſts who ignorantly dream, that their deceaſed 
friends are thrown into purgatory, or no one knows 
where, ſorrow even to diſtraction, —as well they may, 
But let not Chriſtians ſorrow as thoſe that have no 
hope. h 

6. Good reaſon why we ſhould be thankful, and «. 
bound in thankfulneſs to kind providence,—for the in. 
eſtimable privileges which we enjoy, and the comſor- 
table proſpe&t which they open into the world tc- 
come; I mean, our plorious privileges as Proteltants 
While Popery, as you heard, opens ſach a frightfu 
and horrible proſpect, as may well make both the ez: 
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of every one that heareth it to tingle; Proteſtantiſm 
opens the divine cordial of the holy a" og 
hence draws ſuch relieving ſupports in lite and death, 
as may make the hearts of all to rejoice. Proteſtan- 
film ſets forth before all, ſaints and ſinners, the curſed 
leath of the Lord Chriſt, —as the ſure ground of faith 
and hope, peace and comfort, in life and death ; and 
of everlaſting bleſſedneſs when time and time's things 
fall be no more. Thus our all for time and eternity 
is wrapt up in it. 

Therefore let us never forget God's bringing us 
out of Antichriſfian Babylon, which ſpiritually is called 
Sodom and Egypt, —with a mighty hand and outſtretch- 
ed arm, Let us never forget his hitherto maintain- 
ing us in the poſſeſſion of our Proteſtant privileges, 
in ſpite of all the efforts of hell and Rome to deprive 
us of them,—nay, and notwithſtanding the indiffer- 
ency of multitudes about ſome of the moſt valuable 
parts of them. Let us always remember the good ſe- 
curity which he has given by his gracious promiſe, that, 
come what will, we ſhall not be totally and finally de- 
nuded of them. And ler us evidence our pratitude, 
by laying out ourſelves, in all the ways that providence 
opens before us, for the.maintenance and defence of 
them; particularly, by giving all diligence to improve 
them. A people who improved their ſpiritual privi- 
leges, never were deprived of them ; and never ſhall. 

7. Good, reaſon why Chriſtians ſhould be diligent in 
doing good works, and in abounding in them. This is 
a good preparative for dying; and, as juſt now hinted, 
the appointed method, for ſecuring the continued poſ- 
ſeſſion of our privileges. And we have the higheſt 
encouragement to be /fedfaſ? and immoveable, always a- 
bounaing in the work of the Lord. Why, the inherit- 


ance is ſure; inſured by the death of the Surety, Iſa. 
Ini. 11.—inſured, by the promiſe of God in him, 1 John 
Ii. 25. We have only to run to the poſſeſſion of it. 
So run, that ye may obtain.” 1 Cor. ix. 24. And 
who would not run for ſuch a glorious prize, upon 
luch a ſure venture; or rather no venture at all, but 


the 
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the higheſt aſſurance. Let us run with patie 
« the race that is ſet before us, Looking unto Tet 
te the author and finiſher of our faith; who, for he 
© joy that was ſet before him, endured the croſs, iy 


3 | * ſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſet down at the right hand 

=! | «© of the throne of God,” whither as the Forerunner 

* 0 he 4s entered for us. Heb. Xii. 1, 2. 

ö ö Again, all the toils of a preſent world, and all de 
I toils attending the performance of duty in our prefer; 

1 infirm ſtate, will ſoon be at an end. Even theſp 
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very toils have in the mean time their advantages, thei 
ineſtimable advantages ; they are turned into bleſſings, 
A; So wonderful is the diſpenſations of grace,— that they 
1 0 are made ſubſervient unto our ſanctification; or, which 
. is the ſame thing, to our progreſs in that very courſe 
„ of holineſs which they would Ae fitted only to in. 
E They are God's furnace for purifying aud 
anctifying us, Zech. xiii. alt, And grant them to be 

very troubleſome bleſſings, —Chriſtians will ſoon be z. 
bove the neceſſity of them; being ſoon to arrive 2 
the ſtature of perfect men in Chriſt, able to ſerve Co 
day and night, without ever wearying, or needing any 
other refreſhment than what lies in their work. 

Moreover, a going on to fight the good fight, and 
to finiſh our courſe, —is not indeed our charter to the 
heavenly inheritance 5 but it is our evidence for it: 
And who would not wiſh, not merely to have a pood 
charter, but to be ſure about it, and to have all hi; 
doubts and ſcruples about it reſolved and cleared? Ve. 
rily, when once it comes to the trial on a death-bed, 
the moſt diligent of us all will be heartily forry that ve 
have not been more ſo. We deſire, therefore, thi 
every one of you do ſhew the ſame diligence, to the full 
aſſurance of hope unto the end ; that ye be not floth/ul, bu 
followers of them who through faith and patience in. 
herit the promiſes. Heb. vi. 11, 12. 

We ſhall now conclude in a particular proſecution of 
this advice. 

(1.) We exhort you to the lively exerciſe of grace, 
of all grace. How came Popery into the world? Hos 
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ame people, endowed with the exerciſe of reafon and 


ience Hefſed with any knowledge of the Scriptures, to ſwal- 
Jeſu oy Antichriſtianiſm, — with it's innumerable monſtrous 
r the abſurdities, foppifh ſuperſtitions, and unnatural idola- 
„ de. ties“? When people had loſt experience of the power 
hand of godlineſs, retaining only the empty form, of it, — 
— they became a ready prey to all the deceits of Satan. 
1 And Popery is eminently a work of Satan. In the days 
the that Popery ſtole in upon the Church, it did not fait 
* heir intereſt or credit, to caſt off the profeſſion of 
e 


e curiſtianity. But having loſt all tafte for genuine Chri- 
1. ſanity, they became eaſily contented with the ſhadow. 
Ns, 


Being ignorant of that ſolid ſatisfaction, which is to be 
| they Y in communion with God, in the ordinances of 
wich this inſtitution z they became of courſe fond of fuch 
cure a ſightly and pompous worthip, as might give {ome 
o in. light to their fancies. They thus became not only 
A Wiſpoſed to receive the ſuperſtitions impoſed on them, 


Put greedy of more. And God, as a righteous judy - 
ent on them, gave them up to the luſts of their own 
Pearts. This is the account which the Apoſtle gives of 
he matter, 2 Theſfl. ii. 10,—12. 

$ This might be a loud alarm to the preſent goſpel- 
jeſpiſing and indifferent generation. They are wofully 


be 2- 
Ve 1 
e God 
g any 


" ,p, dreadfully drenched in the epidemic diltemper, 
4 o cho do not obſerve, That this generation, notwith- 
** Winding the clear light of the gofpel, and many laud- 


Pole improvements in knowledge, —are, to a very great 
Pegree, ſunk in ſecurity and ſtupidity as to all ſpiritual 
Woncerns, This makes them a ready prey to all de- 
Weivers z and however little they think it, —even to the 
Wonltrouſly incredible doctrines and ſtupidly fooliſh 
Woperſtitions and abominations of Popery. Should any 
Wody even them to be Papiſts; they would readily re- 
Wy, diſdainfully reply, with Hazael to the prophet, 
Fat“ is thy ſervant a dog that he ſhould th this great 
Wing? Yet as Hazacl came to be ſuch a dig as to do 
bat he thus profeſſed to abhor ; ſo would they, if 
Wit to themſelves, and had a proper temptation laid 
A | before 
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trial or not, you muſt all meet with death in a ſhort 


e 


before them. So that were it not for tlie prophe,, 
of Scripture—ſecuring the Church againſt au abſolute 
inundation of Popery,-we might, for any thing to be 
feen about this generation to guard them againſt | 
have reaſon to fear another reign of The man of Sin, ; 

But though the Scriptures abſolutely ſecure the Church 
againſt this; we do not know but he may come in 
like a flood, to an almoſt undoing of the Churches fu 
a time. Matters are not far from foreboding ſuch 
thing, at leaſt in theſe lands; while the generation 
by more and more loſing all ſenſe of genuine relipion 
are wofully prediſpoſed to it. As ever therefor. 
you would prevent ſuch a ſtroke, or be prepared for 
ſuſtaiung it; make ſure work of awakening ont of 
fleep, of girding on your armour, and of ſtanding on 
your watch-tower. Put on the whole armour of G11, 
that ye may be able to ſtand. 

Again, conſider, that whether this may be you 


time. There is no diſcharge in that war. The moſt 
diligent, lively and aſſured Chriſtians will have enough 
to do, under the agonies of death, to ſupport them. 
ſelves againſt the diſponding fears of their own hearts 
—and the furious attacks which Satan (coming down 
with great wrath—becauſe he knows his time is ſhun) 
may readily make on them in that trying hour; not to 
mention that it muſt require the lively and vigorous 
exercile of grace, to enable them to bear a honour. 
able teſtimony to the truths and good ways of the Lord, 
on that important occaſion, What then muſt become 
of thoſe who are {lumbering and fleeping, when the 
midnight-alarm is given! 

(2.) Particularly, ſtudy the aſſured exerciſe of faith 
Antichriſt's general and doubtſame faith is expreſſiy ab. 
jured in the National Covenant of Scotland. It is the 
fixed doctrine of Popery, —that there is no ground 1 
the Scriptures, for the aſſured faith of ſalvation. And 
they had a great intereſt to ſerve, by denying |. 
Should the ſure ground which lies in the Covenant d 


promiſe, for the aſſurance of faith, be allowed and : 
: gate 
cuſcad j 


Neciez 
ſolute 
tO de 
lt it 
in. 
nurch 
ne in 
es for 
ch 1 
ation, 
igion, 
reſore 
d for 
ut of 
Ng on 
ud 
} 
your 
ſhort 
moſt 
nough 
them. 
earts, 
down 
ſhort) 
10t t9 
LOTOU 
2NOUr- 
Lord, 
econ? 
en the 


faith, 
ſſly ab. 
t 1s the 
und m 

And 
ing k. 


lant o 
mau min- 
Veated, 


bell. 


16 

culcated, —it would at once ſpoil their market for par- 
lens, indulgences, prieſts praying ſouls out of purgatory, 
and the like. Our glorious reformers, Luther, Calvin, 
and all of them to a man, were reſolute champions for 
the aſſurance of faith; and by, boldly and ſteadily 


preaching and urging this comfortable doctrine, they 


made the walls of the Antichriſtian Babylon to tatter 
from the very foundation, and utterly finiſhed the 
Pope's market, through nd inconſiderable part of Chri- 
ſtendom. This frets and enrages him to this day, as 
you read in Rev. xvii. 11,— 19. God grant! that 
he may never find an opportunity for. opening his mar- 


| kets again, through the doctrine of aſſurance of faith fal- 


ling into diſuſe and diſcredit in the Proteſtant Churches, 

The truth is, when once perſons are awakened to 
ſee themſelves to be the very individuals whom the 
law curſes and condemns ; they will not be. eaſy, it 
is impoflible they can be eaſy, - without getting a fight 
of the promiſe of all ſalvation, as what is ſpoken to 
them as ſpecially and cloſely as ever the threatenings 
of the law were. And bleſled be God! this is to be 
ſeen. The promiſe is to us ſinners, Acts ii. 39. 1 John 
v. 11. And the promiſe of God in Chriſt muſt un- 
doubtedly lay a ſure foundation, even for the full aſ- 
ſurance of faith. Heb. x. 16,—22. Acts xv. 11. There 
is thus a ſtable foundation for the aſſured faith of all 
ſalvation, — not in our own faith or exerciſe, but in the 
promiſe of God who cannot lie. Here is firm ground 
whereon to ſtand againſt all the wiles or cruelties of 
Popery z nay, even in the hour of death. See Pal, 
Xxiii. 4. While nothing can be more comfortleſs, than 
the doctrine which implies, — hat notwithſtanding all 
the exceeding great and precious promiſes of the go- 
ſpel, and our diligence in faith and holineſs; we muſt 


| nevertheleſs be in a ſtate of uncertainty, even in the 


hour of death, —whether we be going to heaven or 


(3.) Endeavour to abound in all the fruits of faith, 

* Add to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, know- 
edge; and to knowledge, temperance z and to tem- 
„ perance 


_ 


11 


perance, patience ; and to patience, godlineſs; and 
% to godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs ; and to brotherly 
* kindneſs, charity :—Brethren, give diligence to make 
your calling and election ſure: for if ye do theſe 
* things, ye ſhall never fall: For fo an entrance 
** ſhall be miniſtred unto you abundantly, into the ever. 
& laſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
« Chriſt,” 2 Pet. i. 5, 6, 7, 10, 11. It is no won. 
der though Papiſts, Who have the holy Scriptures lock. 
ed up from them, and who are taught that a well. 

ounded certainty of ſalvation is not to be attained to 
in this life; it is really no wonder, I fay, though ſuch 
be very negligent in all ſubſtantial duties, —nay, grie. 
voully drenched in all prophaneneſs. They have no 
excitements to holineſs, but what are terrifying ; no- 
thing but a horrible uncertainty, which is fitted to dif. 
courage all endeavours, and muſt effectually ſtifle all 
child-like obedience. But let Chriſtians, who have all 
poſſible encouragements ſet before them, —particularly, 
the ſure gound of the hope of eternal life; let ſuch, 
ſay, diſtinguiſh themſelves as lights in the world, pro, 
portivnably to the eminency of their privileges. They 
were wont to do ſo. And in their mouth was found n 
guile - for they are without fault before the throne of Cod, 
—as we read of them, in the 5th verſe of this chap. 
ter. 

(4.) Endeavour a ſteady and reſolute adherence to 
the Reformation Standard; not merely to the profeſ. 
ſion of Proteſtantiſm in general, but to thoſe precious 
truths which were avouched by that bleſſed company 
of witneſſes, who, at the beginning of the Reforma- 
tion, appeared with the Lamb on mount Zion, having 
his Father's name written on their foreheads. There 
is a woful decline of zeal for theſe glarious truths, 
through the Proteſtant churches at this day, —as well 
as for an united, ſteady and open avouchment of them; 
not to mention manifold grievous perverſions of them, 
But this is a loud call to all who would approve them- 
ſelves to God, to their own conſciences and to the 


churches, as genuine and hearty Proteſtants, — to cleave 
| to 
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o them with full purpoſe of heart, and not to be 
aſhamed of avouching their doing it. 

There are, particularly the few following Proteſtant 
doctrines, which we would have you ſteadily to avow. 

In the fir/# place, and above all, avow the Prote- 
ſtant doctrine, That the true and genuine faith of the 
holy Scriptures 1s founded, not on the teſtimony of the 
Church, but the teſtimony of the Spirit of all truth 
ſpeaking in them : And conſequently, not on any ſuch 
extrinſic arguments as may be produced for the authen- 
ticity of the Scriptures, as written by thoſe men whoſe 
names the books of Scripture do reſpectively bear; 


| but on that intrinſic light, power, authority, wiſdom, 
| coodneſs and majeſty which ſhine in them, - and mani- 
| feſt them to be indeed the oracles of the living God. 
Any other faith is but human; as /fanding, not in the 
prever of God, but the wiſdom of men. 1 Cor. ii. 5. 


Avow the doctrine of man's original depravity, or 


| incapacity, without regenerating grace, to do what is 
| ſpiritually good; or to prepare himſelf for it. The 


| doctrine of Free-will, or capacity to do what is really 


good in God's ſight, —is almoſt equally held by Pela- 
Evians, Papiſts, Socinians and Arminians ; but was de- 
teſted by all Proteſtants at the Reformation. They 
that are in the fleſh, cannot pleaſe Cod. Rom. viii. 8. 


| Avow the doctrine of the ſpirituality and perfedtion 
bot God's law; as requiring abſolutely perfect obedience, 
In thought, word and deed. The Papiſts, like the 
Scribes and Phariſees of old, narrowed the law of God, 
' n their explications of it,—to ſuch a degree, as to 
Wog it; by denying concupiſcence, and a variety of ſuch 
Wings, to be any breaches of it. And alas! there 


e many ſuch Papiſts to be found among profeſſed 
Froteſtants at this day. But it is not at the bar of 
Weir explications, but of the law of the Moſt High it- 
I, that we muſt ſtand or fall at the great day. And 
WW lv of the Lord is perfect. I have ſeen an end of all 
dio, ſays David: but thy commandment is exceed- 
We road. Think not, ſays the churches Lawgiver, that 
Y a 2 


. people at leaſt ſome ſhadow for the hope of fulfil. 
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come to deſtroy, but to fulfil. Pſal. xix. 7. cxix. 96. 
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1 am come to deſtroy the law or the prophets + I am nnr 


Mat. v. 17. | 

Avow the doctrine of juſtification, through faith 3. 
lone in the ſurety-righteouſneſs of Immanuel, as the 
whole ground of it, — without the works of the law 
bearing any part whatever in the matter. This is uni. 
verſally known to have been a famous doctrine with al! 
Proteſtants at the Reformation. The dotrine of ju. 
ſtification by works, as rendered meritorious of that in. 
eſtimable privilege by the merits of Chriſt, or as co. 
operating with the righteouſneſs of Jeſus in the matter, 
—is doubtleſs a Popith doctrine, however much it be in 
vogue at this day. But it is a moſt comfortlefs doctrine, 
and will be found to be fo by all who think ſeriouſly, 
when they come to die. It is impoſſible that any can 
ind a bottom whereon conſcience can without dread 
and terror reſt, in all their own doings, exerciſes, or at. 
tainments. Becauſe it is impoſſible that the conſcience 
can be ſo ſtupified, as to acquit him of guilt. See Rom, 
i. zelt. it. 14, 15. Nay, even upon their own ſcheme of 
faith, repentance and ſincere obedience, or whatever 
elſe the icheme be, it is impoſſible it can altogether ac. 
quit him. So long as conſcience is conſcience, it will, 
more or leſs, at times, challenge, accuſe and cor denn, 
— till it find reſt in what ſatisfies law and juſtice. 

Avow the doctrine of the appropriation or aſſurance. 
of faith, as grounded on the ſure foundation which Gd 
hath laid in Zion, as was juſt now explained. 

Avow the doctrine of the abſolute neceſſity of the 
ſpirit of faith and of all grace,—in oppoſition to the Po. 
piſh doctrine of men's preparing or prediſpoſing them. 
ſelves to the receiving of Chriſt or of his grace. * The 
cc carnal mind is enmity againſt God: for it is not ſub. 
« jet to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
Rom. viii. 7. 

Avow the doctrine of the abſolute neceſſity of per. 
fonal holineſs,— in oppoſition to the Popiſh figment d 
profiting by the good works of others. And there fhal 
in no wiſe enter into the New Jeruſalem any ON * 
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defileth, neither whatſoever worketh abomination, or ma- 
1th a lie; not even by the help of all the works of ſu- 


pererogation that were ever pretended to be performed, 


Rev. xxi. 27. Even the righteouſneſs of Immanuel does 
not ſave us, cannot ſave us,— without making us per- 
ſonally holy. How much leſs the works of worthleſs 
man ! 

Avow the doctrine of Chriſt's abſolute and unrivalled 


ſupremacy in his church. The Pope pretends to be 


Chriſt's vicar ; to have authority to diſpenſe with what 
he has injoined, and to injoin what he has left indiffer- 
ent. In oppoſition to this blaſphemous uſurpation, it is 
à fundamental article. of Proteſtantiſm, that Chriſt alone 
js the Lord of the conſcience ; in contradiction to all im- 
poſitions on it, whether by Pope or Potentate, parlia- 
ments or aſſemblies. ** The Lord is our Judge, the 
« Lord is our Lawgiver : the Lord is our King; he 
„will fave us.” Iſa. xxxii. 22. The Reformation was 
immediately and directly a reſcuing of conſcience from 
ſubjection to any, below the great God our Saviour. 
Avow the doctrine of the purity of diviae ordinances, 
as purged of the ſuperſtitions and idolatries of Antichriſt, 
What was called the Cathulic church, from the very 
days of Conſtantine, began to wander endleſsly in imagi- 
rations of their own about the worſhip of God ; as all 
will be ſure to do, who deviate from the lau and teſti- 
muny,—and are not finally determined in all matters of 
faith and worſhip too, by that unerring rule. They a- 
dopted multitudes of the Pagan ceremonies into their 
worſhip,—as if heatheniſm could have adorned Chriſti- 
anity. Their incenſe, their holy water, their lamps and 
candles in churches—in broad day-light, their ſaints days, 
their ĩmage- wor ſhip, their conſecration of churches, their 
white veſtments, with innumerable ochers, - were all bor. 
rowed from the Pagan ritual. Beſides, a churchman 
that was anywiſe eminent, or that fancied himſelf to be 
lo, imagined ſuch a mode or ceremony to be extremely 


decent 


* See a little valuable piece, intitled, Popery wnmnſked, being the 
fubſtance of Dr Mzddletor?s celebrated letter from Rome: .Whercin 
the reader will find full-CſatisfaRion in this matter, 


bim by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of 
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decent in the worſhip of God; and another thought 
another to be ſo, and ſo forth: till the pure and un. 
adulterated ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt could not be ſeen 
for the inſupportable Toad and confuſed baggage ( 
mens additions to them. So that as our Lord 2 of 
the ſcribes and Phariſees, They made the commandmey 
of God , none effect by their traditions. It is direct 
on this account, that Antichriſt is called the great uur: 
Vas having monſtrouſly departed from chaſtity to Chriſ, 
the alone Lord and Huſband of the Church. And who. 
ever witneſſes or reads of the Popiſh worſhip, may im. 
mediately obſerve written on the forehead of it, 
« MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
« MOTHER OF HARLOTS, AND ABOMINA. 
« TIONS OF THE EARTH.” In oppoſition here. 
unto, it is a primary article of Proteſtantiſm, That the 
Bible alone is the rule of our worfhip. So our glori 
ous Reformers, who caſt off the whorith rags of Baby. 
lon, purged the ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt of Popiſh ad. 
ditions, and ſet up the pure worſhip of God again in 
the church; (on this account, I ſay, they) are called 
virgins, who were not defiled with women, Rev. xiv. 4. 
Avow the doctrine of a ſteady, explicit and open 
avouchment of the truths and ſaws of Chriſt. This i; 
a famous Proteſtant principle. It is abundantly wel 
known, or at leaſt might be ſo; That all the Prote. 
ſtant churches, on their coming out of Babylon, openly 
and explicitly avouched their fach, in oppoſition to the 
innumerable errors and abominations of Rome. It is a 
Popiſh practice, to decline a public and expreſs avouch- 
ment of the truth. — any farther than may conſiſt with 
coples conveniency, intereſt or credit with the world, 
he Pope's vaſſals may take the mark of the beat, ei. 
ther in their right hand, or in their foreheads, Rev. vii. 
16. But Chriſt's ſubjects mult all have his Father's 
name written in their bea, Rev. xiv. 1. 
In one word, avow the doctrine of the duty of {utfer- 
ing for, rather than of denying, the truth. Thus it 1s 
ſaid of the ancient witneſſes, « And they overcame? 
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u their teſtimony ; and they loved not their lives unto 
the death.” Rev. xii. 11. If our religion be worth 


an. ay thing, it is worth every thing, even our lives. It 
ſeen, would be a bleſſed thing, even to die for the truth; on 
ge of \ compariſon with apoſtatiſing from it, even ſuppoſing 
ad of is could be attended with all proſperity in the world. 
ae it ſuch is the unnatural cruelty of the Romiſh dragon, 
red W..: abjuring Proteſtantiſm and receiving his mark, has 
whore, Pot even ved Proteſtants from the flames or more 
-hriſt rbarous uſages. So this great record might well be 
who. ritten by John in capital characters, BLESSED 
y in. AE THE DEAD WHICH DIE IN THE LORD, 
f it; ROM HENCEFORTH : YEA, SAITH THE 
THE emrr;, THAT: THEY MAY REST FROM 
INA. rum LABOURS, AND THEIR WORKS DO 
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NOTES referred to in the foregoing 
SERMONS. . 


Norte I. Page 41. 


The ſovereign Pontif, inſtead of deriving his ſucceſſon 
from Peter, (who, if ever he was at Rome, did not reſide 
there, at leaſt in any pomp or ſplendour), — may, with much 
better reaſon, ſtyle himſelf the ſucceſſor of the 1 00 
maximus, or chief Prieſt of old Rome; whoſe authority 
and dignity was the greateſt in the republic, —and who was 
looked upon as the arbiter or judge of all things, civil as wel 
as ſacred, human as well as divine: whole power, eſta. 
bliſhed almoſt with the foundation of the city, — was ay 
omen ( ſays Polydore Virgil) and ſure preſage of that pricſ. 
ly majeſty, by which Rome was once again to reign a; ui. 
verſally as it had done before by the force of its arms. I po- 
pery unmaſked, p. 49, 5o.] That he claims all power in 
ſpirituals, is confeſſed. That he graſps at no lels in tem- 
porals, is equally certain: while a great part of the hiſtory 
of Europe, for a thouſand years, is taken up in recounting 
his encroachments on the Civil juriſdiction of princes; and 
their ſtruggles to maintain their juſt rights againſt him, 


Nor II. Page 43. 


Dupin, a candid Popiſh hiſtorian, in his abridgement of 
the hiſtory of the /1xth century, ſays, © The biſhops were 
« yet choſen by the people: But the favour of princes 
% made thoſe to be elected who had neither learning, me- 
« rit nor capacity. In his abridgement of the hiſtory af 
the eighth century, he ſays, There was much ignorance 
* and lieentiouſneſs among the biſhops and clergy : but tlie 
«« princes laboured earneſtly to reform the clergy and tie 
« church. Superſtition and ignorance prevailed amony 
« the people.” But, on the fenth century, he allows— 
cc it cannot be denied, but that ignorance, vice and irre- 
*« gulariry, prevailed in the greater part of the world: It 
ce is true, there have been diſorders in all ages; but l 
e cannot be ſaid, with any ſhew of truth, that they were 
« equal to thoſe of the tenth century,— that they {pread lo 
« far, or were ſo univerſal,” 1 

No 


The 
auricul 
ſervati 
« lera 
« mer 
« den 
e cre: 


(101) 


Norte III. Page 44. 


The firſt cordial offered by the Popiſh prieſts, is that of 
auricul ar confeſſion ; which, as Dr Goodman ſays [in A Pre- 
ſervative againſt Popery, title viii. p.15.], — is an into- 
« lerable tyranny and uſurpation upon the conſciences of 
« men. And this is not all neither ; for, beſides its bur- 
« denſomnels in general, it particularly aggravates and in- 
« creaſes a man's other burdens : for inſtead of relieving 
« perplexed conſciences, which is the true and principal 
« uſe of confeſſions to men,— this prieſtly confeſſion, as it 
« js preſcribed by the council [of Trent], intangles and af- 
« flicts them more; for that injoins, that the penitent lay 
open all his ſins, even the moſt ſecret, although but in 
« thought or deſire only, ſuch as againſt the ninth or tenth 
« commandment, according to their diviſion of the deca- 
© logue : Now this is many times difficult enough; but 
4 that is not all, he muſt alſo recount all the circumſtances 
« of thoſe ſins, which may increaſe or diminiſh the guilt, 
« eſpecially ſuch as alter the ſpecies and kind of ſin: Now 
% what ſad work is here for a me!ancholy man? All the 
© circumſtances are innumerable, and how can he tell 
* which are they that change the {jecies of the Act, un- 
« leſs he be as great a ſchoolman as his confeſſor? Be- 
“ ſides all this, it may be he is not very ſkilful in the di- 
« ſtinction between venial and mortal ſins ; and if he omit 
« one mortal fin, he is undone ; and therefore it is neceſ- 
* fary for him (by conſequence) to confefs all venial fins 
„too; and then where ſhall the poor man begin, or where 
* ſhall he make an end? Such a camificina, ſuch a rack 
* and torture; in a word, ſuch an holy inquiſition is this 
* buſineſs of auricular confeſſion become.“ 


* 


NorE IV. Page 46. 


The Papiſts have a ſtrange conceit about the pardon of 
fn; as if it reſpected the fault, but not the puniſhment, 
or at moſt the eternal puniſhment due to ſin, but not the 
temporal: as if any puniſhment could be due to it, after 
the fault was done away; and as if Chriſt had not borne 


the whole puniſhment due to it; and as if the pardon of 


ſin was not a caſting of our fins into the deeps of the ſea, 
never more to be remembered againſt us. (If one ſhould 
come to a condemned malefactor, and tell him, The King 
N had 


( 102) 


had pardoned bim, but it bchoved him nevertheleſs t0 be a 
hanged ; he would-be in danger of pelting him with jj 2. 
chain, as moſt cruelly mocking him) But Papiſts have | 
a great intereft to ſerve by this abſurd doctrine. Hence 
ariſes the neceſſity of what they call indulgences ; which 
are a fort of pardons,. remitting the temporal puniſhment 
which is ſtill due to fin, —atter God bas pardoned it, ſo far 
as not to oblige to eternal puniſhment : as if the Pope, and 
his indulgence-mongers, could pardon ſin more pertectly 
and thoroughly than the Lord God merciful and gracious, 
But how come they to pretend to do ſuch wonderful 
feats? Why, they preſume, that they have ſaints amon 
them, who have been ſo extravagantly good as to do a deal 
more than was incumbent on them, by way of ſatisfaction 
for their own fins, — ſaints who could not only merit heaven 
for themſelves, but help others; that the Church is poſſeſſed 
of the rich treaſure of their merits ; and that the Church 
has authority to deal out of this treaſure of merits, (for a 
good round ſum of money to be ſure), - pardons and indu}. 
gences to thoſe who do not chuſe to do ſufficient penance 
for their own fins. But if people Will neither be at the 
expence of indulgences, nor do luthcient penance for their 
own fins, — or if they ſhall happen to commit lin, after the 
prieſt has pardoned them, or neglect to make a full and 
particular confeſſion of their fins; dreadful is the woe that 
awaits them in purgatory, — it may be for thoulands of 
years according to the merit of their offences. 
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Popiſh writers are exceſſively puzzled to tell what pur. lieves 
atory is. Even the council of Trent ſhunned defining t. but he 
hey are particularly perplexed to tell where it is; what WW this is 
ſort of a fire it muſt be that can affect pure ſpirits ; and what Will be 


muſt become of thoſe who*have not fully ſatisfied for their of the 
fins, when the day of judgment comes. However, the ac- WF rance | 
count here given of it is not more diſmal than all of then 
will agree to. 


Norte VI. Page 47. 


Turretin, in his fyſtem (vol. III. Loc. 20. Q. 12.), tells us 
from the famous De Thor, That one Cotton, a Jeſuit, prayed 
to the devil himſelf, to mew him a text of ſcripture {0 
proof of purgatory, for he could find none. His conſcience, 


it ſeems, told him it was a deſperate cauſe. But Picht: 
BAL, 


(eas) 
rel, a:Papiſt of the Sorbonne college, is abundantly more 
to be commended ; who ingenuouſly canteiled, that the A- 
poſtle John had, in thele few words, (Rev. xiv. 13.), put out 
the fire of ; purgatory. See the Freteftant's Companion, p. 
(mibi) 97.-—— Few-of them, it js to be ſuppoſed, believe 
there is any ſuch thing as purgatory,— bow ever much they 
endeavour to ter rify tie poor deluded people by it, tor the ir 
own baſe ends. Remarkable to this purpoſe is a witty ſay- 
ing of Cardinal Richlieu's, as reported by Archbiſhop Wake, 


ſin A Preſervative, &c, tit. viii. p. 116.] : His eminence, 


who minded one day to puzzle his chaplain, propoſed this 
queſtion to him; How many maſſes woutd ſerue to fetch any 
ſoul out of pur gator y: To which when he appeared, as well 
he might, unable to reply, — The Cardinal thus plealantly 
ſolved the doubt; That juſt ſo many maſſes would fed to 
ſetch a ſoul aut of Purgatory, as ſucw-balis would ſerve to 


| heat an open. 
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The common opinion is, — That as very good men, who 


| have neither any venial, nor mortal ſins, to ſatisfy for, go 


directly to heaven When they die; and bad men, who axe 


under the guilt of mortal fins, go directly to hell: With ll 
| who are indifferently good, that is, who have only venial 
| fins, or the temporal puniſhment of mortal fins, to make 
| ſatisfaction for; What is wanting of a compleat fatistac- 
tion for theſe fins, while they lived, — muſt be made up in 


| purgatory. 


But, according to Popiſh principles already 


explamed, particularly in the laſt preceding «te but two, 
and in the note on auricular confeſſion, — no man who be- 
| lieves the doctrine of purgatory, can have any aſſurance 


I 


2 
2 
1 


but he is going to it When he dies. 


However, after all, 
this is really a matter of no great conſequence; becauſe, as 
will be afterwards ſhown, —while Papiſts deny the doëtrine 


of the aſſurance of faith, none of them can have any aſlu- 
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nance but that they are going to hell itſelf. 


Nor VIII. Page 51. 
* On the day appointed for the maſſacre, the Triſh ap- 


«c . . - - 
| peared in arms; and having ſecured the principal gentle- 


10 . d 
men, and Teized their effects, —they murdered the com- 


4 - mon people in cold blood: Forcing many thouſands to fly 
4 from their houſes and ſettlements, naked; into the bogs 
. and woods ; where they periſhed with hunger and cold, 
Dome they whipped to death; others they ſtript naked, 

| | „ and 


ft 
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and expoſed to ſhame; and then drove them like hers 
of {wine, to periſh in the mountains. Many hundred, 
were drowned in rivers; ſome had their throats cm 
and others were diſmembred. With ſome, the execrabl 
villains made themſelves ſport ; trying who could ha; 
deepeſt into an Engliſhman's fleſh, Huſbands were cn 
to pieces, in preſence of their wives; wives and your 

virgins abuſed in the ſight of their neareſt relations: 
Nay, they taught their children to ſtrip and kill the chi. 
dren of the Engliſh ; and daſh out their brains againſt 
the ſtones. Forty or fifty thoulands were maſſacred af. 
ter this manner, in a few days,— without diſtinction / 
age, ſex or quality; before they ſuſpected their danger, ai 
had time to provide for their defence. In a few weeks 
the inſurrection was ſo general, that they took poſſefliy; 
of whole counties; murdering the inhabitants, p!under. 
ing their houſes, and killing or driving away their cattle 
Mulkirtudes of poor diſtreſſed creatures and families fled 
naked and half-ſtarved, —firſt to Dublin, and from thence 
to Engi/and; with death and deſpair in their counte. 
& nances.” Neal's hiſtory of the Puritans, vol. II. p. or, 
502. It is eaſy to ſuppoſe, the number of the flain could 
not be exactly aſcertained. It is certain, however, that it 
muſt have been very great; as they ravaged almoſt the 
whole kingdom, except the city of Dublin. Some ſuppoſe 
the number to have been two hundred thouſand ; and others 
even between two and three hundred thouſand. 

Having mentioned one maſſacre, it may not be improper 
to give a ſhort ſketch of another; the famous maſſacre of 
Paris, on occaſion of the marriage of Hexry, the young king 
of Navarre, a Proteſtant, and the French king's ſiſter, —in 
the year 1572. The heads of the Proteſtants were invi- 
ted to celebrate the nuptials at Paris; with the infernal view 
of butchering them all, if poſſible, in one night. And, in 
the midſt of careſſes and all imaginable aſſurances of triend- 
ſhip, many thouſands were barbarouſly murdered, by the 
French king's expreſs order; nay, he even aſſiſted in it. 
Among others, Co/igni, admiral of France, was butchered by 
the baſeſt rufhans; his naked body inſulted, his head cut off 
and ſent as a preſent to Xome,—where it was received witl 
great demonſtrations of joy, And, as Bennet, in his n- 
morial (p. 103.), tells us from Forulis,— “ The meſſenger 
ce that brought the firſt news of the monſtrous fact, had the 


reward given him of 1000 crowns ; the letter was read 
"if 


103 

© in the conclave, their churches reſounded with Te Deus, 
« the cannons diſcharged, bone fires made, a jubilee publiſh» 
© ed throughout all Chriſtendom: A grand proceſſion was 
© undertaken to the church of St Lewis; where were the 
% nobility, biſhops, cardinals, ſeveral ambaſſadors, the Pope 
« himſelf under a canopy, his tram being held up by the 
« Emperor's ambaſſadors; and the better to retain in e- 
«© mory this glorious fact, the Pope had it painted about 
« his great hall in the Lareran, and there recorded in 
« marble.” About ten thouſand were maſſacred in one 
night, at Paris; and twenty thouſand more in other parts 
of the kingdom, within the compaſs of a few weeks : no 


diſtinction being made between lords, gentlemen, puttiees, | 


lawyers, ſcholars, phyſicians and the meaneſt of the people; 
they ſpared neither women, mais, children in the cradle, 
nor infants in their mother's womb. 


Nore IX. Page 51. 
Voltaire, (in his hiſtory of the Age of Lewis XIV. vol. II. 


p. 217.) lays, — © Near fifty thoutand families, within the 
*« ſpace of three years, left the kingdom; and were after- 
* wards followed by others. —— Thus Fraxce loſt about five 
© hundred thouland inhabitants.” —— And conſidering the 
unheard-of barbarities exerciſed on them at home, they 
would have accounted it a ſingular mercy, to have eſcaped 
with the ſkin of their teeth. But guards were placed on all 
the frontiers of the kingdom, to prevent their obtaining 
that ineſtimable privilege. The trontiers were guarded, 
* (fays the above-mentioned author), with all poſſible care, 
to prevent the flight of thoſe who were deligned to be 
re- united to the [Romiſh] church.” Mean while 
thouſands of dragoons were ordered to march through the 
country, with clergymen at their head, for the converſion 
of thoſe who could not make their eſcape : “ And ſuch as 
continued obſtinate, (ſays /o/taire), were given up to the 
* mercy of the ſoldiers, who had every licence except 
that of killing: yet many were treated with ſo much 
** cruelty, as to die ſoon after of the uſage they had re- 
** ceived,” 

It may not be amiſs to give a ſpecimen of this Dragonado, 
as it was called, from Q, Introduction to his Synodicon, 
P. 130, 131. Amidſt a thouſand hideous cries and blaſphemies, 
they hang up men and women by the hair or feet, upon the 

„ roots 
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* roofs of chambers, or hooks of chimnies, and ſmoked them 
with wiſps of wet hay; and when they had taken them 
«© down, if they would not {ign an abjuration of their pretend. 
ed hereſies, they then truis them up again immediately, 
Some they threw into great fires, and would not take them 
* out till they were half roaſted.— They bound them 23 
* criminals are when they are put to the rack, and in that 
<< poſture putting a funnel into their mouths, they poured 
„ wine down their throats till its ſumes had deprived them 
of their reaſon ; and they had in that condition made them 
«« content to become Catholics. Some they ſtripped ſtark 
“naked, and after they had offered them a thouſand in- 
© dignities, they ſtuck them with pins from head to foot. 
* They tear them by the noſes with red hot pincers. They 
«« keep them waking ſeven or eight nights together; in cale 
they began to nod, they threw buckets of water in their 
faces; or holding kettles over their heads, they beat on 
* them with ſuch a continual noiſe, that thoſe poor wretches 
« loſt their ſenſes. If they found any ſick, they beat up an 
„% alarm with twelve drums about their beds, for a whole 
«< week together without intermiſſion, till they promiſed 10 
“% change. In ſome places, they tied fathers and huſbands 
© to the bed-poſts, and raviſhed their wives and daughters 
« before their eyes. From others they plucked off the nails 
* of their hands and toes. They blew up men and wo- 
* men with bellows, till they were ready to burſt.—If 
« any, to eſcape the tyranny of theſe cannibals, endea- 
« voured to fly away, they were purſued and hunted in 
* the fields and woods, and ſhot at as fo many wild beaſts.” 
Thus, as the foreſaid Voltaire ſays, “it was a kind of 
* chace carried on within a large encloſure,” | 


NoTE X. Page 51. 

Dr Wilcox, afterwards Biſhop of Rocheſter, in a letter to 
Dr Burnet Biſhop of Sa/i/brury, of Jan. 15. 1706, atteſts be 
ſaw an inſtance of this. The execution, (he writes) was 
« very cruel, The man (whom be {aw burnt) was alive in 
the flames above an hour. The preſent K ing and his bro- 
ce thers were ſeated at a window ſo near, as to be ad- 
% dreſſed for a conliderable time in very moving terms by 
te the man as he was burning. But though the favour be 
ce begged was only a few more faggots ; yet he was not 
tc able to obtain it. They who are burnt alive here (at 
« Liſbon), are ſeated on a bench twelve foot high, and 

5 « faſtened 


„ 
« faſtened to a pole, and above ix feet higher than the ſag- 
« gots. The wind being a little freſh, the man's kinder 
« parts were perfectly waſted ; and as he turned himſelf, 
« his ribs opened before he left ſpeaking, the fire being 
& recruited as it waſted, to keep him juſt in the ſame 
« degree of heat.“ 

am ſenſible, however, that matters are conſiderably 
altered, ſinee the above letter was written, The power 
of the Inquiſition both in Spain and { otugal, is greatly 
abridged. The Jetuits, thole furious zealots for perſecu- 
tion, and who have not been improperly called the Ja- 
fſariz+ of the Pope, were {ome time ago baniſhed out of 
France, Spain, Naples, and Fortugal ; and at laſt the order 
itſelf, on the repeated {olicitations of the ſecular powers, 
abolifhed by the Pope. The papal power has thus been 
coming fait down, for about thirty years bygone ; it is 
hoped, through the Hue, beginning to pour out in 
vial on the ſcut of the braſs. 

But this makes no alteration at all, in the genius of the 
Popiſh religion. The ten horns are wiler, tor their own 
intereſts, than to give their power to the beaſt as they 
were wont to do. Yet this ſays not, that the beaſt himſelf 
is not as ambitious of it as ever. The truth is, a diſpoſition 
to perſecute is inlaid in Popery. People having once 
drunk of the golden cup of the grest whore's fornications, 
they are bewitched with a borning deſire that others may 
partake with them in it. And being tormented, tormented 
to the quick, by the teſtimony of faithful witneftes againft 
them; they cannot help being full of rage, fury and crue]- 
ty againſt them. 

Nor is the civility of the manners of the age, any argu- 
ment againſt the truth of this remark. Yo/taire, in his 
foreſaid' hiſtory (p- 214.) oblerves ; © It afforded a ſtrange 
« contraſt, to behold ſuch cruel and mercileſs orders (thoſe 
referred to in the preceding note) iſſued from the boſom 
* of a voluptuous court, eminent for ſoftneſs of manners, the 
* graces, and all the endearing charms of ſocial life. There 
are ſtill /extant, (he tells us,) ſeveral letters under the hand 
„ of the Marquis 72 Luveic, dated in the year 1685 - and 

* conceived in theſe terms: It is his Majeſty's pleaſure, that 
« ſuch as refuſe to conform to his religion be proceeded a- 
„ gainſt with the utmoſt rigour,—and that not the leaſt in- 
* dulgence be ſhown to thoſe who affect the fooliſh glory of 
« being the laſt to comply.“ Thus we ſee what is to be ex- 
pected from civil good-natured Papiſts. 
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To manifeſt the truth of this charge, I ſhall here preſent 
the reader, with a copy of the Komrſh Creed; common! 
called the Creed of Pius IV,—as having been publiſhed ang 
impoſed by his Bl, in November 1564 S containing x 
ſummary of the decrees of the Council of Trent, This 
Creed, after twelve articles in which all Chriſtians are ge 
nerally agreed, proceeds as follows : 

«« I molt ſtedfaſtly admit and embrace the apoſtolical and 
c eccletiaſtical traditions, with the reſt of the conſtitutions 
« and obſeryations of the Romiſh Church.” 

„ allo receive the holy Scripture according to the ſenſe 
« which the holy mother Church (whoſe it is to interpret 
it) hath held and doth hold; nor will I ever underſtand 
« or interpret it otherwiſe, than according to the unani. 
« mous conſent of the fathers,” 

&« [ profels allo, that there are ſeven true and proper ſa- 
«© craments of the new covenant, inſtituted by our Lord Je- 
« ſus Chriſt, and neceſſary to the ſalvation of mankind, 
« (though not all of them neceſſary to every man), viz. bap- 
« tifin, confirmation, the euchatiſi, penance, extreme unit, 
« orders, and matrimony ; all which do confer grace; and 
« whereof baptiſu, confirmation, and orders, cannot be re- 
«« peated without ſacrilege.“ 

„ likewiſe receive and admit all the received and ap- 
« proved rites of the Catholic Church, in the folemn admi- 
« niſtration of all the foreſaid ſacraments.” 

4 All and every thing which was defined and declared 
% about orginal {ir and juſtification by the moſt holy council 
« of Trent, I embrace and receive.” 

„ profeſs likewiſe, that in the maſs is offered to God a 
ce true, proper and propitiatory facrifice for the quick and 
« dead; and that in the moſt holy ſacrament of the Eucha- 
cc riſt, there is really and ſubſtantially the body and blocd, 
* together with the ſoul and divinity of our Lord Jeſus 
e Chriſt : And that there is a converſion made of the whole 
« ſubſtance of bread into his body, and of the whole ſub- 
& ſtance of wine into his blood; which converſion the Ca- 
ce tholic Church calls Tran/ibſt antiation.”? 

J alſo confeſs, that under either kind or ſpecies only, 
whole and entire Chriſt and the true ſacrament is received.” 

« I conſtantly hold, that there is a purgatory ; and that 
os 10 ſouls there detained are helped by the ſuffrages of the 
faithful. 
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te As alſo, that the ſaints, who reign together with Chriſt, 
« are to be worſhipped and prayed to; and their reliques 
« to be venerated.” 

« |] moſt firmly aſſert, that the images of Chriſt, of the 
« bleſſed Virgin, and of the other ſaints, are to be had and 
« retained 3 and that due honour and worſhip is to be im- 
« parted to them.“ 

« ] alſo affirm, that the power of indulgences was left by 
« Chriſt to his Church; and that the uſe of them is moſt ſa- 
« Jutary to Chriſtian people.“ 

I acknowledge the holy Catholic and Apoſtolic X 
« Church to be the Mother and Miſtreſs of all churches : 
« And I promiſe and {wear true obedience to the Pope of 
« Rome, who is Chriſt's vicar ; and ſucceſſor to St Peter 
« the prince of the Apoſtles.” 

« | alſo without doubt receive and profeſs all other 
« things delivered, defined and declared by the ſacred ca- 


' & nons and cecumenical councils, eſpecially by the moſt holy 


ce council of Trent ; and all things contrary to them, with 
« all hereſies whatſoever, condemned, rejected and curſed 
« by the Church, I likewiſe reject and condemn and curſe,” 

« This true catholic faith, without which no man can be 
« ſaved, which at preſent I freely hold and profeſs, I will 
« (by God's help) conſtantly retain and confeſs intire and 
« inviolable to my laſt breath ; and take care, to the utmoſt 
« of my power, that the {ame ſhall be taught, held and pro- 
&« feſled by all under me, and whoſe care ſhall belong to 
« me in my office, I the ſame N promiſe, vow and {wear 
« it. So help me God, and theſe holy Evangels.“ 

This monſtruouſly incredible Creed, all who enter into 
holy orders, as they ſpeak, are obliged to ſwear and ſub- 
ſcribe, This was the Creed, which the poor perſecuted 
Proteſtants in France were enforced to ſubſcribe ; and 
which they therefore very properly and emphatically cal- 
led the mark of the beaſt. 


. Nor XII. Page 57. 


By the Act here referred to (the Gnrbec Act), —“ The 
“ Romiſh clergy are to have the exerciſe of their religion, 
ſubject to the King's ſupremacy, as eſtabliſhed by the 
« firſt of Queen Elizabeth; and may enjoy and receive 
their accuſtomed dues and rights, from perſons profeſſing 
„the Romiſh religion: With a proviſo, that his Majeſty 
* ſhall not be diſabled from making ſuch proviſion for the 
« ſupport and maintenance of a Proteſtant clergy as he 
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« ſhall think fit.” [Annual Regiſter for 1 774.I— r his 


the parliament provides for the Fopiſh clergy ; but leaves 
it to the arbitriment of the Sovereign, to provide for 3 
Proteſtant miniſtry as he ſhall ſee cauſe. The latter are 
upon their good behaviour. So that, I am afraid, the 
remark of the city of London, in their petition to the Kin 
not to give his royal aſſent to this bill, was but too juſt; 
«© That the Roman Catholic religion, which is known to be 
ce jdolatrous and bloody, is eftabliſhed by this bill; and no 
ce legal proviſion is made for the free exerciſe of our re. 
&«& formed faith. See Ne flections, &c. by a Freehold: ; 
commonly ſuppoſed to be Dr Er/kine, one of the miniſters 
of Edinburgh, p. 38,— 47. 

And an Act was paſſed in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 
L“ for relieving his Majeſty's lubjects profeſſing the Popiſh 
« religion within England, from certain penalties and dil. 
cc abilities impoſed on them by an Act in the 11th and 12th 
« years of the reign of King William III. J; - Which parti. 
cularly repeals ** ſo much of the ſaid Act as relates to 
ce the apprehending, taking or proſecuting F opi/h H. hass, 
« Prieſts, or Feſi:ts ; and allo fo much of the ſaid Act as 
« ſubjects Popiſh Biſhops, Priefts or Jefuits, and Papiſts, or 
c perſons profeſſing the Popiſh religion, and keep:ng [chools, 
« and taking upon themſelves the education or government 
cc or un of youth within this realm, or the dominions 
ce thereto belonging, to perpetual impriſonment.” —And by 
Act of Parliament to declare Popifh 5:/hops, Pric//s and Je. 
ſuits relieved from puniſhment, —on account of profeſſing the 
Popiſh religion, keeping ſchool, and taking upon them the e- 
ducation or government or boarding of youth, — is much the 
ſame thing, as to give them licence and authority to do ſo. 


Norte XIII. Page 61. 


It may not be amiſs to give the following ſhort ſketch of thi; 
maſterpiece of the myſtery of iniquity, from Jurieu's hiſtory, 
or rather his :6ridgement of Father Paul's hiſtory of the Council 
of Leut, p. 3. © It was a kind of tribute (he tells us), that 

took its riſe in the Church about the eleventh century; 
< and owes its original to the Creiſades, which were made 
ce at that time for the conqueft of the holy land. Ur» I! 
cc 2 indulgences to all that would liſt themſelves un- 
« der the croſs, and engage in that expedition. In ſuble- 


« quent Croiſades, the fame indulgences were granted to 


e thoſe who, not being able to go in perſon, did ſend 2 
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4 ſoldier to the holy war: At length thoſe who deſired the 
« benefit of the indulgences, but would neither go nor ſend 
4% to the war, purchaſed their exemption by money. In 
« proceſs of time, whenlvever the court of Rome ſtood in 
« need of money, they publiſhed a diſtribution of indulgen- 
« ces in favour of all that would contribute to their necelſ- 
« (ities. Then were rates ſet on fins; and he that had a 
« mind to compound knew what he was to pay, for the 
« crime he deſired a pardon for.” — And this, it is very well 
known, was the immediate occafion of the Reformation by 
Luther. 

Not to ſwell this note with an account of different 
Popes inſtigating all to undertake Croiſades againſt the poor 
Albigenſes, by folemn promiſes of the full forgiveneſs of 
fins and meriting heaven thereby ; We ſhall ſatisfy our- 
ſelves with giving an inſtance nearer home. One Harry, 
who was to have aſſaſſinated Queen Fzabeth in the year 
1585, (as Beunet in his Meine ia, p. 101, 102, tells us from 
Fouls), — received a letter from Cardinal Come ; in which 
he told him, © That his Holineſs commended his good re- 
ſolution and diſpoſition that he had towards the common 
good, exhorted him to perſevere and bring to effect what 
he had promiſed: And that he might be the more aſ- 
ſiſted by the good Spirit which had moved him thereun- 
to, his Holineſs granted unto him his blefling, plenary 
indulgence and remiſſion of all fin, —afſuring bim, that, 
beſides the merit he ſhould receive in heaven for ſo do- 
ing, his Holineſs would make himſelf debtor to him on 
earth.” And this had great influence on the wretch, as 
we are told from his own confeſſion : “ The enterpriſe 
(ſays he) commended and allowed, and myſelf abſolved in 
his holineſs's name of all my fins, and willed to go for- 
ward in the name of God; it coufirined my reſolution to 


kill her, and made it clear in my conſcience that it was 
lawful and meritorious.” 


NoTE XIV. Page 66. 


A notable inſtance of far crueller uſage than death, hap- 
pened in France.—January 23, 1685. A woman had 
her ſucking child ſnatched from her breaſts, and put into 
* the next room, which was parted only by a few boards 
* from hers. Theſe devils incarnate (the dragoons) would 
% not let the poor mother come to her child, unleſs ſhe 
would renounce her religion and become a Roman Ca- 


„ tholic. 


ae 


&« tholic. Her child cries, and, ſhe cries. Her bowel, 
« yearn upon her poor miſerable infant ; but the fear of 
« God keeps her from apoſtaſy. However, ſhe tuffers ; 
« double martyrdom,—one in her own perſon, the other 
« in that of her ſweet babe; who dies in her hearing 
« with crying and famine, before its poor mother,” 
LQ , Introduction to his Synodicon, p. 154. 

Take another inſtance from the ſame author, p. 111. 
The Curate and Sexton of the pariſh, viſit an aged per. 
« {on upon his death-bed. They drive from him all his 
« children ; terribly threatening them that, if ever the 
« came near him any more, they ſhould be hanged. Theſe 
« poor creatures, terrified with theſe and other perſecu- 

„ tions which they had already ſuffered, fled into the 
« woods; not daring to return, to aſſiſt their afflicted fa. 
e ther. In their abſence, the old man ſtands his ground 
« ſtoutly ; againſt all the aſſaults, temptations and vexa- 
« tions of the irreligious Curate and Sexton : and findin 
„ they could nct prevail upon him, they at laſt fortake 
« him. This poor man was now left ſuccourleſs, and dies 
« of famine : For, when he was found dead, he had eaten 
„ thefleſh off his hands for hunger.“ 


NoTE XV. Page gr. 


It need not ſeem ſtrange, that we ſhould lay ſuch a heavy 
charge againſt the Church of Rome. If ever Papans were 
guilty of this monſtrous crime, Papiſts are every whit as 
much fo. Nay, a great part of their worſhip is nothing 
other or better than the ancient heathen worſhip, with 
ſcarce a Chriſtian face put on it. Thus as the heathens, 
along with one ſupreme Jupiter, worſhipped multitudes of 
inferior gods; ſo do the Papiſts. See 1 Cor. viii. 5, 6. 
They worſhip angels and ſaints, particularly the Virgin 
Mary. And this is the very thing that the Apoſtle pro- 
pheſied of, 1 Tim. iv. 1.—“ In the latter times ſome ſhall 
«« depart from the faith, giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits, 
&« and doctrines of devils ”” oftrines of devils, or rather, 
of demons, inferior gods. Canonized or deified ſaints are 
here called demons, as having the ſame place in the Popith 
worſhip, which demons had in the Pagan worſhip. When- 
ever the Pope is pleaſed to canonize one, that is, to inro! 
him among the ſaints; he becomes intitled to have Frm 

, churches, altars, &c.” and to be addreſſed as an interceſſor F they « 


with God : Even as the heroes of the heathens were, on poſitic 
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being ſuppoſed to be taken into the number of the gods: 
nay, and they had their forms of deifying or canonizing, 
exactly parallel to thoſe of the Pope. [Ie reader may 
und full proof of all this in Foper,y anmaſked, p. 19, &c.] 
- But, as Dr Freeman obſerves, [in A Vreſervative againſt 
Popery, Tit. vi. p. 1 79.]—“ It at any time his infallibility 
« thould chance to miſtake, as I am pretty ſure he has 
« more than once done, (and ſome Romanitts themſelves 
« have granted, That the Pope's canonizations are doubt 
« ful and ſubject to error, Bell. de Beat. Hundi. L. &* 
« c. 7, 8); the members of that church are in a ſweet 
« caſe, - and are not only in danger of invocating ſaints, 
« but devils alſo; which is idolatry with a witneſs, and 
« by their own confeſſion ”? But the worſhip they give 
the other ſaints, is inconſiderable, in compariſon of what they 
pay to the Virgin Mary. They worſhip her more than 
God. For they ſay ten prayers (if they be prayers) to 
her, for one to God himſelf ; ten Ave Marias, for one Pa- 
ter ngſter. This is the proportion obſerved in their Re/a- 
ries, — Nay, they worfhip ſtocks and ſtones, made indeed 
into a kind of images : Paying the very ſame ſort of wor- 
ſhip to them, that the heathen idolaters did; and ſome- 
times worſhipping the very ſame individual images too, — 
only under a Chriſtian, but ſimilar, name. | 

And, as if they would outdo the very heathens, they 
S worſhip the religues of their ſaints and martyrs,—their 
clothes, the ir hair, their bones. In the times of Popery, a 
piece of an old rotten bone (aid to belong to ſome famous 
E faint (real or fictitious, it mattered not), would have ſold 
nta moſt enormous price. And they never wanted plenty 
of thoſe trinkets, to vend to their blind admirers. This is 
z principal part of that merchandiſe, the loſs of which by 
E the Reformation is lamented, in Rev. xviii 
Fartber, they worſhip the cr, the wood of the croſs 
aid to be ſtill preſerved ; and in ſufficient quantities, to be 
| fure. On good Friday every year, a eroſs is brought forth, 
and held up in the moſt tragical manner, as an object of 
& worſhip to the people; who fall down proſtrate before it 
W accordingly. [See Archbiſhop Vates Expolition of the 
& doctrine of the Church of England, p. 19.] 
= Nay, they act more bruttſhly than ever the heathen 
dd. They worſhip the very bread they eat; the 5ſt, as 
they call it, the conſecrated wafer. Upon the abſurd ſu 
8 Polition, that the bread and wine are tran/ub/tantiated into 


the 


CV 
the very 1 and blood of our gloriaus Redeemer, the, 
"worſhip the lame. And this, as every body knows, male. 
u great part of their worſhip. This, as Mr Patric fe. 
dates [in A Preſervative, Cc. Tit. viii. p. 249, 250. ] made 
one Maboretan lay, — “ That be found no tet worſe, o 
« mare fooliſh, than the Chriſtians; who tear with their 
teeth, and devour that God whom they worihip :” an; 
another obſerve,.— Thoſe words of Chrift, H tut ee 
« my fleſh and driekcth my blood, Chriſtians underſtand j;. 
« kerally; and fo Chriſtians are more cruel againtt Chritt. 
than the Jews; —for they left Chriſt when they had {lair 
* him; but theſe eat his fleſh, and drink his blood, 
* which, as experience teſtifies, is more lavage.” 

All this is in order to an idolatry, every whit as ridicy. 
lous and brutiſh as all the re&,—the worſhip of the 5-4, 
the great whore with ſeven heads dud ten horns. Upon the 
ſuppoſition that the Pope is Amichriſt 3 and mol part of 
Proteſtants believe him to be ſo: This is exprelsly char. 
ged upon them in 2 Theſſ ii. 4. Rev. ili. 4, 8.— ba. 
piſts worſhip the Pope, inaſmuch as they alcribe that bo- 
nour to him which is due only to the Moſt High. They 
acknowledge him to be Chriſt's vicar ; to be bis Helin; 
The council of Tit gave him the title of Sanctiſſium, di. 
minxs noſter, our molt holy Lord I hey worthip him, par- 
ticularly inaſmuch as they acknowledge his 74 iỹẗ 
and reſt their faith on his /e dix, inſtead of TY /aith 
th: Lord of bafls. For whether the Pope or a council, of 
the Pope and a council agreeing, or the church catholic dit. 
fuſive, be infallible ; Papiſts are ſure, it is ſomewhere in 
their church : And whoever is acknowledged to have it, 
is hereby manifeſtly worſhipped. — Though, by the bye. it 

ppens moſt unluckily for them, this infallible viſivie 

udge of all controverſies, in whole deciſion a'l mult reſt 
on pain of damnation,-—has never been able to determine 
this greateſt of all controverſies, without the deciſion 0! 
which he can be good for nothing; namely, Who he is, 97 
where he is to be met with. 
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